
   

 

For the Benefice of:  

Chillaton, Coryton,  

Dunterton, Lamerton, Marystowe,  

Milton Abbot and  

Sydenham Damerel. 

PARISH NEWS 

JUNE & 

JULY 2026 
Price:  £1 



 2 

 



 3 

 

Event June 2026 July 2026 

Coffee Mornings  

Coffee and Company, Priest’s Room, 
Lamerton 10 - 12pm 

12, 26 10, 24 

Sydenham Damerel from 10.30am 6 4 

Lamerton coffee mornings, Community 
Centre, 10.30 - 12pm 

6, 20 4 

Church and other events  

Knit-a-thon,  
11am Priests Room, Lamerton 

11  

Chapel Barn Theatre Festival, Times 
vary; Chapel Barn Tavistock 

19th - 21st  

Open Garden, Park House, Coryton 
11am 

21  

Mount Kelly Choral Society, Come & 
Sing, 1:30pm Tavistock Methodist 
Church 

27  

Milton Abbott Church Flower Festival 
11am –4pm 

 2-4 

Chillaton & Marystowe Fun Day 
3pm,  St Marys &  Old School Hall 

 4 

Summer Fare & Duck Race 
Lamerton Hall, 1pm 

 18 

Diary Dates 

Magazine deadline for the August/September 2026  
edition is  

end of day: Saturday 11th July 2026 
 

Thank you for your timely submissions - they are gratefully appreciated. 
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June and July take us into the long stretch of the Trinity 
season.  

After the great celebrations of Easter, Ascension and Pentecost, the 
Church turns to the work of living out the faith we proclaim: in worship, 
prayer, service, hospitality, care for our buildings, and commitment to 
the communities in which we are set. 

These months also give us a chance to hold together two important 
parts of our life as a benefice. We need to work together, support one 
another, and share resources and responsibilities where we can. None 
of our churches stands entirely alone. At the same time, each church 
has its own history, dedication, congregation, village, and particular 
character. Patronal festivals are one way of recognising that. They are 
not simply extra services in the diary, but moments when a church 
remembers its dedication and gives thanks for its own place in the life 
of the wider Church. 

In June we mark the Patronal Festival of St Peter on Sunday 28 June. 
Peter is not remembered because he was steady, polished, or always 
right. The Gospels show him as bold, flawed, courageous, fearful, 
loyal, and capable of failure. Yet he is restored by the risen Christ and 
given work to do: “Feed my sheep.” His story is a reminder that the 
Church has never been built on human perfection, but on the grace and 
calling of God. 

In July we remember St Mary Magdalene, whose feast day falls 
on Wednesday 22 July. As there is no service at her church on Sunday 
19 July, we will mark her Patronal Festival at the Songs of Praise on 
Sunday 26 July at 6.30pm at Sydenham Damerel.  

From the Vicarage . . . 
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Mary Magdalene is the first witness to the resurrection, sent to tell 
the disciples that Christ is risen. Her place in the Easter story  
reminds us that Christian witness begins with meeting the risen Lord 
and being willing to speak of what we have seen and heard. 
 
Across June and July there will be the usual pattern of Sunday and 
midweek worship, along with patronal celebrations, Songs of Praise, 
Communion, Matins, Evensong, Crumpet Church, a breakfast  
service, and a wedding. This regular pattern is part of how faith is 
sustained across our villages, not by one church or one congregation 
alone, but by the shared prayer and commitment of the whole  
benefice. 
 
As we come through these summer months, may our patronal  
festivals deepen both our gratitude for each local church and our 
commitment to one another, as together we seek to serve Christ in 
this place. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Gill 

The Reverend Gillian George 
Priest in Charge of the Parishes of Milton Abbot, Dunterton, Lamerton, Sydenham 
Damerel, Marystowe and Coryton, known as the South Tamar Mission Community 

Oil Beetle 
by Anita Townsend 
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We held our Annual Meetings around the parishes on four consecutive evenings 
at the end of April. 
Across the benefice there has been much for which to give thanks.  
PCCs play an important role in supporting the worship, mission, and practical 
life of the Church, helping to ensure that our churches remain places fit for  
worship, prayer, bellringing, weddings, funerals, and service to the community. 
 
