
 
 

       
 
Saturday 2nd May  
5.00 – 7.00pm Youth Church Woodford 
Halse 
 
Sunday 3rd May 
9.30am Holy Communion at Boddington 
10.00am BCP Morning Prayer at Eydon 
10.00am Café Church at Woodford Halse 
11.00am Holy Communion at Byfield 
 
Wednesday 6th May 
9.45am Holy Communion at Byfield 
11.15am Prayer Group Woodford Halse 
 
Thursday 7th May 
11.00am Funeral at Byfield 
 
Sunday 10th May 
9.30am Holy Communion at Eydon 
10.00am Morning Prayer at Boddington 
11.00am Common Worship Communion at 
Aston le Walls 
11.00am Café Church at Byfield 
1.00pm Baptism at Eydon 
 
Tuesday 12th May 
11.30am Funeral at Eydon 
 
Wednesday 13th May 
9.45am Morning Prayer at Byfield 
11.15am Prayer Group Woodford Halse 
 
Saturday 16th May  
Plant Sale at Eydon 
5.00-7.00pm Youth Church at Woodford 
Halse 
 
Sunday 17th May 
9.30am BCP Communion at Aston le Walls 
10.00am Family Service at Eydon 
11.00am Holy Communion at Woodford 
Halse 
6.00pm Evening Prayer at Boddington 
 
Tuesday 19th May 
2.00-2.45pm Little Angels at Byfield 
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What’s in a name? 

It will soon be Pentecost… or should that be 
Whitsunday? 

Does it matter? No, it doesn’t matter, it’s the 
same, but the name helps us to think a little 
deeper. 

Pentecost, from the Greek word for 50, is 50 
days after Easter and a Jewish festival (much 
in common with our Harvest Festival). In 
Acts, the disciples (women and men) were 
preparing to celebrate Pentecost when the 
Holy Spirit descended like ‘tongues of fire’, 
there was the sound of a great wind, Peter 
preached and thousands became Christians 
that day. 

The small number of women and men, hiding 
away and afraid, became a large number of 
women and men, speaking about Jesus’ 
death and resurrection. 

So why did it used to be Whitsunday? 

Maybe from the Old English ‘White Sunday’, 
people were often baptised then wearing 
white robes. Or maybe Whitsunday comes 
from ‘Wisdom Sunday’ – I love this 
explanation because it draws us back to the 
heart of the biblical account. Wisdom Sunday 
because the Holy Spirit is viewed as the 
wisdom of God who gives wisdom to 
Christians. 

Whatever we call it, Pentecost is the birthday 
of the Church. We focus on God who gives 
wisdom and enables the church to serve their 
community. 

My prayer this Pentecost is that we also 
continue that tradition of care for those who 
need it most and focus on becoming ever 
more a place of welcome for all. 

The Venerable Alison Booker 

Archdeacon of Oakham 

 



 
 

 


