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The Seventh Sunday of Easter	17th May 2026
Food Bank Sunday

	A warm welcome to the Parish Church for Great Ayton, part of the Diocese of York in the Church of England


[image: ]Today’s Services

8.00am:	Holy Communion
9.15am:	Parish Communion
Preacher:	Rev Geoff Jaques 
11.00am:	All Age Service at St Oswald’s 


	Hymns (HOAN)

Introit		242	Hail the day that sees him rise (omit verses 3 & 8)
Gradual	41	As we are gathered
Offertory	402	Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendour
Communion.	509	One is the body
Recess.	701	We have a gospel to proclaim
Anthem	       	Let thy merciful ears (Mudd)

	

	This week we pray for:
Church: All those who serve on PCC's and those who serve as Church Wardens throughout the Diocese.  We pray the Holy Spirit prompts someone in this parish to offer themselves as a Church Warden to work with Alison.
Community: All those who serve on Parish Council, local Council and our MP, may they be the voice of all of the residents, especially those who feel they have no voice.
World: All those who serve in the Armed Forces for this nation and the wider Commonwealth.  We pray for their safety in these times of unrest and we give thanks for all who care for veterans and their families.
Sick: Sally–Anne, Gwen, Stuart, Kiera, Gill, Celia, Marina - all we remember personally.
Anniversary: Derek Monaghan, Lester Hodgson, Colin Wilson (Lillian Ricketts)



COLLECT
O God the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: we beseech you, leave us not comfortless, but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us and exalt us to the place where our Saviour Christ is gone before, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

FIRST READING: ACTS 1: 6-14
When the apostles met together, they asked Jesus, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day's walk from the city. When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.
SECOND READING: 1 PETER 4: 12.14 and 5: 6-11
Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.
Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 
Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings. 
And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.
GOSPEL: ST JOHN 17: 1-11
Jesus looked towards heaven and prayed: 
“Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do. 
“And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began. I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you. For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. 
“I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name - the name you gave me - so that they may be one as we are one.”
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Eternal God, giver of love and power, your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world to preach the gospel of his kingdom: confirm us in this mission, and help us to live the good news we proclaim; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

NEWS FOR THE PEWS
[image: ]
Happy Birthday Christ Church! To celebrate 150 years of worship we will be having an All Age Service of Celebration on Wednesday 20th May at 5.00pm followed by a Family Picnic.  Invitations will be sent out to all of the households in the village and we have invited Marwood and Roseberry Schools to attend along with the uniformed organisations in the village.

May 19th 12:30pm - Memorial Service for Squadron Leader George Morley Fidler – RIP Following the recent discovery in France of the body of Squadron Leader Fidler from Great Ayton, he is to be given a military burial in the British War Graves Cemetery Longueval, France.  This is 86 years to the day he lost his life in his Hurricane fighter plane.  With further details to be finalised with the MOD, RAF and others we will be holding a service at Christ Church at the same time the service is taking place in France.  Assistance will be needed as we will be hosting RAF personnel and potentially relatives of the Squadron Leader Fidler. 

[image: ]Little Fishes meet at the Church at 9.45am every Tuesday during term time for preschool children and their parents/carers.  We are in need of extra volunteers to serve tea and coffee, if you have like to help out please let us know.

[image: ]Café Church Why not join us at Café Church in the Church Hall every 2nd and 4th Sunday for Cake, Coffee, Conversation, Worship and Wondering! 4.00pm for Cake, 4.30pm for informal family Worship and 5pm for Discussion and Teaching (with groups for different age groups from about two and a half).  Contact Nick Land (01642 778076) drnickland@aol.com for more info.

Spire Newsletter 11 Paper copies of the new issue - for May and June - are available for collection at the back of Church.  You are welcome to take one and another for a friend or neighbour.

Taizé style Evening Prayer Please join us in All Saints at 6 o'clock on Sunday 7th June, 5th July, 2nd August and 6th September for 40 minutes of peace and tranquillity.  All are welcome, please invite a friend.

THE WEEK AHEAD
Monday 18th May:
9.30am: Hall Committee Meeting
10.30am: Fabric Committee Meeting
Tuesday 19th May:
12.30pm: Memorial Service for Squadron Leader George Morley Fidler 
Wednesday 20th May:
10:00am: Holy Communion (BCP)
5.00pm: All Age Service of Celebration followed by Family Picnic
Thursday 21st May: 
9.30am: Time to Pray at All Saints
Friday: 22nd May:
9.00am: Marwood School Service
1.45pm: Church Visitors Meeting
Sunday 24th May: Day of Pentecost 
8.00am: Holy Communion (BCP)
9.15am: Parish Communion
11.15am: Holy Baptism
4.00pm: Great Ayton Churches together Service for Pentecost


[image: ]You can use this QR code to donate to Christ Church.

Large Print Copies of this Service Booklet are available.
Hearing Aid Users can tune into our Services on the ‘T’ position
Disabled Access is through the Church/Hall link passageway

For all the latest news and information visit our ‘Church Near You’ page which we are working on to make it useful; go to  www.achurchnearyou.com and put in the location box either Great Ayton or Newton under Roseberry for the correct place. 
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