In Lamerton, thanks were expressed to Julie Hibbert, who has stepped down as 
both Safeguarding Representative and Benefice safeguarding coordinator after 
years of committed service.  
We are grateful that Annie Jefferies has now taken on the role of Lamerton  
Safeguarding Representative and will continue working with me in coordinating 
safeguarding across the benefice. 
A special word of thanks also goes to Barbara Meikle, who has stepped down 
after twenty years as PCC Secretary for Lamerton and Sydenham Damerel. We 
are deeply grateful for her faithful service.  
Thanks also to Julie for taking on this role, and to Josie, Guy, and Liz for their 
continuing work as PCC Secretaries across the benefice. 
 
At Coryton, we expressed our thanks to Josie Whitfield, particularly as she had 
wanted to stand down from the Churchwarden role last year, but stayed one 
more year for the transition to a new incumbent. Coryton has a strong core of 
people who have ‘got things done’ over the past year. Thank you. 
 
At Marystowe, where we remain without a churchwarden following Joy 
McSmythurs’ resignation in the autumn, thanks were expressed to Joy for her 
years of service, and to husband Andy for his expertise and practical support as 
a surveyor. We’re grateful to James Hitchcock who is continuing his work with 
the churchyard, whilst stepping down from PCC. 
 
We also made encouraging progress towards better representation within one 
of our joint PCCs, with thanks to members of Sydenham Damerel who have 
agreed to stand for PCC, and to members of Lamerton who have generously 
stepped aside to make room. 
 
Finally, heartfelt thanks to all who serve our churches so faithfully —  
churchwardens, treasurers, secretaries, flower arrangers, cleaners, bellringers, 
vergers, school volunteers, fundraisers, and organisers of social events.  
Particular congratulations go to Guy, who this year reaches forty years 
of service as treasurer. 
 
Please see the full list of the 2026 PCCs on the page opposite. 

Annual Meetings Round-up  
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The readings may end with either ‘This is the Word of the Lord’ ,  
or 'For the Word of the Lord' 

to which we are invited to respond ‘Thanks be to God’. 

Please check with the person leading the service as there are options 
which the preacher might want to use, now that we are in  

“Ordinary time”  
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BIBLE READINGS (Year A) 
 

Please use the readings published in the Parish Magazine and your own Bibles 

For those who read this online, please find a link to 
the readings online here:  

https://almanac.oremus.org   

https://almanac.oremus.org/


 10 

 

 

Happy 1st Anniversary  
Rev’d Gill 

 
On a beautiful sunny day, 22 July 2025, Rev’d Gill was licensed by Bishop James (Plymouth) 
as our new priest-in-charge. And what a year it has been! 
Rev’d Gill has taken all of us on 
with enormous enthusiasm, full 
of new ideas to make not only our 
church-going  community, but 
also the  community at large, a 
better place.  
 

She has done a great deal of  
pastoral visiting to get to know 
people in their own homes, to 
listen to their cares and  concerns 
and to get a real feel for the  
community she is serving.  
 
She has tried in many ways to 
make us more involved in our faith, through making services of worship both interesting 
and more interactive.   
The Lent Course she led this year was better attended than any in recent memory with 
more people feeling encouraged to participate in each session.  
Gill’s weekly newsletter keeps everyone up to date not just about church services and 
church news, but also about other community events.  
Given that the Parish News is only published every other month, this weekly newsletter is a 
vital source of current information. 
 

Gill has been stoical about ensuring Safeguarding requirements are met in all our parishes, 
as well as updating policies and church registers which in many instances had not been kept 
current. She should be commended and supported for her valiant efforts.  
 

Gill’s input at the schools has been increasingly impressive as 2026 has progressed. 
Milton Abbott Primary School has not had a regular church presence for many years and it 
has been great to hear of Gill’s involvement with collective worship, weekly RE support and 
special services in the church’s calendar. 
 

