
Sunday 17th May 2026

Christ Church with St Mary’s

Service of Holy Communion

Theme: The disciples on
                Ascension Day  

We say together the words in bold



The Lord be with you      and also with you.



Parish Bible verse 
 2025 - 2026

Love never wrongs 
anyone- hence love 
is the fulfilment 
of the law.

Romans 13:10



A Prayer for Growth

God of mission
who alone brings growth to your church,

send your Holy Spirit to give vision to our planning
wisdom to our actions and power to our witness.

Help our Partnership of Churches to grow in numbers
in spiritual commitment to you

and in service to our Swindon community
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen



Opening Sentences

The world belongs to the Lord
the earth and all its people.

How good and how lovely it is
to live together in unity.

Love and faith come together
justice and peace join hands.



If the Lord’s disciples keep silent,
these stones would shout aloud.

Lord, open our lips 
and our mouths shall proclaim your praise.



1Praise is rising
eyes are turning to you

we turn to you.
Hope is stirring

hearts are yearning for you
we long for you.

1/6 



Pre-Chorus

'Cause when we see you
we find strength to face the day
in your presence
all our fears are washed away
(washed away)

2/6 



Chorus

Hosanna hosanna
you are the God who saves us
worthy of all our praises
hosanna hosanna
come have your way among us
we welcome you here Lord Jesus

3/6 



2Hear the sound of
hearts returning to you
we turn to you.
In your Kingdom
broken lives are made new
you make us new.

4/6 



Pre-Chorus

'Cause when we see you
we find strength to face the day
in your presence
all our fears are washed away
(washed away)5/6 



Chorus

Hosanna hosanna
you are the God who saves us
worthy of all our praises
hosanna hosanna
come have your way among us
we welcome you here Lord Jesus

Ending

Hosanna hosanna CCLI Song # 4662491
Brenton Brown | Paul Baloche © 2005
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Offertory 
and 

thankyou 
prayer



Children’s talk – ‘The disciples on Ascension Day’



Prayer with the children



Prayers of Penitence

As we prepare to celebrate the presence of Christ in word 

and sacrament, let us turn to the Lord and confess our sins.

Almighty God, in the community of Christ’s Church 
and in the presence of  God’s people, we confess 
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed.  

We have not loved you, cared for your world 
or respected your people as we should.  We own 

our responsibility and pray for your pardon.  
Amen



Words of Forgiveness

May God forgive us, 

Christ befriend us 

and the Spirit renew 

and change our lives.

Amen



Acts 1 : 6 - 14

This is the word of the Lord

R: Thanks be to God



John 17 : 1 - 11

This is the word of the Lord

R: Thanks be to God



Sermon- ‘The disciples on Ascension Day’ 



Merciful Father   - Accept these prayers 
for the sake of your son our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen

Prayers

Final Response



The Peace

The peace of the Lord 

be always with you 

and also with you. 

 



1Let our praise be your welcome
let our songs be a sign.
We are here for you
we are here for you.
Let your breath come from heaven
fill our hearts with your life.
We are here for you
we are here for you.

1/8



Chorus 

To you our hearts are open
nothing here is hidden.
You are our one desire
you alone are holy,
only you are worthy.
God let your fire fall down.

2 /8



2Let our shout be your anthem
your renown fill the sky.
We are here for you
we are here for you.
Let your Word move in power
let what's dead come to life.
We are here for you
we are here for you.

3/8



Chorus 

To you our hearts are open
nothing here is hidden.
You are our one desire
you alone are holy,
only you are worthy.
God let your fire fall down.

4/8



Bridge

We welcome you with praise
we welcome you with praise.
Almighty God of love
be welcome in this place.

We welcome you with praise
we welcome you with praise.
Almighty God of love
be welcome in this place.
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Let ev'ry heart adore
Let ev'ry soul awake.
Almighty God of love
be welcome in this place.
We welcome you with praise
we welcome you with praise.
Almighty God of love
be welcome in this place.

6/8



Chorus 

To you our hearts are open
nothing here is hidden.
You are our one desire
you alone are holy,
only you are worthy.
God let your fire fall down.

