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The Sixth Sunday of Easter	10th May 2026
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	A warm welcome to the Parish Church for Great Ayton, part of the Diocese of York in the Church of England


Today’s Services

8.00am:	Holy Communion
9.15am:	Parish Communion
Preacher:	Rev Sarah Cliff
4.00pm:	Café Church 


	Hymns (HOAN)

Introit		106	Come, Holy Spirit, come (omit * verses)
Gradual	593	Spirit of God, our light amid the darkness
Offertory	428	Love divine, all loves excelling
Communion.	578	She sits like a bird
Recess.	673	Thou, whose almighty word
Anthem	       	If ye love me, keep my commandments (Tallis)

	

	This week we pray for:

Church: The Dean and Chapter of York Minster.  We pray the Holy Spirit prompts someone in this parish to offer themselves as a Church Warden to work with Alison.
Community: Young families and those who are seeking homes in this village, we pray for all who are struggling with suitable housing in this area.
World: For peacemakers and peacekeepers, especially the situation in the Middle East, Russia and Ukraine.
Sick: Sally–Anne, Gwen, Stuart, Kiera, Gill, Celia, Marina - all we remember personally.
Anniversary: Leslie Blackburn. Josie Wilson, Colin Johnson, Betty Breckon, Ray Brown, (Vera Irvine, Mary de Wardt, Ann Browne, Connie Heslop, Gordon Chisem)
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COLLECT
O God the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: we beseech you, leave us not comfortless, but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us and exalt us to the place where our Saviour Christ is gone before, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

FIRST READING: ACTS 17: 22-31
Paul stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “Men of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious. For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. Now what you worship as something unknown I am going to proclaim to you. 
“The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands. And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything, because he himself gives all men life and breath and everything else. From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live. 
“God did this so that men would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us. ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’ “Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone—an image made by man’s design and skill. In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent. For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the dead.”
SECOND READING: 1 PETER 3: 13-22
Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. 
“Do not fear what they fear; do not be frightened.” 
But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behaviour in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. It is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 
For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, through whom also he went and preached to the spirits in prison who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, and this water symbolises baptism that now saves you also – not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience towards God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand – with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.
GOSPEL: ST JOHN 14: 15-21
Jesus said: “If you love me, you will obey what I command. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counsellor to be with you for ever—the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Before long, the world will not see me any more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live.  On that day you will realise that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him.”

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Eternal God, giver of love and power, your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world to preach the gospel of his kingdom: confirm us in this mission, and help us to live the good news we proclaim; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

NEWS FOR THE PEWS
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Happy Birthday Christ Church! To celebrate 150 years of worship we will be having an All Age Service of Celebration on Wednesday 20th May at 5.00pm followed by a Family Picnic.  Invitations will be sent out to all of the households in the village and we have invited Marwood and Roseberry Schools to attend along with the uniformed organisations in the village.

May 19th 12:30pm - Memorial Service for Squadron Leader George Morley Fidler – RIP Following the recent discovery in France of the body of Squadron Leader Fidler from Great Ayton, he is to be given a military burial in the British War Graves Cemetery Longueval, France.  This is 86 years to the day he lost his life in his Hurricane fighter plane.  With further details to be finalised with the MOD, RAF and others we will be holding a service at Christ Church at the same time the service is taking place in France.  Assistance will be needed as we will be hosting RAF personnel and potentially relatives of the Squadron Leader Fidler. 

[image: ]Little Fishes meet at the Church at 9.45am every Tuesday during term time for preschool children and their parents/carers.  We are in need of extra volunteers to serve tea and coffee, if you have like to help out please let us know.

[image: ]Café Church Why not join us at Café Church in the Church Hall every 2nd and 4th Sunday for Cake, Coffee, Conversation, Worship and Wondering! 4.00pm for Cake, 4.30pm for informal family Worship and 5pm for Discussion and Teaching (with groups for different age groups from about two and a half).  Contact Nick Land (01642 778076) drnickland@aol.com for more info.

Spire Newsletter 11 Paper copies of the new issue - for May and June - are available for collection at the back of Church.  You are welcome to take one and another for a friend or neighbour.

Taizé style Evening Prayer Please join us in All Saints at 6 o'clock on Sunday 7th June, 5th July, 2nd August and 6th September for 40 minutes of peace and tranquillity.  All are welcome, please invite a friend.

Tie a Ribbon takes place from Sunday 17th to Sunday 31st May.  Everyone is encouraged to tie a ribbon and pray for a loved one or a situation before tying the ribbon on Suggitt’s railings.  Ribbons will be available from the back of Church.

Ascension Day - Thursday May 14th.  There will be a short service at 8am at St. Oswald’s followed by a breakfast (bacon bun or croissant with tea/coffee).  In order that we have an idea of numbers for catering, please sign the sheet at the back of church.  All are welcome.

Food Bank Sunday next week 90% of the food distributed by the food bank is donated by the public, which is why our donations are so important. Please bring what you can next week and leave at the back of Church.  Thank you.

Christian Aid Week 10 - 16th May 2026 Christian Aid, the international charity determined to fight poverty and respond to humanitarian emergencies, no matter how tough it gets.  You can donate online at http://caid.org.uk/Give 

THE WEEK AHEAD
Tuesday: 12th May:
9.45am: Little Fishes 
Wednesday 13th May:
10:00am: Holy Communion (BCP)
Thursday 14th May: 
8.00am: Ascension Day Service at St Oswald’s
9.30am: Time to Pray at All Saints
Sunday 17th May: Seventh Sunday of Easter
8.00am: Holy Communion (BCP)
9.15am: Parish Communion
11.00am: All Age Service at St Oswald’s

[image: ]You can use this QR code to donate to Christ Church.

Large Print Copies of this Service Booklet are available.
Hearing Aid Users can tune into our Services on the ‘T’ position
Disabled Access is through the Church/Hall link passageway

For all the latest news and information visit our ‘Church Near You’ page which we are working on to make it useful; go to  www.achurchnearyou.com and put in the location box either Great Ayton or Newton under Roseberry for the correct place. 
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