Lamerton Primary School is a Church of England School and the only church school in the 
South Tamar Mission Community; therefore there are constant links between St Peter’s 
church, the school and the local community.  
Gill supported the Nativity Plays at Christmas in the church, led an All Age Christingle service 
and School Carol Service.  
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Gill has been closely involved with child focused activities, and supportive of 
initiatives such as the team helping children decorating the window sills in church 
and the perimeter fence outside the school.  
 

Bubble Church training is underway initiated by Gill; it will hopefully commence in 
September.  
Open the book teams visit the school every fortnight.  
A few Breakfast Church sessions were held in February and March and there was 
interest in these sessions continuing. 
 

Holy week events were tailored to be child friendly, including Palm Sunday and on 
Easter Sunday in Coryton a ‘show and tell’ sermon about the events of Holy Week 
and Easter with children opening plastic eggs containing items which helped tell the 
story.  
On Maundy Thursday Gill organised a Levantine “last supper” in the Priest’s Room 
before the traditional stripping of the Altar in church.  
 

Throughout her first year, Gill has shown kindness and encouragement as she has 
tried to grow the South Tamar worshiping community.  
At times, she has had to make difficult decisions and has shown true leadership in 
working to implement them.  
Her efforts, especially in trying to make our church communities more welcoming 
and relevant to children and young families, have so far met with limited success but 
it is still early days and a few green shoots are starting to show. 
 

Change is never easy and there will always be differences of opinion, but with a bit of 
give and take and goodwill, not to forget a lot of prayer, 
these differences can be reconciled.  
So, Rev’d Gill, we are looking forward to seeing what 
your next year with us will bring. And a big ‘thank you’ 
for all you’ve done so far. 
 

Archbishop Sarah Mullally has frequently quoted “If you 
want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go 
together”.   
So let’s all do that and forge ahead with our mission and 
ministry together, during the next 12 months, as a 
cohesive community of our six rural parishes.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
                          Josie Whitfield 
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St. Andrew’s, Coryton 

Continuing improvements at St Andrew’s 

The churchyard is looking beautiful at the moment as 

more wild flowers are coming into bloom,  adding to the 

bluebell display which is particularly good this year. 
 

The sign by the parking area below the church was taken 

down some time ago as the information regarding 

regular services had become obsolete, leaving a blank 

board. The board has now been 

replaced to include a slate which 

currently reads ‘Welcome’ but could be 

used for other messages when 

appropriate. Dates and times of the 

current month’s services are posted in the 

church porch. 
 

The new path to the West (Tower) door of 

the church has been enhanced with  a ramp added to eliminate the step 

from the path up to the church entrance.  

 
Child and young family friendly services 
For some time now, some more child friendly services 

have been trialled at St Andrew’s such as Christingle, The 

Donkey’s Tale on Easter Sunday 2025, an interactive 

sermon this past Easter Sunday with children helping 

Rev’d Gill tell the story of Holy Week and Easter. On May 

10th there was a service of Morning Worship with Baptism 

as baby Harry was welcomed into the fellowship of faith. 

The church was packed with Harry’s family and friends 

including lots of very well-behaved children. The intention 

is that more of the regular services at St Andrew’s will 

include elements—songs, readings, prayers—which will 

especially appeal to children. Adults too will enjoy them. So the next time 

one of these services is advertised, why not come and see what it’s all 

about. A warm welcome awaits you. 

                      Josie Whitfield 
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All Saint’s Church, Dunterton  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2026 to date 
On 13th March we organised a community evening meal at the Rising Sun in Altarnun.  
It was lovely to be able to socialise with one another and exchange news in a relaxed atmosphere. 
I think this will become a regular event! 
We had a lovely Morning Praise service on Easter Sunday which was well attended with the  
congregation being spoilt with drinks and nibbles in addition to the hidden Easter Eggs! 
Only a few days later we held our 4th annual Skittles Event with 30 people competing for the 
coveted title! 
Thanks again to Romily and Mark for letting us use their beautiful barn and congratulations to the 
winning team. 
On 21st April the church was full as we said a final farewell to Gerald Napier and his wife Marjorie 
in a service celebrating their lives. They will be forever in Dunterton’s memory. 
 