7/8



Ending

Be welcome in your house Lord
be welcome in your house.

CCLI Song # 5925649
Jesse Reeves | Matt Maher | Matt Redman | Tim Wanstall
© 2011
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The Communion Prayer

The Lord is here

his Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts

we lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks 

to the Lord our God

it is right to give God 

thanks and praise.



O God of mystery and promise, 

you invite us to discover you in the intimate 
places of ourselves and our lives. 

You invite us to discover you 
within the complexities of our humanity.



You call us beyond ourselves to places of imagination, 

in the unending cycles of day and night, 

seasons of life and death.



With all creation we join in the song of your unending glory:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 



We praise you that in Jesus you make known 

to us the wonder and richness of our humanity. 

We give thanks for his life-giving love, 

for his healing touch, for his vulnerability 

and for his gentleness.

Before he gave up his life, he shared his humanity, 

his flesh and blood with his friends. 



As we do now, what Jesus once did 
let your Spirit move among us to settle on this 

bread and this wine that they may become for us 
the body and blood of Christ.



He took bread, gave thanks for it, broke it and said: 

This is my body given for you. 

Do this to remember me.

(together)



So too, after they had eaten, he took wine, 

gave thanks for it and said:

This is my blood, poured out in love for you. 

 Do this to remember me. 

(together)



So we proclaim the mystery of faith

Christ has died 

Christ is risen

Christ will come again



Come now Spirit of God 

and as we eat and drink these bodily things, 

make us one body, food for the world, 

one blood to be poured out for the life of all.

Touch us with your gentle creativity and fire us 

with longing for the new age of justice and peace.



We ask this through Jesus 

who gave his body that we might be one 

and his blood that we might find new life. 

Amen



As Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 

Our Father in heaven hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come. 

Your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread, forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us in the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours 

now and forever.            Amen.



Together we say:

Lamb of God, you take away 

the sins of the world, 

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away 

the sins of the world, 

grant us peace.



This is the table, not of the church, but of our Lord. 

It is made ready for those who love him and for 

those who want to love him more.  So come you 

who have much faith and you who have little.



Come, because it is the Lord who invites you. 

It is his will that those who want to know him

should meet him here.



Receiving 
the 

bread and wine



1/4 

1There must be more than this
O breath of God come breathe within

there must be more than this
Spirit of God we wait for you.

Fill us anew we pray, fill us anew we pray.



2/4 

Chorus

Consuming fire fan into flame
a passion for your name

Spirit of God fall in this place
Lord have your way, Lord have your way with us.



3/4 

2Come like a rushing wind
clothe us with power from on high

now set the captives free
leave us abandoned to your praise.

Lord let your glory fall, Lord let your glory fall.



4/4 

Chorus

Consuming fire fan into flame
a passion for your name.
Spirit of God fall in this place.
Lord have your way
Lord have your way with us.  (repeat)

Glory, glory, send your glory
glory, glory, send your glory
glory, glory, send your glory
glory, glory.  (repeat)

[Chorus rpt]

Tim Hughes 2004



1/7

1The moon and stars, they wept, 
the morning sun was dead
The Saviour of the world was fallen
his body on the cross, 
his blood poured out for us
the weight of every curse upon him.



2/7

2One final breath he gave as heaven looked away
the Son of God was laid in darkness.

A battle in the grave, 
the war on death was waged

the power of hell forever broken.



3/7

Pre-chorus

The ground began to shake, the stone rolled away
his perfect (reckless) love could not be overcome.

Now, death, where is your sting?
Our resurrected King has rendered you defeated.



4/7

Chorus
Now, forever he is glorified, forever he is lifted high
and forever he is risen.  He is alive, and he is alive !



5/7

Bridge  

We sing hallelujah, we sing hallelujah
We sing hallelujah, the Lamb has overcome (repeat)

We sing hallelujah, we sing hallelujah, 
we sing hallelujah.
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Pre-chorus

The ground began to shake, the stone rolled away
his perfect (reckless) love could not be overcome.

Now, death, where is your sting?
Our resurrected King has rendered you defeated.



7/7

Chorus

Now, forever he is glorified, forever he is lifted high
and forever he is risen. He is alive, and he is alive!

