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For further information please email: jenny477@btinternet.com
Facebook: St. Mary’s Church Gratwich


There is also an Area Service at 10.00am on 31st May in Stramshall church. 
(If you would like a lift to the Area Service let Jenny know 01889 502471)

Our next social event will be at the end of June (Saturday 27th) an afternoon of cream teas, competitions, games, tombola and cakes.
Save the date and please come along. 

100 CLUB - April
1st Sue Fearn (6)        2nd Theo Selvaggi (1)       3rd Thomas Woolley (23)
Next one will be drawn after the Evening Service on the 24th  May.


St. Mary’s Church Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
Monday 18th May 7.30pm in St. Mary’s church, Gratwich 
Come along, meet the current members of the PCC and see what goes on at a Meeting. 
We will be re-electing members of the PCC (church council), once elected PCC members are involved in the decision-making process for the church, we have six meetings a year.  
The Annual Report, Financial Statements and Electoral Roll will all be presented.
If you would like to join the PCC, let Rosemary-PCC Secretary (01889 502239) know.  The current PCC would be delighted to welcome new members and new ideas on the future of St. Mary’s.
There will be tea & cake afterwards and a chance to have a chat too. 

CHURCH CLEANING ROTA  -    Helen Brough & Rosemary Hollins

EVENTS 

WILD WEST PARTY NIGHT – 8th May 7.30pm
Marchington Village Hall line dancing- Country Disco and live music from Big Stone Gap
Tickets: £15 (inc. supper) from Marchington Village Shop

TABLE TOP SALE  -  16th May 11.00am – 3.00pm 
 Olive Tree carpark, Stramshall ST14 5AL
To book a table phone: Pauline 07929 300453

PLANT SALES – 9th, 16th & 30th May  10.00am – 3.00pm
Oaktree Farm, Hilderstone
A chance to stock up on plants both flowers and vegetables for your gardens and then go for a cup of tea and cake in their lovely tearoom.



	

GRATWICH SERVICES IN MAY/JUNE

 SUNDAY MAY 10th  11.15am   HOLY COMMUNION

[bookmark: _GoBack]THURSDAY MAY 14th  7.00pm ASCENSION DAY SERVICE 

 SUNDAY MAY 24th   7.00pm HOLY COMMUNION

SUNDAY JUNE 14th 11.15am  HOLY COMMUNION

SUNDAY JUNE 28TH  7.00pm EVENING PRAYER

Last month’s Barn Dance was a huge success (apart from the Lasagnes taking two hours to cook, but that’s another story!) with nearly 70 people coming for a boogie.

The Weasels Revenge were amazing and their caller Geoff was brilliant.
Thank you to The Weasels for the music, Sargeant’s for the delicious lasagnes, Carolyn, Kate, Marion, Julie, Stewart and Alissa for all their help on the night and everyone for coming along and making it such a lovely evening.     
We also raised £700 for church funds.


Two Bank Holidays to look forward to this month as well as Stafford County Show and Half Term at the end of the month.

Churchwise we have a special service on Thursday 14th May to celebrate Ascension Day in St. Mary’s with refreshments afterwards and our APC Meeting on the 18th May.

What is Ascension Day?
Jesus had completed a three-year ministry on earth, during which he gathered several followers and preached about salvation. 
He had also died, rose on the third day, and met with people for 40 days.
Jesus knew the next step would be to step aside and allow the Holy Spirit to participate in Pentecost - the passing of the Holy Spirit from Jesus to his followers for early Christians to carry on his work.
And He said to them, ‘It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority. But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and to the end of the earth’. Now when he had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up and a cloud received Him out of their sight"
(Acts of the Apostles Cpt 1 Vs 7-9)
Ascension Day is 40 days after Easter because the Bible states Jesus met with people for 40 days after his resurrection


Isn’t spring a lovely time of year

Dear Friends in the Uttoxeter Area,

Isn’t spring a lovely time of the year?  Green leaves unfurling, fluffy pink cherry blossom and the blackthorn white with flowers hiding the prickles.  The science of spring is not something many of us understand but we can appreciate the beauty, and the natural environment finds ways to regenerate even if it takes a long time.   The resilience and mystery of nature remind us of God working in our lives and in our churches, and we too have to be patient with the process.
In the Easter reading from John 20 we hear about the disciples who had locked themselves in through fear, trying to shut out the world and their distress, but the risen Jesus came into the room, greeting them with peace. They had walked with Jesus in his ministry, they had the scriptures and they had seen miracles but there was a lot they didn’t understand.   Jesus said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit, and forgive people.”    In the presence of Jesus they realised that they had so much to learn, but they also received the power to go forward, to step out of their locked room and start telling their friends about this Jesus.  Thomas wasn’t there the first time, but the following week his scepticism was transformed in the presence of Jesus, and he didn’t need any more proof.  
Growing and learning are important and as Aristotle wrote “The more you know the more you realise you don’t know”.  We will continue to have lots of questions about what God is up to in our lives, in our area and when we look at the news and question the decisions of world leaders. Some answers may become clear in time, some questions will never be answered, but we can be confident that in the presence of Jesus we have purpose and hope and are called to tell others about all that God is doing.    
At this time when decisions are being made locally and the news brings more stories of despair, let us pray that God’s purpose and hope will become a priority.  
May we all receive a blessing in the presence of Jesus the Son of God.
Lucy
Lucy Toyn 
Reader Uttoxeter Area of Parishes
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