Message to Marton Friends for Sunday 28th June 2026

Dear Marton Friends

I do hope this email finds you well, and that you have found creative ways to stay cool during this extraordinary week! I am a great advocate for sitting with my feet in a bucket of cold water - this, combined with a wet flannel on the back of my neck, seems to re-set my hot and flustered brain when it all gets too much. If you have any other top tips, do share them! It is, of course, beautifully cool in Marton Church....

Please find attached this week's update from Rev Steve with an interesting reflection on this week's gospel reading from Margaret. I recommend to you Steve's comments in the update, and his prayer for us all as we move through this last month together before he retires. (I have copied his prayer again below as our blessing for this week!) As I send this email, I haven't yet had time to watch Bishop Flora's video, but I hear that she was extremely well received by those attending the service to re-dedicate the bells at Farlington Church on Monday. I've been told it was a moving service and a great joy to hear the bells ringing again.

No service at St Mary's tomorrow, but the other services in our Benefice are all flagged up in the Update. We will meet for Midday Prayers on Tuesday at 11am - I did end up cancelling last week's meet-up because it was just TOO HOT for me.
I am still reflecting on our Quiet Day last weekend, which was attended by 20 humans and 3 dogs! Huge thanks again to Rev Steve for pulling this together for us - and for all those who brought cakes and other refreshments to share. 

Thank you to Jean for organising the cutting of our grass car park this week. What a difference - but it's always a very lovely view...
​​

I'm also copying here another invitation to join the 'easy fundraising' initiative which was suggested to us last year for anyone who regularly shops online: 


Thank you to everyone raising donations for St Mary’s Church, Marton in the Forest with #easyfundraising!
Not joined yet? Sign up to easyfundraising and when you shop online with your favourite brands, they’ll donate to us. It's free and your shopping won't cost you any extra - the brands you shop with will donate, not you! 
Sign up today: 
https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/st-marys-church-marton-in-the-forest/8155j9/at/XceQcDoz/ATNDM/facebook/2

As we move through July, let's keep praying for Steve and Sue. They have been incredibly patient answering lots of questions from me and I'm so grateful to them for all their support and encouragement.

Here again is Rev Steve's prayer:

Gracious God,

As we journey through these weeks of farewell and new beginnings,
we thank you for all that has been shared, learned, and received together across our benefice.

As words of encouragement and challenge are spoken in each church, grant us hearts that are open to your Spirit,
courage to embrace the future,
and faith to trust your leading.

Bless each of our five parishes as they move towards a time of vacancy. Strengthen those who lead,
encourage those who serve,
and deepen the bonds of love and fellowship among us.

May we remember with gratitude the past,
attend faithfully to the present,
and look with hope to the future you are preparing.
And as one ministry draws to its close,
may your Church continue to grow
in faith, hope, and love,
to the glory of your name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.


Every blessing
Caroline
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