Summer 2026 
Following the successful Calendar campaign in 2024, we 
have decided to run a further photo competition this 
year.  
In addition to calendars we are hoping to produce some 
post cards and Christmas cards. We are not limiting your 
creativity to photos of the church this time, any local sce-
nic photos can be submitted for consideration. So take 
advantage of the better weather and get snapping – de-
tails of where to send your photos will be published in the 
next few weeks. 
 

[above] Picture of Dunterton Church at night, by Phillip Stanbury 

Christine Youds 
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St. Mary’s Church,  
Sydenham Damerel 

Sydenham Damerel is blooming lovely at the  
Moment! 
The hedgerows are overflowing with wildflowers, and the 
wild garlic is prolific. Lovely too to see the pops of colour 
in peoples’ gardens as the hydrangeas, rhododendrons 

and wisteria are bountiful.   
This should be great news for the bees but sadly due to the rain, habitat loss and a  
specific virus, Southwest England which is a critical stronghold for endangered bees, has 
seen a significant decline in its bee population.  
Three of our beekeepers have lost most, if not all, their bees this year so we must all try 
and do our bit to save the bees.  
May and June are peak times for swarming and those living in the church roof may 
swarm over the next few weeks.  
30,000 bees could cluster briefly; on a branch, gatepost etc while ‘scout’ bees search for 
a new home.  
Angus and Kate have placed a ‘Russian Scion’ (a stick covered in beeswax!) in the trees 
opposite the church.  
Should you see a swarm there or anywhere, please contact Angus: 07973 600728 or 
Kate: 07870 260035.   
Anyone living near the church could help by having a swarm box in their garden until 
the end of June. Please contact Kate if you are interested. 
We are so privileged to have Chapel Barn Theatre deep in our midst. James and Giselle 
have formed a not-for-profit Community interest Company (CIC). It offers A dedicated 
venue for community, nature, and arts-focused events space for performances and  
creative workshops. It also hosts community theatre initiatives and projects. 
Indeed, many successful community barn dances have been held there have raised 
money for St. Mary’s. 
The Parish Meeting were very keen to support this venture and have donated £100 to 
support their Creative Arts Festival which runs from 19th -21st June; beginning on  
Friday 19th June, 7.30 with a comedy play called Cavalier. All the details can be found 
later in the magazine. 
A reminder too of the Memory Day at Tuell Farm on the 17th of May. Plant a wildflower 
in the meadow to remember someone you love. Plants will be provided as will tea and 
cake with any donations going to charity. Do go along between 11am and 3.30pm. 
Please be vigilant and be aware that a small patch of Japanese Knotweed has been 
found in Townlake. This has been reported and is being monitored. 
Defibrillators in Sydenham Damerel and Townlake are an ongoing issue. The current 
one in Sydenham Damerel is now obsolete and is difficult to get new pads for, while an 
appropriate place to position one in Townlake has yet to be found. This purchase has 
been deferred until the new financial year. 

For those following the Book Club reads, the next book is ‘When The Cranes Fly South 
‘by Lisa Ridzen. 
Enjoy the summer and let’s look after our bees. 

Gail Cullen 



 15 

 

St. Peter’s Lamerton 
 

We had some lovely thought provoking services 
throughout the benefice during the Easter period. 
 
Many thanks to Gill and her team for their hard 
work. 
Congratulations to the winners of our Quiz:  

Margaret and Peter from Sydenham Damerel.  
The quiz brought in over £250. With thanks to all who participated. 
 
Annie’s Mammoth Sale made an unbelievable £500 - a huge achievement 
and again, very many thanks to all involved.  
The money was divided between Devon Historic Churches Trust and  
St Peters Church. 
 
