The United Benefice of Slyne with Hest St Luke
and Halton St Wilfrid with Aughton St Saviour

17th May 2026
th Sunday of Easter
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Collect
Risen, ascended Lord, as we rejoice at your triumph, fill your Church on earth
with power and compassion, that all who are estranged by sin may find
forgiveness and know your peace, to the glory of God the Father. Amen

Acts 1.6-14

So, when they had come together, they asked him, Lord, is this the time when
you will restore the kingdom to Israel? He replied, It is not for you to know the
times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.
When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud
took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up
towards heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said,
Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who
has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you
saw him go into heaven.

Then, they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near
Jerusalem, a sabbath days journey away. When they had entered the city, they
went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and
James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James
son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James.

All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain
women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.

Peter 4.12-14 5.6-11

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you
to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice
in so far as you are sharing Christs sufferings, so that you may also be glad and
shout for joy when his glory is revealed. If you are reviled for the name of
Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God,
is resting on you.




Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may
exalt you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you.
Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil
prowls around, looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your
faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters throughout the world are
undergoing the same kinds of suffering. And after you have suffered for a little
while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ,
will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the
power for ever and ever. Amen.

This is the word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
Gospel Reading

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.
John 17.1-11

After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, Father,
the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you
have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you
have given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true
God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. | glorified you on earth by finishing
the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own
presence with the glory that | had in your presence before the world existed. |
have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world.
They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word.
Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words
that you gave to me | have given to them, and they have received them and
know in truth that | came from you; and they have believed that you sent me.
| am asking on their behalf; | am not asking on behalf of the world, but on
behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours,
and yours are mine; and | have been glorified in them. And now | am no longer
in the world, but they are in the world, and | am coming to you. Holy Father,
protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one,
as we are one.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, O Christ.



Post Communion

Eternal God, giver of love and power, your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all
the world to preach the gospel of his kingdom: confirm us in this mission and
help us to live the good news we proclaim; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Please remember in your prayers:

St Luke’s: Pat, Julia, William, Michael, Moya, June, Karen, Chris, Hazel,

Revd John Gordon (URC) Simon, Kate.

St Wilfrid’s: Katie Victoria, Marjorie, Margaret, George and Daphne, Ruby,
Christine.

St Saviour’s: Margaret (Karen’s Mum)

May they and all those unable to be with us, feel the healing power of Jesus.
Village prayers. This week we pray for those who live and work on Manor Lane;
Manor Crescent; in Slyne with Hest and Thrushgill Drive, Wisp Hill, Haylot Ave
in Halton and the people of Aughton.

Notices
Christian Aid Week. Sunday 17" May marks the end of Christian Aid Week. This
year the appeal is to help mothers in Nairobi, Kenya, facing the devastating
reality of urban poverty and the daily struggle to feed their children. Please
return envelopes to church and give them to Rev Susan or Shealagh Whytock (St
Wilfrid’s).
Halton Park House Garden is open for the NGS and NSPCC on Saturday 16 May
and Sunday 17 May from 11am to 4pm. Adults £6, children free. Teas, cakes and
BBQ.
Dates for your Diary:

e Friday 5" June 7 pm Quiz night in Slyne church hall in aid of St Luke’s
roof fund. Fun for all the family with chip Balms and prizes galore in spin
the wheel competition. Entry is £5-00 on the door

e Saturday July 4th St Luke’s Church Summer Fair, 12-3 pm in aid of the
roof fund. Donations for tombola and raffles are now urgently needed.
They can be left in the box in the church or the church hall. For further
details contact Jonathan 07754262315

e PCC Day Saturday 11*" July 2026. 9am — 12.30pm. A day to look at the
vision for the future for our churches and to reflect on the qualities
needed for the new Rector.

e 11-13" September — Parish Mission Weekends




Calendar of services and events
17" May | 8am Holy Communion St Luke’s
Seventh 9.30am Family Worship St Luke’s
Sunday 10 am Family Communion and APCM St Wilfrid’s
of Easter | 6.30 pm Youth Cafe Church Hall Slyne
Mon 2 pm Knit and Natter Church Hall Slyne
Tues 9am Morning Prayer St Wilfrid’s
Weds 9am Morning Prayer St Luke’s
Thur 10 am Prayer and discussion group Church Hall Slyne
10.45 am | Community Coffee morning Church Hall Slyne
2 pm Body and Soul Church Hall Slyne
Sat 2 pm Burial of Ashes St Luke’s
24" May | 9.30 am Family Communion St Luke’s
Pentecost | 10 am Family Communion St Wilfrid’s
11.30am | Holy Communion St Saviour’s
2.30 pm Baptism of Declan St Luke’s

Heavenly Father,

in our Centenary year
we rededicate ourselves and our Diocese to you.
Send the Holy Spirit to give us

confidence in our witness,

generosity in our service,

and love for our neighbours,

that your Church may be renewed

and many come home to you,

through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen

Rector: Susan Seed — 01524 822128, revsusan.seed@btinternet.com
Priest: Helen Leathard
Lay minister: Martin Wakelin-07740933463,martin@racquetstringer.co.uk
Parish Safeguarding Officers: St Luke’s — Sarah Mainwaring 01524 811430
St Saviour’s — Karen Swindlehurst 07894173315.
St Wilfrid’s — Children: Christine Walmsley 07788646740.

Adults: Sarah Mainwaring 01524 811430
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