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A fantastic evening was enjoyed by 
all at the opening night of St Leon-
ard’s Gilbert and Sullivan Group’s 
latest production, Iolanthe. From the 
very first notes to the final applause, 
the cast, directors, accompanist, 
chorus and production team treated 
the audience to a wonderfully enter-
taining performance full of humour, 
energy and musical brilliance.

Iolanthe, wings, wigs 
and wonderful music

Productions such as this do not 
happen by accident, and enormous 
credit must go to everyone involved 
for the many weeks — indeed months 
— of rehearsals, preparation and hard 
work that have gone into bringing the 
show to life. From learning lines and 
music to costumes, staging, lighting 
and all the countless details behind 
the scenes, it was clear just how much dedication and commitment has been 

poured into this production.
A huge thank you must also go to 

all those who helped in so many other 
ways throughout the evening — serv-
ing refreshments during the interval, 
organising and running the raffle, wel-
coming guests and helping everything 
run so smoothly behind the scenes. 
Events like this are always a real team 
effort, and the support of so many vol-
unteers is greatly appreciated.

If you have not yet seen Iolanthe, 
there is still time! The run continues in 
church on Friday evening at 7:30pm, 
with a special Saturday matinee perfor-
mance at 2:30pm. If the opening night 
is anything to go by, audiences are in 
for a real musical treat!
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from 1.30pm
on Tuesday 2 June

 ◊
Always first Tuesday 

of the month. 

Talking Tables
— and —

Chatting Chairs
St Teresa’s Car Park, Queensway, 

Penwortham, PR1 0DS 
Sat 6th June 9am to 1pm

The Market sells local produce which 
includes Eggs, Cheese, Meats, Vegetables, 

Fresh Fish, Jams, Plants, Cakes, Pies, 
Veggie Curries, Soaps, Fudge plus a 

variety of craft stalls. Stalls are both inside 
and outside the Scout Hut, with tea and 

coffee served inside with breakfast barms 
and cakes available from the stalls.

PENWORTHAM  
FARMERS 
MARKET

On Tuesday 19th May, Ian Dawson, 
Susan Walsh, Rev Janet and Rev 
Simon attended the second local 
follow-up session for Leading Your 
Church into Growth at Whalley Ab-
bey.

The theme for the evening was in-
viting and welcoming our community 
and the session was led by Rev Sarah, 
the Diocesan Renewal Lead, alongside 
Rev Canon Linda, Rector of Ribbleton. 
Together they encouraged us to think 
honestly and prayerfully about how 
welcoming our churches really are, 
and whether there are things we could 
do better to help new visitors feel com-
fortable and at ease as they cross the 

Leading Your Church into Growth Local Session 2 at Whalley Abbey

threshold into church life.
Rev Sarah began by asking a strik-

ing question: Are our communities 
stronger or weaker than they were five 
years ago? With people attending from 
very different parishes and settings 
across Lancashire, the discussion 
that followed was wide-ranging and 
thought-provoking. Many of the con-
versations reflected concerns increas-
ingly being recognised across society: 
loneliness, isolation and the decline of 
places where people naturally gath-
er and form friendships. Among the 
issues raised were the widening gap 
between rich and poor, the marginal-
isation of the elderly and vulnerable, 

and the reality that many people now 
have lots of acquaintances but far 

fewer deep friendships.
Of course, many of these 

themes resonated with our 
own experiences here in Pen-
wortham. Understanding both 

who we are as a church and who 
it is we are trying to welcome will 

be an important part of developing 
a genuine culture of invitation and 
hospitality.

Using the image of a spectrum 
between a “cold fridge” and a “warm 
radiator,” Rev Linda invited us to re-
flect on where our own churches might 
currently sit. Through a mixture of hu-
mour, honesty and practical examples, 
she shared stories of what can happen 
when churches get welcome right — 
and, more worryingly, when we do not.

We also reflected on Jesus’ para-
ble of the Great Banquet from Luke 
14.16–23, where the master urges his 
servants to keep going out and inviting 
people so that his house may be full. 
As part of this, we were introduced to 
a simple but powerful phrase to help 
encourage invitation:

“I’m going, it’s going to be good — 
would you like to come with me?”

It is a phrase we will probably be 
hearing much more often in the weeks 
and months ahead!

The evening also included an exer-
cise called Mapping our Galilee. Just 
as Jesus knew his community well and 
discerned where he should go next, 
we were encouraged to think about 
the relationships and connections 
we already have where an invitation 
to church or faith might naturally be 
received warmly.

Finally, we were reminded that 
none of this can happen without 
prayer. We were challenged to think 
of five people whose lives we would 
especially like to see transformed by 
Jesus, to pray regularly for them, and 
to watch prayerfully for signs of God at 
work in their lives.