2015 Christa Black Gifford, Gabriel Wilson, Kari Jobe, Brian Johnson, Jenn Johnson, Joel Taylor

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=77b8489817097e66&sxsrf=ANbL-n7ZdSI-IYRsCCHJPMcCXcfLgOcQLg:1778702887449&q=Christa+Black+Gifford&si=AL3DRZHnaVpOpV17tK9mg6av50PE-kRfFRFUaAr9T0Uxmp5elYoSMPk6M3BrgKmxYIdXP_OlJIr0z808k6I78m2Sn_L0VLrH5AOU8JnGNVsxEjBUZ5ObrIQYUPkOjYhDKDwEtqlOMWhu5OZ8ka5pGByDeRylXc1MKX7FahbHAaED1SQquo4Ns5skj9sJeKlQVlIduqXtJ5N7Vo7q0acFd_d2A4enOXAgkVBJYLR2NHQavAx4fvifbvFkkPGsGy7QcQZ8EjsrcH8PdMvwS-J_QMaCjQpbW075EhKxqbkMousa_VzIAjtb8I4%3D&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiMs5HOiLeUAxUgQEEAHdgaMqwQmxN6BAgPEAI
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=77b8489817097e66&sxsrf=ANbL-n7ZdSI-IYRsCCHJPMcCXcfLgOcQLg:1778702887449&q=Gabriel+Wilson&si=AL3DRZGNtcdgKOqVhotcr-UG2kkYpwR2WO4qu3O00NmpwBmLnaiSNnji0nL718lbmERwC-Air1MoDXCNoTo0d5fNwaZk-S0rNza8TwLOVIAlO-0sC_uoIwbf5nj7rsozzu3f88p5ohL1BUwsPDntU_RMr0CuCAHVlYAlPlfM8jMHbXjyRMO1mh5BDd5sQ55-WuYiSwD_NL5jP3WAlpkscSHObqwq4MgiBpp1kKEzcITB5fmpYin1uoQ_bo6PTNk0GoDHBVHD9zBd9qCnVH5fMRLpyUG8oKkf7hc2azAAQlR0P6qwjUiWo_w%3D&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiMs5HOiLeUAxUgQEEAHdgaMqwQmxN6BAgPEAM
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=77b8489817097e66&sxsrf=ANbL-n7ZdSI-IYRsCCHJPMcCXcfLgOcQLg:1778702887449&q=Kari+Jobe&si=AL3DRZGDMkmBg1SB5TH8o8Xeh03tgmwpgZCgiYi5BFB_ELNOTJCNZ2K8fxcYAGWzGxwihjxi8p34jLSugIgt-TiIxN0rmHsKe27NHACpzJTzBABLF_Zqt4saFB_80I5QsPv4pYDbEAFmVu6DYymGTCcTFzfjR8QRggprQjIMKwO4zqkY9Pj8Zgu5fXg4gAxqUqcxRgN9cD9iIW7UoXauqyF4MDq7fIMW_tFZwgvg9oA0vyQq7EziyXqTGET2vYd7G-23Gpxy9VPQlKIr1s-oWSXk3O7eefuQCQ%3D%3D&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiMs5HOiLeUAxUgQEEAHdgaMqwQmxN6BAgPEAQ
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=77b8489817097e66&sxsrf=ANbL-n7ZdSI-IYRsCCHJPMcCXcfLgOcQLg:1778702887449&q=Brian+Johnson+(Bethel+Music+singer)&si=AL3DRZGNtcdgKOqVhotcr-UG2kkYpwR2WO4qu3O00NmpwBmLnS4qUcPPr6QNh01ovvi2YNGa8osvFcOqD_wTSgXZhZlhdksqjHTr4Ny2CJBDjZ8o9K9AmRxRh5_OEl6JcU-dv7Ga5S_6K22829W-gfzgxmEw6yw-ZgeuQTwazjC-jhz0wigtid3ltmHt9j3zop20G_Nx2WbRDUuKyDHGNWQhK41TOAV_jovhyYM3HtncIYRAEHdEOKmrWgbcjBZzL_L0Y9B8Hd4xBkSGU_IwYkDe2UEB4MLocyGdpxd8VUNTFtkvmcnjpDdcrdcEJJcwi8_c6ut-jko5&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiMs5HOiLeUAxUgQEEAHdgaMqwQmxN6BAgPEAU
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=77b8489817097e66&sxsrf=ANbL-n7ZdSI-IYRsCCHJPMcCXcfLgOcQLg:1778702887449&q=Jenn+Johnson&si=AL3DRZGDMkmBg1SB5TH8o8Xeh03tgmwpgZCgiYi5BFB_ELNOTFstN7F6CSk42BGGHXWCvEB-qTQTi91Z5RPdQZFAqkYYVzxjLwlVVhvOmEcCYWjViFfJwJa_E3ckYY7nNgQIhRB5U4ZEl9JcVXu77f-i3wrhAyWVkz5fq8ceFa72TwHBMTCc9ZDlvDBMTcSNG5F6zqo09CtPp1st_9jaqXZeAGyjo2a1542S-tjdge0b6_zLRf6kjQyDy4olFxYH0PqYEX-lLwjr7MA1MwvXUQSPpKCZN25tLh2K6f4BvEIulJY4YhAzjDs%3D&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiMs5HOiLeUAxUgQEEAHdgaMqwQmxN6BAgPEAY
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=77b8489817097e66&sxsrf=ANbL-n7ZdSI-IYRsCCHJPMcCXcfLgOcQLg:1778702887449&q=Joel+Taylor&si=AL3DRZGNtcdgKOqVhotcr-UG2kkYpwR2WO4qu3O00NmpwBmLnQoAbTj8PWlCkmrWTSUgcr-W_uql8ScX-1gWA42rOcl7WndHZgyk_pIIPmAastl4wfFHLC3IGJMLNhlXRZhcNW45anTJO2AejZOhX1RCmCai_xp73bK7doNZYEvYs03Qx3oeUGJy1J537g8--l0J1E_6QXa_GtPY8tFAuntvkFlBvVO1KUpywmtNWqs-1gARBTvGfJvDMFUEKQiZYMDhiYL0dVqukPX1Bq1DspD3xOA_H4WFNM7sEIbWI6OauZWqqNBHGWI%3D&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiMs5HOiLeUAxUgQEEAHdgaMqwQmxN6BAgPEAc