Our next event in support of Help for Heroes and St. Peters will be the 
talk bySquadron Leader Adam Fox Edwards.  
This will be on Friday 29th May at St.Peters at 7.00pm.  
We do hope you will join us for a fascinating talk about his life as a  
Tornado pilot and his time as Assistant to the Master of the Household at 
Buckingham Palace. 
 
Following this will be the great Knit - a - Thon arranged by Babs.  
This will take place on 11th June in the Priests Room at Lamerton 
10.00am to 4.00pm. 
Join us for a very sociable occasion, where coffee and cake will be in 
abundance as well as plenty of chat.  
Do drop in during the day and support our knitters; they will be knitting 
hats and scarves to be sent to Ukraine and sponsorship will help  
St. Peters. 
 
We are still waiting to hear details of the Pets Service and Richard’s great 
walk. 
 
We will keep you posted! 
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St. Constantine’s Church,  
Milton Abbot  

 

We were delighted to welcome so 

many of you to our service of Lighting 

of the New Fire on Easter Eve.  

The weather made things rather challenging, as the 

wind did its best to hamper the lighting of the fire! 

 

A few weeks ago we said farewell to Gerald Napier at 

his Memorial Service in a packed Dunterton church, 

when the weather was much more springlike.  

Then a couple of weeks later we had a joyful Baptism 

service in Milton Abbot for Arthur Dexter. 

 

As I write this we are in the thick of planning (and 

 baking!) for our Country Market on Saturday 16th May, 

when we will have a church full of stalls. 

 

On 2nd -4 th July, 11.00am – 4.00pm, we will have a 

Flower Festival in the church; refreshments will be avail-

able on each day. 

 

And looking even further ahead, our ever-popular 

Christmas Fair will be held in the church on Saturday 

14th November – please make sure you have the date 

in your diary! 

  
Liz Padmore 
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St. Mary’s Church, Marystowe  

There is plenty to report from Marystowe as we 
move into the summer months. 
 

We are delighted to have three weddings in the 
church this season: one on 23rd May, which will 
have taken place by the time this magazine is 
printed, and two more to come on 13th June and 1st August.  
It is especially good news that, following the clearing of the tower, the 
bells have now been serviced, used again for practice, and are once 
more able to be rung for weddings. 
 

The books and puzzles have moved into their new home in the Sunday 
School, where they are awaiting organisation and suitable bookcases.  
 

The monthly Book & Brew Coffee Morning continues there on the last 
Tuesday of the month. 
Increased use of the Sunday School should also help with air  
circulation, so both the church and the Sunday School building have 
benefited from the changes. 
 

At present the church door is unlocked on Sundays and Mondays. 
Please let Rev Gill know if you would like to be involved in helping to 
bring the building further back to life. 
 

A particular thank you goes to the volunteers who worked on the path 
outside the Sunday School, laying new stone to make access to the 
church easier, especially for those using wheels.  
This was hard, practical work, and it has already made a real difference. 
 

We also want to thank all those who continue to work so hard to make 
the Chillaton and Marystowe Fun Day happen. This year it will be held 
on Saturday 4th July, and a great deal of planning, organising and  
behind-the-scenes work goes into making the day possible. 
 

We are very grateful  
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Safeguarding   
 
 

 
Please report any safeguarding  
concerns to your Parish safeguarding representatives or Rev Gill George. 

 
 

Lamerton: Annie Jefferies 01822 614178; Annie.jefferies@btinternet.com 
Sydenham Damerel: Janet Giles; JLGiles89@yahoo.co.uk 
Milton Abbot/Dunterton: Derek Youds; dyouds@aol.com;  
Coryton: Jane Vicat; 01822 860254; janevicat@gmail.com 
Marystowe: Anita Townsend 01822 860123;  
Mongoosemoondaisy12@gmail.com 
 

 
 

If you are concerned for the immediate safety of someone, dial 999 
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A CHILD’S FOOTSTEPS 
  TO FAITH 

Global Warming — a Different Kind 
 
Hardly any subject gets more press coverage, or sparks more 
debate, than global warming. It is being blamed for higher 
temperatures, storms, rising sea levels, droughts, and virtually any 
other phenomenon which we can't explain. There are some who 
believe that if a solution is not found, the world is doomed. There 
are others who think global warming is just a natural trend which 
will correct itself in time. Here, however, is global warming of a 
different kind and perhaps you can do your part to increase it. 
 