The evening gave us much to reflect 
on and encouraged us to continue 
thinking carefully about how St Leon-
ard’s can be a place of warmth, wel-
come, friendship and invitation within 
our community.

Inviting and welcoming 
our local community 
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Parishes in Bloom
As part of our Blackburn Diocese Centenary celebra-
tions, Blackburn Cathedral will host a special flower 
exhibition from Friday 21st August until Monday 24th 
August 2026.

Churches from across the Diocese will bring parish life 
into the Cathedral in the form of stunning floral displays 
as this unique exhibition combines creativity with commu-
nity.

This event is presented by The Friends of Blackburn 
Cathedral, an independent charity who raise funds to 
support projects that enhance the fabric and facilities of 
the Cathedral.

Our flower arranging team at St. Leonard’s headed 
by Margaret Dixon will be displaying their floral artistry 
through the theme of this exhibition which is ‘Celebrating 
the Uniqueness of Your Parish’.

This is where we need your help please. To purchase all 
the flowers required will cost money, possibly up to £200. 
There is a box at the back of church for your donations. 
Any surplus money will go towards our weekly displays 
in church. This is also a way of saying ‘thank-you’ to our 
flower arrangers for the work they do, week by week.

God of Mission: Who alone brings 
growth to your church. Send your 
Holy Spirit to give vision to our 
planning. Wisdom to our actions. 
Joy to our worship and power to our 
witness. 
Help our church to grow in numbers, 
in spiritual commitment to you and 
in  service to our local community, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen
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If you have any news, prayer requests or a particular anniversaries you would 
like to share in this newsletter, please email them to revsimonking@gmail.com

IMPORTANT PLEASE NOTE
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Vicar: 	 Rev. Simon King | 01772 956698 
revsimonking@gmail.com

Assistant Priest: 	 Rev. Janet Taylor | 01772 615421 
curatejanet@gmail.com

Churchwardens:	 Philip Walsh | 01772 745409 
Vacant

PCC Secretary: 	 Ian Dawson | 0771 1053722
PCC Treasurer: 	 Susan Walsh | 01772 745409
Pastoral Assistant: 	 Jenny Stanton | 01772 748701
Musical Director: 	 Annette Walker | 07841 911621
Children’s Church	 Please see Jenny Stanton or 

Jeanette Smith

Safeguarding Officer:	 Ian Dawson | 0771 1053722
Church Hall Enquiries:	 Philip Walsh | 01772 745409
Social Media:	 Ruth Gardner | 07984 858437
Eco Champion:	 Ian Dawson | 0771 1053722
Church Flowers:	 Margaret Dixon | 01772 748763
Electoral Roll Officer: 	 Angela Milner -  

am.milner@btinternet.com
Gift Aid Officer:	 Peter Milner -  

ajk.milner@btinternet.com
St. Leonard’s News	 Rev. Simon King | 01772 956698 

revsimonking@gmail.com

Sun 24 May - Pentecost
Acts 2.1-21 | John 20.19-23
8.30am Phil and Susan Range.  Reader: 
Andrea Waine.
10.00am. Sylvia Johnson Reader: Philip 
Walsh Prayers: Rev Simon Coffee: Brian 
and Melvyn.

Sun 31 May - Trinity Sunday
Isaiah 40.12-17, 27-end / Matt. 28.16-end
8.30am Peter Milner and Angela Milner.  
Reader: Anglea Milner.
10.00am. Joyce Helm Reader: Rev 
Simon Prayers: Diane Raynor Coffee: 
Linda and Alistair.

Sun 7 June - Trinity 1
Genesis 12.1-9 / Matt 9.9-13 / 18-26
8.30am Franklin Bello and Phil Range.  
Reader: Philip Walsh.
10.00am. Linda and Alistair Woollard 
Reader: Ann Butterworth Prayers: Rev 
Simon Coffee: Barbara and Christine.

Sun 14 June - Trinity 2
Genesis 12.1-9 / Matt 9.9-13 / 18-26
8.30am Irene Farrimond and Elizabeth 
Bunyan.  Reader: Rev Simon.
11.00am. Ecumenical Gala Service on 
Hurst Grange Park.

Sun 21 June - Trinity 4
Genesis 21.8-21 / Matt 10.40 - end
8.30am Irene Farrimond and Elizabeth 
Bunyan.  Reader: Andrea Waine.
10.00am. Barbara Palmer Reader: 
Andrea Waine Prayers: Daine Raynor 
Coffee: Linda and Alistair

Sidespersons, 
Readers and 
Coffee Rota

Friday 22 May
8am Morning Prayer
7.30pm G&S Iolanthe 
Performance

Saturday 23 May
2.30pm G&S Iolanthe 
Performance

Sunday 24 May - Pentecost
8:30am Holy Communion
10am Sung Holy Communion
2pm Reverend Chris Nelson’s 
retirement reception at St Mary’s 
Church 

