

24th May 2026              St. James the Less              PENTECOST
[bookmark: _Hlk178029900][bookmark: _Hlk180797981]SUNDAY
11am     HOLY COMMUNION    Rev Pete
         Eucharistic Prayer D   p.28 [194]

Readings   Acts 21-21     John 2019-23


Pentecost – not a Ghost but a Gift

We used to call it Whitsun – ‘White Sunday’ because long ago children marched to church in white on that day. There are no processions nowadays, and we’ve changed its name to ‘Pentecost’, which is more accurate but needs explaining.
Pentecost means 50th and ever since the days of Moses receiving the 10 commandments, which was 50 days after the night of the passover and escape from Egypt, Jewish people have celebrated Shavuot 50 days after they’ve celebrated the Feast of the Passover. Thus there were many people in Jerusalem celebrating when, 50 days after the first Easter Day, something extraordinary happened.  
Having watched His ascension into heaven 10 days earlier, Jesus’ disciples were together in an upper room in Jerusalem, afraid to show their faces in case the authorities arrested them. But on the day of Pentecost, they had an amazing collective experience. They described it in terms of wind and fire, a great surge of spiritual energy and confidence. Afraid no longer, the disciples burst out on to the streets where crowds were gathering for the festival and began to tell them about Jesus and His resurrection. As they did so, although many of the people in the crowd were foreigners who spoke other languages, everyone heard them in their own tongue. As a result, 3,000 people believed and were baptised in the name of Jesus - the nucleus of what, in 100 years, would be a Church that would turn history upside down. For Christians, Pentecost is in effect the birthday of the Church.
Many people find the whole idea of the Holy Spirit mysterious and elusive. It wasn’t helped by the earlier title ‘Holy Ghost’. The spirit is not spiritually a ‘ghost’ but a precious gift.
WEDNESDAY (27th)
10:30am   HOLY COMMUNION    Rev Mark
            Eucharistic Prayer D   p.28 [194]

Readings   1Peter 118 to end   Mark 1032-45 

                    SERVICES NEXT WEEK                 

Sun 31st May  10:30am  Holy Communion        WWe welcome our friends from St. B to join us in worship
                  
[bookmark: _Hlk213108038]Weds 3rd June  10:30am  Holy Communion
[bookmark: _Hlk181129205]
           Prayer for the Week  	    BRF	
Come, Holy Spirit, come,
help me to worship the Father,
and see the Son.
Come, kingdom of God, come,
help me to receive the Spirit,
and follow the Son.
Come, Lord Jesus, come,
Help me to be filled with the Spirit,
and to glorify the three-in-one.
	                  AMEN
                                                      
Please continue to pray for all those on our prayer list: Guy & Catherine Negus,  Pam & Derek Johnson, Derek Cotgrove, Paul Haisman-Baker,  Tessa Yates, Sue Burton, Wendy Haji.


Don’t  forget
BIBLE course on Weds at 1:00pm and 7:30pm  
                                                             in St. Barnabas  Sat 30th  7pm  QUIZ NIGHT St. Michael’s hall  

Sun 31st  11:45am (after morning service) APCM  
                              [Annual Church Meetings]

Sat 13th June 10:30am BEAT’N’BEANS: Vocal Ease

Sat 20th June 10:30am  SUMMER FÊTE




Church website:   https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6384/         BTH website: bth-group.org 
Revd Mark Smeed:   01268 211009       
Claire Littlejohn (St. James’ Newsletter): 01268 757557  
Revd Pete (Team Leader/Area Dean):  01268 211009  
