The Benefice of
Egremont with Bigrigg 
& Haile.

Sunday 28th June 2026 
Trinity Four

Collect 

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that with you as our ruler and guide we may so pass through things temporal that we lose not our hold on things eternal; grant this, heavenly 
Father, for our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Genesis 22.1–14

After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, ‘Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ 2He said, ‘Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt-offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you.’ 3So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt-offering, and set out and went to the place in the distance that God had shown him. 4On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place far away. 5Then Abraham said to his young men, ‘Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will go over there; we will worship, and then we will come back to you.’ 6Abraham took the wood of the burnt-offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked on together. 7Isaac said to his father Abraham, ‘Father!’ And he said, ‘Here I am, my son.’ He said, ‘The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt-offering?’ 8Abraham said, ‘God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt-offering, my son.’ So the two of them walked on together.
9 When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son. 11But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, and said, ‘Abraham, Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ 12He said, ‘Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.’ 13And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt-offering instead of his son. 14So Abraham called that place ‘The Lord will provide’; as it is said to this day, ‘On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.’

Romans 6.12–end

12 Therefore, do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies; to make you obey their passions. 13No longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life and present your members to God as instruments of righteousness.14For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.
15 What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 16Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17But thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted, 18and that you, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. 19I am speaking in human terms because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification.
20 When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21So what advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is death. 22But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life.23For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.





Holy Gospel Matthew 10.40–end
   
40 ‘Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 41Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; 42and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.’

Post Communion Prayer

Eternal God,
comfort of the afflicted and healer of the broken, you have fed us at the table of life and hope: teach us the ways of gentleness and peace, that all the world may acknowledge the kingdom of your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Benefice Services and Events
this week

Sunday 28thJune

09:30 Haile SoW Andrew and Jane 
10:00 Holy Communion Ss M & M (GE)
11:00 SoW St John’s Andrew and Jane 

Tuesday 31st June
09:30 Egremont Holy Communion (JW)

Wednesday 1st July
6pm Egremont Holy Communion (DF)

Saturday 4th July
10-12 Drop-in session Egremont (GE)

Next Sunday 5th July 

10:00 Holy Communion Ss M & M (GE)
11:00 Holy Communion St John’s (GE)
12:00 Ss M & M Baptism Tommy Shaw (DF)
6pm Haile Evensong (DR)

Ramblings from the Rectory

Dear Friends,

The story of Abraham and Isaac is for us one of the most challenging passages in all of Scripture. At first glance, it can leave us 	
asking difficult questions. Yet at its heart, 
this story is about trust.

God calls Abraham to offer up the very son through whom all God's promises were meant to be fulfilled. Abraham cannot see how God's plan will work out, but he chooses to trust God even when the path ahead makes absolutely no sense to him at all.
Many of us know what it is like to face 
situations where we cannot see the 
outcome—a health concern, a family difficulty, a financial worry, or a major life 
decision. We all want certainty, but faith often means taking the next step without knowing exactly where the road leads.

As Abraham and Isaac climb the mountain, Isaac asks, "Where is the lamb for the burnt offering?" Though his heart must have been breaking at the thought of what God has asked him to do Abraham replies, "God 
himself will provide." Those words become the turning point of the story. At the crucial moment, God provides a ram in place of Isaac.

This passage reminds us that God is a provider. It does not mean life will be free from trials, but it does mean that God is present in them. Often, we discover God's provision not before the journey begins, but when we reach the place where we need it most.	

For Christians, this story also points beyond itself to the gospels. Here Isaac, the beloved son, carries the wood for the sacrifice up the mountain. Centuries later, Jesus, God's own beloved Son, carries the cross and offers himself for the salvation of the world. On Mount Moriah, God spared Abraham's son; 
at Calvary, God gave his own Son for us.

The message of this passage is simple: that even when we cannot see the way forward, we are still called to trust in Jehovah Jirah the God who provides. 

Abraham discovered that God's faithfulness was greater than his fears. We are invited to make the same discovery in our own lives.

Love and prayers 
Gary

Team Vicar: Revd Gary Evans 
Tel:	07891324131
email: gevans8@btinternet.com
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