Receiving 
the 

bread and wine



After communion:

Let us pray 

Lord Jesus Christ, you have 
put your life into our hands; 
now we put our lives into yours. 
Take us, renew us and remake us. 
What we have been is past; 
what we shall be through you, 
still awaits us. 

Lead us on. Take us with you.                  Amen.



Now may the Spirit of God who brooded over the 
waters and brought order out of chaos 

find a home in our hearts and settle our minds 
as we continue today and that tomorrow 

we may wake and live to God’s glory.           
Amen.



Family News

God’s work- 
our hands



1/2

Jesus shall take the highest honour
Jesus shall take the highest praise
let all earth join heaven in exalting

the Name which is above all other names.
Let's bow the knee in humble adoration

for at his Name ev’ry knee must bow.
Let ev’ry tongue confess 

he is Christ, God's only Son.
Sov’reign Lord, we give you glory now.



2/2

All honour and blessing and power
belongs to you, belongs to you. 

All honour and blessing and power
belongs to you, belongs to you.

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God.



1/2

Jesus shall take the highest honour
Jesus shall take the highest praise
let all earth join heaven in exalting

the Name which is above all other names.
Let's bow the knee in humble adoration

for at his Name ev’ry knee must bow.
Let ev’ry tongue confess 

he is Christ, God's only Son.
Sov’reign Lord, we give you glory now.



2/2

All honour and blessing and power
belongs to you, belongs to you. 

All honour and blessing and power
belongs to you, belongs to you.

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God.

Chris Bowater 1989



Go out into the world in peace, 
have courage, hold on to what is good

return no one evil for evil 
strengthen the faint hearted 

support the weak, help the suffering, 
honour everyone, love and serve God 

rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.

Thanks be to God.               Amen.



The Blessing
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