Back in 1969, a composer by the name of Kurt Kaiser wrote a song 
entitled "Pass It On." Here is part of the lyrics of that song: 
 

Pass It On 
 
It only takes a spark, 
To get a fire going. 
And soon all those around 
Can warm up in it's glowing. 
 
That's how it is with God's love 
Once you've experienced it; 
You spread his love to everyone, 
You want to pass it on. 
 

There is no doubt that our Lord 
approved of this form of global warming. 
Before he returned to heaven, he gave 
this admonition to his disciples, 
"Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of 
the age." 
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We all have the Good News that 
the world needs. Let's "Pass It 
On." 
 
 
Father, we have been given the 
task of making disciples of all 
nations. Help us to be faithful in 
sharing your love and teaching 
others to keep your 
commandments. In Jesus' name we 
pray. Amen. 
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 A Story on the Theme of Respect 
 

Jemima the Nosey Giraffe 
 
In Chipper Jungle, everything was peaceful 
and happy until Jemima turned up. Jemima 
was an extremely tall giraffe, with a long 
bendy neck like some rubber plant. She got 
on everyone's nerves because she was just 
the nosiest and most gossipy animal anyone 
had ever known. What made it worse was 
that, thanks to her height and her long, 
bendy neck, there was no den or nest 
beyond her reach. There she'd be, always 
sticking her head in. 
 
She observed everything, and made sure 

everyone knew what was going on. This annoyed so many animals 
that they had a meeting and decided to teach her a lesson. 
 
At that time Big Bongo, the most important of all the monkeys, 
decided to move to an old abandoned den, and he did the place up 
until it was the cosiest home in the whole jungle. Jemima couldn't 
help her curiosity, and one night she tiptoed over there and 
approached the bedroom window. The window was open and she 
stuck her head inside. She was just in time to see Big Bongo 
leaving the bedroom. So, Jemima pushed her neck further in so 
that she could follow him to the next room. It was dark inside and 
she couldn't see very well, but she followed him down a corridor, 
and then into another bedroom, and then another... 
 
Until at last Jemima couldn't follow him anymore. She had run out 
of neck. Big Bongo had ran all around his house, and now Jemima's 
neck was in one enormous tangle. 
 
Then all the other animals, who were in on the trick, came over to 
the house to let Jemima know what they thought of her irritating 
nosiness. She felt so embarrassed that she decided from then on 
that she would use her long neck for more constructive tasks than 
poking into the lives of others. 
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NATURE NOTES BY BLUEBELL 

“Where the bee sucks, there suck I 

In a cowslip’s bell I lie; 

There I couch when owls do cry, 

On the bat’s back I do fly 

After summer merrily: 

Merrily, merrily shall I live now 

Under the blossom that hangs on the bough.” The Tempest, William Shakespeare 
 

Soon Ariel’s song is an epitome of an English summer. 
Bees are our main pollinators. There are nearly 300 species of bee, not just honey bees, in the UK, and over 
250 of these are solitary bees. There are also twenty five different species of gloriously fat and fluffy  
bumblebees. (The Bee Bible; Sally Coulthard). 
 

The hoverfly is the second most important pollinator after bees, there are around 270 species in the UK. 
Bees have four wings (Hymenoptera), and hover flies have only two wings (order Diptera), but they are 
often disguised to mimic bees with black 
and golden stripes.  
Many have insectivorous larvae that feed 
on aphids and other garden pests.  
In other continents hoverflies are called 
flower flies. They feed on nectar and  
pollen while pollinating flowers. (Garden 
News March 17 2026). 
 

