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             The Seventh Sunday of Easter
                        Sunday 17th May 2026 
   






Hymns 



  
262 Alleluia Sing to Jesus   
394 Lord of all hopefulness  
265 O Thou who at Thy Eucharist did pray 
422 Tell out my soul  
Notices

ces



The Blessed Sacrament lamp burns this week in loving memory of all those Clergy and Franciscan brothers who have led missions and retreats at St Faith’s and provided inspirational preaching and teaching. Some of you will remember Brothers Edward, Rufus, James Laurence Christopher and Sister Nan. R.I.P.

Blessed Sacrament lamp dedications: URGENT FOR MAY & JUNE. Judy has been doing her best to keep this opportunity for remembrance available while she has been ill. She hopes to be back in church very soon. Please give any names to be remembered to Ann Hartley or contact Judy directly on 07867 526 962 or judyriley@hotmail.co.uk.

100 Club: Congratulations to our 100 Club winners for May:  1st prize (£90) – Viv Shillitoe;  2nd prize (£45) – Bill & Barbara Dagnall; 3rd prize (£30) – Rick Walker.  For membership details, please speak to David Jones or email him at david.jones@stfaithsgc.org.uk.

Donations and Giving: We rely on generous individual giving for much of our income at St Faith’s. If you are a UK taxpayer, donations can be Gift Aided to provide additional benefit to the church and your donation can be inflation linked. If you worship here regularly then please consider joining the Parish Giving Scheme by using this link - https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/great-crosby-st-faith-liverpool/. There is a contactless donation point at the back of church for phone or card use.



Brew and Bake – Thank You: A very big thank you to the Vicar and all the folk from St Faiths who supported the Brew and Bake cake morning in support of Combat Stress last Saturday morning which raised £281.61 (so far!).  All seats were filled and those who came not only enjoyed the delicious cakes but also took time to learn more about Combat Stress, including those who have received their support.  It was an event where there were more than a few ‘God incidents’ and we look forward to one veteran (whom we first met at the St Faith’s Carol event with the Army Band last Christmas) talking about his experience of Combat Stress at our October meeting.  Meanwhile, we have a Regional Officer from Army Scripture Readers speaking at our meeting on Wednesday 3rd June.  Please do join us if you can.

Walsingham Youth Pilgrimage takes place in early August: a week of lively worship, teaching, fellowship and fun for 11- to 18-year-olds. This year's theme is GAUDETE - Leaping for Joy! Any money we raise helps support youngsters from poorer homes to make this wonderful faith journey. The colourful tin is on the coffee table from now until Pentecost – please give generously - thank you!

We are currently looking to rent somewhere for our incoming curate, Iona Morphet, to live whilst she undertakes her curacy with us in the benefice, ideally a two-bedroom flat, or house, or something equivalent.  If you know of anywhere suitable, own property yourself that you can rent out, or have any thoughts or ideas about this, please do email, text, or speak to Louis.

Eco-Friendly Living Tip for May: World Bee Day 2026 is celebrated on Wednesday 20th May, raising global awareness for the crucial role bees and pollinators play in ecosystem health and food security.  How to Celebrate and Help in 2026:-
· Plant Pollinators: Plant bee-friendly, nectar-rich flowers like lavender, sunflowers, and coneflowers.
· Support "No Mow May": Leave lawns unmowed to allow wild flowers to bloom and provide food for bees.
· Avoid Pesticides: Use organic, bee-friendly alternatives in gardens to protect pollinators.
· Support Beekeepers: Purchase local honey and beeswax products. Build a Bee House: Provide safe habitats for solitary bees. 

Why Bees Matter:
· Food Security: Nearly 75% of food crops rely on pollination.
· Biodiversity: Bees are essential for maintaining healthy ecosystems
Events

ces




Tongues of Fire - Pentecost Praise: All are welcome to a special service of music and worship for Pentecost at St Nicholas Church, Blundellsands, L23 6SS. Sunday 24th May at 7:00pm.

Beetle Drive: Back by popular demand! Beetle Drive at St Faith’s Church Hall on Saturday 30th May at 1:00pm. Tickets £5 from Corinne Hedgecock to include cream scone and coffee/tea.  New revised rules!  Please give this your support, as it’s in aid of church funds.  Please contact 07510 219 705 or email hall@stfaithsgc.org for further info or to purchase tickets.

