

21st June 2026                          St. James the Less	             Trinity 3
[bookmark: _Hlk180797981]                    SUNDAY
[bookmark: _Hlk215444972]Readings   Romans 61b -11, Matthew 1024 -39
                             Eucharistic Prayer B  p.22 [188]

  8am HOLY COMMUNION [BCP] Rev Mark, Rev Jan
11am HOLY COMMUNION [CW] Rev Mark


                    ST. ALBAN

On June 22nd the Church remembers St Alban, who was put to death on that day in 250AD, on the site of the town in Hertfordshire that now bears his name and has a splendid cathedral which houses his shrine.
Christianity was struggling to survive in third century Britain under Roman rule. In the middle of the century there were two periods of specific and ruthless persecution. During one of these Alban, who was not a Christian himself, gave shelter to a Christian priest who was being hunted down by the authorities.
During his stay with Alban the priest greatly impressed him with the depth and integrity of his faith, and Alban sought instruction and then baptism. Eventually, however, the soldiers tracked down the priest and he would have been taken away and killed had not Alban put on the priest’s robes instead. 
Thus when the soldiers arrived it was Alban in disguise that they arrested and the priest was able to continue his ministry. Alban was taken away and charged with promoting a banned religion. Without saying anything that could implicate anyone else, Alban boldly confessed his faith in Christ. He was tried, sentenced to death, and executed.
He is widely recognised as the first British martyr and is buried near the site of the present town, which later became a major place of pilgrimage.
WEDNESDAY (24th)
Birth of John the Baptist

10:30am   HOLY COMMUNION    Rev Mark
Readings  Galatians 323 to end,  John 1711-19


Services next week
     
       Sun 28th     11:00am  Holy Communion     
                            
    Weds 1st July  10:30am Holy Communion


Looking Ahead
 
FINDING a VOICE on Weds at 1:00pm and 7:30pm  
                                                             in St. Barnabas   

Sat 4th July 10:30am Bradwell PILGRIMAGE, 
                starting from St. Thomas’ church, Bradwell
     for more information see BRADWELLPILGRIMAGE.CO.UK

Sat 11th JuLY 10:30am BEAT’N’BEANS: Any Good 
                                                                           Thing     



PRAYER  FOR THE WEEK   BRF

[bookmark: _Hlk181129205][bookmark: _Hlk191425767]Lord, save me from the arrogance 
that thinks it always knows best.
Lord, guard me from the foolishness
that imagines it has all the answers.
Lord, protect me from the prayerlessness
that forgets to ask You for help.
Lord, have mercy on me.  	      AMEN



Please pray also for  Derek Cotgrove,  Guy Negus Derek & Pam Johnson,  Sue Burton, Tessa Yates; and the friends and families of Paul Haisman -Baker and Florrie Large.
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