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“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9

St Aidan’s Mission Statement 
Our Mission is to: 
Introduce people to Jesus 
Become more like Jesus 
Do what Jesus does 

[bookmark: _Hlk188549867]During June South Hub Churches are using a theme of Giving in Grace, using readings from the Book of Ruth. Four weeks, Four chapters. It’s a great story!

Services in June:
June 7th  10am Holy Communion celebrant Rev Sue Fulford
June 14th 10am in school Sta’s4all   4pm  Evening Prayer
June 21st 10am Morning Prayer
June 28th 10am Beacon service   4pm Holy Communion Celebrant Rev Sandra Jones  

Wednesday Holy Communions 10am:
June 3rd  10am Celebrant Rev Sue Fulford, June 17th Celebrant Rev Sandra Jones 
On June 10th and 24th 10am Holy Communion will be at Holy Trinity.


The screens are now up in church, allowing all the congregation to read the words of prayers and hymns as well as images from all positions in church. We are so pleased that we now do not need to put the screen down for services, and we can all appreciate our lovely stained glass windows. The projector and the large screen can still be used for events such as bible groups or film nights. This makes us so much more flexible. A big thank you to the generous donors to this fund.
The Bereavement Fellowship Group will meet in Church on June 5th. All who are feeling the loss of a loved one are welcome.

The Friendship Group next meet in church in June 25th  at 2pm.  The speaker is to be confirmed. Refreshments will be available.

Confirmation this year for South Hub will take place jointly with North-West and West Hubs. This year it will take place at St Thomas Ashton on Wednesday July 1st.  Preparation classes are led by Sandra and Sue. Two of our children will be confirmed at this time.

Gravetalk! Our own death and funeral arrangements are not something that we like to think about, but it affects us all and is a part of life. You are invited to come along and think about, chat or just listen about this subject in a safe environment. There will be a cup of tea, and it’s far less grim than it sounds. This event has been operating once a month for 6 months in our hub churches. On June 17th 11 – 12.30 it will be at St Aidan’s. This will be your last opportunity to join in.

During the four Fridays of June a team of volunteers from church, led by Rev Sue Fulford, will be going into school to deliver ‘Transitions’ with Year 6 pupils. This aims to provide some support for the children as they prepare for the big step of moving to their secondary schools. 

On May 19th and 20th 4 classes of children from St Aidan’s School came into church to ‘Experience Pentecost’. School tell us that the children absolutely loved the experience! They said it was such a powerful and engaging way to bring the story of Pentecost to life, something special for everyone involved. It was a great experience for the volunteers, who enjoyed sharing the group work with them.  Thanks to these group workers and those who did the refreshments. Thanks to Margaret Stott for her organisation.

At the APCM on Sunday 10th May Helen Weavers was elected as one of the Hub Wardens. The 4 vacancies for lay members of Deanery Synod were filled by Mansell High, Linda High, Paula Gillespie and Sue Neil. There is still a vacancy for a second Hub Warden.

After the success of last year’s event, St Peter’s at Bryn are organising another Walking Day on June 7th. It will start from St Peter’s School at 2pm. Those wishing to walk would need to be there for 1.30pm. As we have a service that day we will not be formally joining the event, but all are invited by the school to attend.
 
South Hub Cheese and Wine Tasting Evening with a  fun quiz.
Friday 19th June at 7.00 pm for a 7.30 start at  St Thomas's Church. Tickets priced £10.00 per person. Tickets are available from Revd Dave  07972577801 or email dhamlett@blueyonder.co.uk.
There is a free raffle - Your raffle ticket will be your entrance ticket. This is a ticketed event ONLY (so please do not just turn up on the night) due to having to order in advance  the Wine and Cheese. There will be a tasting of 5 wines and 5 cheese's(some unusual) and 5 rounds of quiz questions with prizes to the winning team
Teams of no more than 6, but don't worry if you can’t get a team, we can organise this on the night. So order you place quickly.
Please bring along your own nibbles and don't forget your wine glass.

The Well meets on the first Sunday of each month from 7pm – 9pm at St Mark’s Church, Newtown. It is collective worship for all of Wigan Deanery. On June 7th Rev Kelvin Bolton explores the ‘tell’ rhythm of discipleship. Two LML’s from our South Hub will be recommissioned at the Well. Please come along to encourage Ros Unsworth (St Andrews) and Jan Cornthwaite (St Thomas). 

The Registers May 2026
Funerals  –   ‘May they rest in peace’       
Monday 18th May    Jeanette Gertrude Howard
Burial Of Ashes	 Elizabeth and Ronald Taylor
    
Donations and Remembrance for May
Repair of Clock Donations
With thanks to Enid Hitchen and for the anonymous donations
Joan is pleased to announce that through her appeal on Facebook we received 20 one off donations totalling £785 through the Parish Giving Scheme.  As a result of this we received the tax immediately totalling £166.25.  We also received a further £275 by bank transfer through this appeal.  She would not normally quote the amounts but it is with thanks that this money donated by some of our community who are not involved in our church but some whom have fond memories or just want to help has resulted in us being able to meet the cost  of a good quality repair to the clock in full. We will have a 10 year guarantee.

Pantry Donations: 
With thanks to Marion Boardman, John Widdop and the anonymous donations given every week for the pantry. They really make a difference to our members many who are struggling.


Prayer for the Parish

If anyone needs to be added to our prayer list please let Helen Steele or Margaret Stott know. The person or family must give permission for any name to be added to the list. Our ‘sick list’ has people listed by their first names so that some confidentiality is preserved. These people are known to God as we pray in this way. 

For fully confidential prayer needs contact Jennifer Berry for the St Aidan’s Prayer Circle on 01942 389715 or Brenda Bridge on 01744 894528. 
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Please pray for all those you know who need God’s healing touch, those who are struggling in Body, Mind and Spirit, and from our parish we pray especially for Tracey-Ann, Jeanette, Roy, Linda, Young Olivia, Jack, Caroline, Susan, Alan, Jeff, Barbara and Bill. Remember the bereaved and all who are feeling the pain of separation from their loved ones, whether that is recent or a while ago.

Please also pray for
· St Aidan’s to move forward with our Mission Plan, to enable us to reach out to our local community, and that we will follow God’s plan for us.
· Sufficient volunteers to enable the ministry of St. Aidan’s to continue effectively throughout 2026.
· For each church member to become more like Jesus.
· The end of conflict in our world, and support for those who are struggling the effects of the conflicts that seem endless
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