Cake Sale: There will be a cake sale on Sunday 31st May after the morning service in aid of our chosen charities.  If you can bake a cake or donate a shop bought cake, please speak to Barbara or Denise. Thank you!
This Week’s Services



	This Sunday 11:00am, Eucharist
The Seventh Sunday of Easter
	Rev. Denise McDougall
Paula Lampard

	Monday 18th May, 9:30am
Morning Prayer
	Fr. Louis Johnson 

	Wednesday 20th May, 10:30am
Eucharist at St Mary’s 
	Fr. Louis Johnson

	Thursday 21st May, 12:00pm
Eucharist
	Fr. Dennis Smith

	Next Sunday, 11:00am, Eucharist
Pentecost
	Fr. Steve Hall
Readings: Acts 2.1-21, Psalm 104, Corinthians 12.3b-13, John 20.19-23


Contacts


Vicar: Fr. Louis Johnson 07947 752 399 / louis.johnson@stfaithsgc.org.uk
Assistant Clergy: Fr. Dennis Smith 0151 928 5065; Fr. Bill Matthews 0151 281 4879; 
Fr. Peter Cowley CA Tel. 0151 426 5441, Fr. Steve Hall steve.hall@stfaithsgc.org.uk
Parish Reader: Mrs Paula Lampard
Church Wardens: Mr Rick Walker 0151 924 6267 / 07710 226 300; Mrs Maureen Madden 0151 924 2154 / 07704 004 670
Administrator: Mrs Carolanne Leary 07913 873 697 / carolanne.leary@stfaithsgc.org.uk
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Mari Griffiths 07811591922 / mari.griffiths@stfaithsgc.org.uk
Please keep in your prayers





The Diocese: Everton FC, Everton Ladies FC, Liverpool FC, Southport FC, St Helen’s RLFC, Warrington Wolves RLFC, Railway Mission, Seafarers, Waterways, Merseyside Police, Cheshire Police, Merseyside Fire, Cheshire Fire, Army, Wigan Veterans, Mission in the Economy.

Parish: Allenby Avenue, Rutherglen Avenue, Parkway, Glenby Avenue, Dorbett Drive, Derwent Road.

The World: For peace in all areas of conflict in the world.  For those affected by fires, floods, famines and earthquakes.  For emergency workers working in disaster areas.  For refugees, asylum seekers and agencies that help them.  For good stewardship of the earth and its resources.  For all victims of cruelty, injustice and exploitation. And, at this time of heightened tension, we pray for Jewish communities around the UK, particularly our friends and neighbours in the  Southport Hebrew Congregation and Southport Reform Synagogue, and for peaceful, respectful, positive relationships between communities and individuals of all faiths and none.  

The Church:  The unity of all Christians everywhere. Archbishop Stephen, Bishop Ruth, Ven Pete Spiers, our Archdeacon, Churches in the South Sefton Deanery, and local ecumenical partners.  

Those who are sick: Joan McKortel, Alistair Byron, Angie Price, Susie Greenwood, Jill Deeprose, Martin Goodwin, Jan Huyton, Di Jackson, Audrey Dawson, Gill Welsby.

The recently departed:  Bishop Richard Harries, Steve Trussell.

Those who are to be remembered at this time: Eva Gerard, Helen Hoskins, Martha Outram, Gordon Manhire, Pat McKee, Campbell Jones, John Thacker, Betty Winsor, Frederick Bagshaw, Doris Parry, Elizabeth Parry, Joan Brookfield, Anne Perry, Rev Colin Morris, Kay Williams, Helen Evans, William Goodrich, Brian Sharpe, Kathleen Williams, Jack Winder, Florence Goodrich.
The Collect



O God the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: we beseech you, leave us not comfortless, but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us and exalt us to the place where our Saviour Christ is gone before, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
First Reading, Acts 1.6-14










































So, when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’  He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’ Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
Psalm 68.1-10




1Corinthians 1.1-9































Response (congregation):-
Our God is a God of salvation.

Let God arise and let his enemies be scattered;
let those that hate him flee before him.
As the smoke vanishes, so may they vanish away;
as wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God.

Our God is a God of salvation.

But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God;
let them make merry with gladness.
Sing to God, sing praises to his name; exalt him who rides on the clouds.
The Lord is his name; rejoice before him.

Our God is a God of salvation.

Father of the fatherless, defender of widows,
God in his holy habitation! 
God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners to songs of welcome,
but the rebellious inhabit a burning desert.

Our God is a God of salvation.

O God, when you went forth before your people,
when you marched through the wilderness,
the earth shook and the heavens dropped down rain at the presence of God, the Lord of Sinai, at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 

Our God is a God of salvation.

You sent down a gracious rain, O God;
you refreshed your inheritance when it was weary.
Your people came to dwell there;
In your goodness, O God, you provide for the poor.

Our God is a God of salvation.
Second Reading, 1 Peter 4.12–14; 5.6–11





1Corinthians 1.1-9































Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that the family of believers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of sufferings. And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.
Gospel, John 17.1-11



John 20.19-end
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After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, ‘Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. ‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. 
Post Communion  



Eternal God, giver of love and power, your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world to preach the gospel of his kingdom: confirm us in this mission and help us to live the good news we proclaim; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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