Monday 25 May
Spring Bank Holiday

Tuesday 26 May
7.00pm PCC Meeting

Wednesday 27 May
10am Holy Communion

Friday 29 May
8am Morning Prayer

Saturday 30 May
Afternoon - A Purrfect Friend 
Summer Fair

Sunday 31 May - Trinity Sunday
8:30am Holy Communion
10am Sung Holy Communion
11:30 Baptism of James Dylan 
Bowman

Monday 1 June - Trinity Sunday
9:15 Skylarks Community Choir

C H U R C H  D I A R Y

Since the invasion of Ukraine in 
February 2022, St. Leonard’s has been 
supporting International Aid. Thanks 
to people’s generosity, the trust has 
been able to send 100 loads filled with 
1,170 tonnes of vital aid, valued at 
over £23m, as well as more than 786 
lifesaving vehicles, to help people 
affected by the war. Thank you to Jean 
and Brian who regularly take carloads 
to the warehouse in Tarleton.

The latest issue of their magazine 
“In Touch” gives a list of Practical Aid 
Priorities –
•	 Food: Pasta, rice, tinned meat, 

tinned fish, tinned veg, flour, cook-
ing oil, salt, biscuits (with 1 year’s 
date).

•	 Medical: First aid kits, plasters, 
bandages, dressings, surgical 
gloves, paracetamol, over counter 
medicines.

•	 Toiletries: Soaps, shampoo, flan-
nels, toothpaste, toothbrushes, san-
itary towels, nappies, incontinence 
pads.

•	 Clothing & Footwear: of all kinds 
for all ages (good condition).

•	 Camping Equipment: sleeping 
bags, tents, camping stoves, torches, 
candles, generators, power packs.

•	 Household items: towels, bedding, 
cutlery, kettles, fridges, washing 
machines, tumble dryers.

 TThhee  LLoogg  Three 

VICAR’S NOTES 
Doubtless many of you will be familiar with the words ‘All change’ that echo around train stations 
when a train reaches its final destination. Well here at St Lawrence with St Paul we’re entering a 
time of significant change which will include feelings of loss as we say goodbye to our dear Curate 
Simon King who over four years, along with Tracy and the rest of the King family, have made such a 
positive impact on our church and in Longridge.  
 
On Easter Sunday we also said farewell to Paul Warren performing in his official capacity as our 
Organist and Choir Director. I am however hopeful we’ll see Paul and his wife Kate worshipping with 
us in the weeks to come. At this time though I’m reminded of Ecclesiastes 3:4 which says there is a 
time to weep and mourn as we give voice to loss.  
 
Yet in the connected breath of God’s ways, Ecclesiastes 3:4 also states there is a time to laugh and 
dance. This is part of the Gospel’s grand narrative. That in giving away your best you also receive. 
This pattern is also true of the Good Friday to Easter Day journey.  
 
In this regard you can read an article on page 12 introducing our new Organist and Choir Director 
Karen Au. Then in some other significant news I can announce we are anticipating the arrival of 
Curate, Revd Jesse Adesina whose licensing will take place at Blackburn Cathedral, on Saturday 
28th June at 10.30am.  Revd Jesse is already a priest having been ordained in Nigeria and has lots 
of experience in Youth Ministry and leading worship.  
 
I’m delighted to say that just like Revd Simon, Revd Jesse also has a wonderful pastor’s heart and I 
know he’ll be a true blessing to us. Jesse will be joined by his wife Tosin and three-year-old son, 
Eric. We’ll introduce the Adesina family to you more in the next edition of The Log. 
 
And so, after a brief refuelling I can assure you the St Lawrence with St Paul train will continue on 
as we seek to serve the unique purposes of God to which we’re called, holding dear those who’ve 
travelled with us for a time, while opening our hearts to new passengers who for this next part of the 
journey have come to live, love and serve alongside us.  
 
A Delightful Easter  
After some deeply moving services in Lent it was a delight to be able to share the celebration of 
Easter Day with many of you. Thank you to all those who contributed to the services over the 
period, including members of the Junior Choir, Annette Walker our Junior Choir Director, the 
Worship Group, the Senior Choir, and as mentioned above Paul Warren.  
 
I’d also like to express my sincere thanks to all those who decorated both churches with flowers and 
the many others who I know worked so hard behind the scenes to facilitate things like the Good 
Friday Parish walk and meal. Pictures are on page 6. 
 
Lychgate Appeal 
Some very good news! Thanks to your generous donations we’ve reached our Lychgate Appeal 
target. You can read the article on page 15 for more details about what this means.  

  
We aim to turn despair to hope by showing Christian love in 
action, by providing education, food, clothing, medical aid, 

employment training, children’s holiday camps, pastor training 
and shoebox gifts.  Christian Compassion For A Hurting World 

www.internationalaidtrust.org.uk 
Charity Registration No. 1086597 

Practical aid priorities