Bluebell has heard only one cuckoo this 
spring, near Brentor by Gallows hill, but 
she has seen several, increasingly rare, oil 
beetles (see drawing by Vicars letter).. 
Their life story is extraordinary. It is quite 
a large beetle, shiny violet-black, with 
overlapping wing cases, an inch and a 
quarter long, seen ponderously pushing 
along through herbage towards flowers. 
Oil beetles are named for the oily  
droplets of orange haemolymph, which ooze from their joints when they are threatened, and contain  
cantharidin. The female mates only once in her life and lays about 40,000 eggs in scrapes in the ground near 
a flowery place. The eggs hatch into tiny creatures one millimetre long, called bee lice, or triungulins,  
because of the three hooks on their feet for clambering. They climb up into the petals of a flower and wait 
for an insect to come. Then they leap on, and cling tight. But if they are to grow to adulthood it has to be a 
female solitary mining bee (Anthrophora species) which provisions cells with honey before laying an egg in 
each one. Only one quick and lucky little triungulin hurries down the abdomen and attaches itself to the egg 
as it is laid into the honey-filled cell. It bites through the eggshell and devours the contents, then, using the 
empty shell as a raft against drowning in honey, feeding on honey over five moults, and several months, it 
emerges as an adult oil beetle in the spring sunshine. (Nature Notes- Tim Deane 2024) 
 

The nightingale will sing again this spring in woodland concerts in close proximity to Sam Lee, Charlotte 
Church and other musicians, as it did with Beatrice Harrison in 1924, and 1942. 
 

Bluebell recommends Merlin Bird ID, which is a free app. 
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Flag Dates ~ June 2026 
• 4th St Petroc’s Day 
• 13th The Kings Official Birthday 
• 14th  Falklands Day 
• 18th The Battle of Waterloo 
• 21st The Prince of Wales Birthday 
• 27th Armed Forces Day 
• 29th St Peter’s Day 

 

Flag Dates ~ July 2026 
• 1st Canada day 
• 5th NHS Birthday 
• 14th Bastille Day 
• 17th The Queen Consort’s Birthday 
• 21st Belgium Day 

The Bunting Tosser 

Flag Days 

Safeguarding News 
 

Please be aware that the Lamerton Safeguarding  
Representative and Benefice DBS checker is now  
Annie Jefferies.  
Please address any Lamerton safeguarding concerns 
to her.  
Each parish has their own safeguarding  
representative - see above for their contact details.  
 

Rev Gill George is always available to discuss  
safeguarding issues. Any disclosures will be treated 
sensitively and passed to the relevant authority/
diocese safeguarding team, as appropriate. 

 

Julie Hibbert 
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  GARDEN NOTES BY DOUG 
 

The Summer is coming; maybe arrived when you read this! 
The roses are in bloom and so are lots of others.  
The dandelions have produced their seed heads ready for 
the children to blow - what fun that is!  

I’ve sown lots of seeds in pots and trays and many have germinated fine 
but some have failed completely. Maybe too wet or too dry or, perhaps, 
damping-off disease..?  
This is a quite common fungal attack and it’s best avoided by using very 
clean pots or trays and having good quality seed compost. 
 
The fruit trees are looking good.  
Plums, apples and gooseberries; the latter being loved 
by the pigeons last year because I didn’t protect them! 
The fruits are there now as you can see in the  
Photograph [right]. 
 
I’ve sown some carrots in a pot and protected them 
from the root fly by putting some fine mesh over them. 
This is held over the seedlings by an upturned old metal 
hanging basket. Gardeners can find all sorts of uses for 
things! 
 
It’s just about time to plant out the dahlias which have been sprouting 
their new growth in pots in the greenhouse. I’m hoping they will not get 
hit by the slugs. Some more dry weather will help.  

 
Don’t forget to sit out in your garden 
on a nice warm sunny day and  
relax.  
 
