Message to Marton Friends for Sunday 24th May 2026 (Pentecost).

Dear Marton Friends,

Please find attached this week's update from Rev Steve, including his reflection on the gift of the Holy Spirit (Pentecost). Although we have no service in Marton Church this Sunday, I have put out the candle banner, which doubles as our Pentecost and Advent banner! There are morning services at Stillington, Sheriff Hutton and Farlington Churches - see the update for more information.

Hopefully we'll be able to sit outside for Midday Prayers on Tuesday (11-12). As you know, we pray for Marton Church, all who live and work in the parish of Marton and Moxby, our clergy and volunteers (including the Benefice Council) and for all who use the road outside the church - as well as any particular people or situations that come to mind. It's a very friendly group and you are always welcome to join us. Thank you for praying with us for Steve and Sue as they prepare for Steve's retirement. 

We look forward to the Quiet Day in Marton Church on Saturday 20th June. The programme runs from 9.30 to 3pm, but you are very welcome to come and go if you have other commitments or plans! Steve will be leading short reflections on themes around pilgrimage, wilderness, thin places and new beginnings which will be followed by space and time for personal reflection, prayer or just soaking up some peace and quiet. The flyer will be circulated next week but please pop the date in your diary if you are interested.

I wonder how you picture the Holy Spirit? We have a range of helpful images - tongues of fire that don't burn you, the purity of the white dove, a still small voice, thunder and lightning, a rushing wind, gentle falling rain etc. There are different names and roles for the Holy Spirit too - Wisdom, Comforter, Guide, Helper, the Spirit of Truth, Evangelist, the Lord the Giver of Life. As you know, the wild goose is commonly used as a Celtic representation of the Holy Spirit and it is the symbol of the Iona Community. One of their prayer cards states: "Geese in a flock have a 70% greater range than a single goose on its own; geese in formation fly 75% faster than single geese...Christianity is a community of faith." This is why it's so important to support and encourage each other - and reach out to people who are 'outside' of church - in any ways that we can. Today's 'Thy Kingdom Come' message has a lovely written 'prayer journal reflection' which encourages us that, through the Holy Spirit,  God is active and working in the world and in our everyday lives at all times and in all places - we just need to learn to listen to those gentle prompts and nudges! (Search for ‘Thy Kingdom Come 2026 Day 9’)


This week's blessing was written by Ruth Burgess, from the Iona Community and seems appropriate for Pentecost!

The light of God
to lead us.
The power of God
to hold us.
The joy of God
to heal us.
The grace of God
to bless us.
The love of God
to enfold us.
Amen. 

Every blessing
Caroline
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