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17th May
The Seventh Sunday of Easter
Sunday and Weekday Service
	   
    Welcome!

	
	

	
	


The Collect
Risen, ascended Lord, as we rejoice at your triumph, fill your Church on earth with power and compassion, that all who are estranged by sin may find forgiveness and know your peace, to the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Hymns
43 As the deer pants for the water
62 Be still, for the presence of the Lord
579 O thou, who at thy Eucharist didst pray
242 God is love: his the care

First Reading, Ezekiel 36.24-28
I will take you from the nations, and gather you from all the countries, and bring you into your own land. I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will remove from your body the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. I will put my spirit within you and make you follow my statutes and be careful to observe my ordinances. Then you shall live in the land that I gave to your ancestors; and you shall be my people, and I will be your God. 

Second Reading, Acts 1.6-14
So, when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’  He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’ Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

Gospel, John 17.1-11
After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, ‘Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. ‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. 

Post Communion
Eternal God, giver of love and power, your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world to preach the gospel of his kingdom: confirm us in this mission and help us to live the good news we proclaim; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Intercessions

The World: For peace in all areas of conflict in the world.  For those affected by fires, floods and earthquakes.  For emergency workers working in disaster areas.  For refugees, asylum seekers and agencies that help them. For good stewardship of the earth and its resources.

The Church: The unity of all Christians everywhere. Archbishops Stephen and Sarah, Bishop Ruth, Archdeacon Pete.  Churches in the South Sefton Deanery, and local ecumenical partners.  

The Diocese: Everton FC, Everton Ladies FC, Liverpool FC, Southport FC, St Helen’s RLFC, Warrington Wolves RLFC, Railway Mission, Seafarers, Waterways, Merseyside Police, Cheshire Police, Merseyside Fire, Cheshire Fire, Army, Wigan Veterans, Mission in the Economy.

For those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit: Hewie, Graham Forrest, Olga Gregor, Jess Farrell, Edith Keeton, Joy Billington, Revd. Gregor Cuff.

The recently departed: Steve Trussell.

For the departed remembered at this time: Valerie Groves, Olive Jones, Thomas & Mary Meekin, William Taylor, Roy Marsden, Winifred Hart, Robert Wilkinson, Ronald Rennie, Pauline Bennett.

Notices:

· St Mary's Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) will follow after today's service - all are welcome to stay for this, but only people on the electoral roll can speak and vote at the meeting.

· Tuesday Club Christian Aid Tea Party: Tuesday 19th May at 2:30pm in Meeting Room, 32 Brooklands Avenue. All welcome.

· Thank you to all who supported the quiz night. £233 was raised for church and £120 for our dementia charity.

· We are currently looking to rent somewhere for our incoming curate, Iona Morphet, to live whilst she undertakes her curacy with us in the benefice, ideally a two-bedroom flat, or house, or something equivalent.  If you know of anywhere suitable, own property yourself that you can rent out, or have any thoughts or ideas about this, please do email, text, or speak to Louis
Events in our Deanery:

· Tongues of Fire - Pentecost Praise: All are welcome to a special service of music and worship for Pentecost at St Nicholas Church, Blundellsands, L23 6SS, 7:00pm on Sunday 24th May.

· Beetle Drive: Back by popular demand! Beetle Drive at St Faith’s Church Hall on Saturday 30th May at 1:00pm.  Tickets £5 from Corinne Hedgecock to include cream scone and coffee/tea.  New revised rules!  Please give this your support, as it’s in aid of church funds.  Please contact 07510 219 705 or email hall@stfaithsgc.org for further info or to purchase tickets.



	Services at St Mary’s

	

	This Sunday 10:00am, Eucharist
The Seventh Sunday of Easter

	Louis Johnson

	This Sunday, 11:00am
Interment of Ashes (Joyce Doyle)
	Louis Johnson

	Wednesday, 10:30am
Eucharist 
	Louis Johnson 

	Next Sunday 10:00am, Eucharist
Pentecost
	Louis Johnson
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