Soak up the charm, the colours, the 
shapes and sounds. Enjoy! 
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LAMERTON  WI 

 
 
 

Tuesday 2nd June 2:00pm 
 

The Mikado – filmed by David and Carole McQuarrie-Watson     
Raffle & Tea 

 
 

Tuesday 7th July 2.00pm 
 

William Dawe  -  When I was a film Star  

Raffle & Tea 
 

All meetings held at Lamerton Village Hall 
New members welcome 
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Coffee @ St. Mary’s 
Sydenham Damerel 

First Saturday of every month 
10.30am onwards 

All welcome. 
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 SAM ALLUM 
 

Boiler Maintenance 

Call: 01822 610 668 Mobile: 07832 024 948 
Email: samallum@gmail.com C8240 

FOR SERVICING AND BREAKDOWN OF OIL BOILERS 

 Competitive Rates 
 Friendly, helpful and efficient 
 Call now for a quote 

ADVERTISING! 
 
 

Contact: Mike Jefferies on 01822 614178 
 

E-mail:  mike.jefferies5@btinternet.com  

to discuss your advertising needs. 
 

Advertising for ‘one-off’ local charities and events is free. 
 

⅛ page: £18 per year,  ¼ page: £36 per year,  
½ page: £72 per year, Full page: £144 per year 

Memorials and Renovations of all descriptions 

E. PASCOE & SON 

MONUMENTAL MASONS 

ESTIMATES GIVEN 

Five Acres, Gulworthy 

Tavistock PL19 8HZ 

Tel: 01822 832320/613749 

Email: epascoe@gpamail.co.uk; 

Web: epascoeandson.com 

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.atlantic-heating-services.co.uk/Images/OFTEC.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.atlantic-heating-services.co.uk/&h=80&w=102&sz=3&hl=en&start=7&um=1&tbnid=6qqqiT20-3aF4M:&tbnh=65&tbnw=83&prev=/images%3Fq%3Doftec%26svnu
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Milton Abbot Grouped Parish Council 
 

Please see our website for lots of information about Milton Abbot, Chillaton, 
Bradstone, Dunterton and the surrounding areas along with a list of the local 

parish councillors. 
www.magpc.co.uk 

https://www.magpc.co.uk/
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Yelverton Television Services t/a  
 

Yeltv.co.uk 
G e t  a  c l e a r e r  p i c t u r e  

Email: enquiries@yeltv.co.uk 

Aerial & Satellite installations 
Rentals - Sales - Service 

                                       Keeping it local! 

Room for Hire!  
 

 

 

 

The Priest’s Room, Lamerton is an ideal venue for small  
meetings (20 people max) 

 
It has full tea/coffee making and washing up facilities, tables and 

chairs, heating and a toilet nearby. 
 
 
 

For more details and to make a booking call: 
Irene 01822 616527 
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A fine Victorian house with modern additions and specialist facilities, set 
in beautiful gardens, in rural West Devon. 

 
We offer the elderly a caring and homely environment, with the   

reassurance of 24 hour professional care, including specialist dementia 
care.  

Camplehaye is available for full residential living or respite and day care. 
 

All our rooms have en-suite facilities and are furnished to a high stand-
ard with some having direct access to our large, sunny    courtyard. We 

would be delighted to show you around Camplehaye and for you to 
meet and talk with our residents and staff. 

Camplehaye Residential Home 
 

Lamerton 
Near Tavistock, Devon, PL19 8QD 

Tel: 01822 612014/616583  
 

www.avenscarehomes.co.uk                             admin@camplehaye.co.uk 
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Growing & Supplying 
Turf, Topsoil & Compost 

Acres of weed-treated turf all ready to be cut. 
All turf is cut fresh then supplied direct to your drive. 

Topsoil and Compost dry-stored 

 
Landscaping & Laying 

Years of experience in clearing, planning, landscaping lawns and laying turf 
Diggers, Stone Buriers, Levellers & Graders 

 
We only grow professional turf and use specialist machinery 
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Nigel F Bickle 

 

 INTERIOR AND  

EXTERIOR PAINTER 

 

Call today for a quotation 

07443 645747 

01822 860135 
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