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    Sunday 24th May, Pentecost
 
Welcome to St Mary's this morning
If you are visiting or here for the first time, we hope you feel at home, and please do make yourself known. Those of you with small children may wish to make use of the Children’s Corner during the service, if that is helpful for you. At the offertory a collection will be taken for the work of the church. If you are able to use a Gift Aid envelope please do. There is a card reader, and further information about giving to St Mary’s, by the door where you came in. When we come to share communion please follow the stewards. Refreshments are served in the hall after the service – please stay if you can. 

Services this Sunday 
8am				Eucharist, in Church and on Facebook 
10am				Eucharist, in Church and on Zoom

Hymns								
Processional			175 Come down O love divine
Gradual			182 Gracious spirit, holy ghost
Offertory 			198 There’s a spirit in the air
Communion 		383 Be still, for the presence of the Lord
Final				191 O thou who camest from above

Music
Setting			The Addington Service Shephard
Motet				Listen sweet dove Ives
Voluntary			Toccata from 3 Organ Pieces Temmingh
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Rota for Sunday 24th May, Pentecost 
Welcomers		Brenda Furnival Jones, Ann Sandford
Sidespeople		John and Gillian Budworth
Servers 	 		Roti Tunis, Malcolm Furnival Jones, Anne Crowther
Readers			Malcolm Elliott, Emily Streets
Intercessor		Roger Hawkins
Lay Admin	Martin Douglas, David Horner, Carol Taylor, Michael Waller
Coffee		 	Alan Thomas, Daphne Footer

For your Prayers: 
Any who are sick or suffering: Howard Marshall, Catherine Holliman, Nicola Postle, Jan Frost, Simon Peters
The housebound, among them: Sheila Brown, Chris Skinner, Hazel Bayford
Those who have died: Wilf Farquhar, Edmund Cascarino
Those whose anniversaries fall at this time: Margery Meggy, Leonard Waker, Mary Wilcox, Dorothy Stratton, Betty Janes
In our Deanery: St Andrew’s Stanstead Abbots, with St Margarets & St John the Baptist, Great Amwell. Revd Dr Sarah Forrest
From our Parish Prayer Cycle: Social Services
Those that live in: Little Horse Lane, Lower Bourne Close


Collect 
God, who as at this time taught the hearts of your faithful people by sending to them the light of your Holy Spirit: grant us by the same Spirit to have a right judgement in all things and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

First Reading, Acts 2.1-21
1 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs – in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ 12 All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’ 13 But others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’ 14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16 No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 17 “In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. 18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 19 And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 20 The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

Second Reading, 1 Corinthians 12.3-13
3 No one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the Holy Spirit. 4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body – Jews or Greeks, slaves or free – and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.


Gospel Reading, John 20.19-23
19 It was evening on the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’

Diary for the rest of this week
Monday – Thursday	9.15am Morning Prayer  
Monday – Thursday	5pm Evening Prayer (EP will be sung on Tuesdays)
Monday 25th 		7.30pm Trefoil Guild meeting
Tuesday 26th 		11am Roof Alarm Servicing
Wednesday 27th		11am Eucharist
Friday 28th 			3.45pm Handbells

Rota for Sunday 31st May, Trinity Sunday
Sidespeople		Mike and Bonnie West
Servers 	 		Mike Franklin, Sarah Walker, Roti Tunis
Readers			Zara Kimber Margaret Meldrum
Intercessor		Marina Buswell
Lay Admin	Margaret Meldrum, Zara Kimber, Malcolm Furnival Jones, Mike Franklin
Coffee		 	Linn Parker

Notices

Next Evening Service Choral Evensong 7th June and 5th July, Sung Evensong 21st June, Organ Evening Prayer 19th July, 5pm

Church Cleaners Many thanks for all of those unsung heroes who help keep our church pristine on a regular basis. We are currently short of one volunteer cleaner. If you think you might be able to help please have a word with Mike Franklin.

An invitation to help Fix the Hall and the South Porch
A donation tree is in the south porch and a donation leaflet is on the table top near the card reader. Both invite donations to help fix the Hall and the South Porch. Please take a look and consider whether you can help. Any queries - please speak to Roger (07736673899) or Mel. Your support would be very much appreciated, Thank you.

Further Fundraising Stalls
As a further way of raising money for the hall and other necessary projects it is proposed to hold more Fancy goods/bric-a-brac stalls at other events throughout the year (e.g. Carnival Day, lunch time concerts etc) As such, more quality stock would be appreciated please (especially, scarves, jewellery, ornaments, new bric-a-brac, toiletries etc.) No electrical goods unless new please. Please speak with Derek Day for more information.


St Mary's Plant Market and Summer Fayre Thank you so very much to everyone who contributed so many different parts that made up our Plant Market and Summer Fayre last Saturday. £2,809.68 were raised for St Mary's. Thank you

The launch of the merchandise sales for the South Porch and Hall fundraising also went well. We raised £474. Items will continue to be on sale at events over the summer. The stall next be out on June 7 at coffee time. Prices: Tote bag £15, bone China mug £12 and fridge magnet £4.

Pilgrim Places, Holy Lives: A Gospel Journey with the English Saints
This summer, the Church of England offers a new reflection campaign centred around
pilgrimage. Christian pilgrimage has roots in the earliest centuries of the church, when
believers travelled to places linked with Jesus and the apostles and, later, saints. 
This summer theme is introduced by a four-week reflection on some English saints and the places linked with them. You are invited to take part by sharing some of the reflections and readings offered over the next four weeks: you can buy the booklet produced by the C of E for this period, or use 'quick guide' prepared by members of the Space Study Group for us all to share. You can also read more about the campaign here https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-life/pilgrim-places-holy-lives
 
Organ Celebration
In July we are offering a month-long celebration of the organ with organ recitals for both lunchtime recitals, on the 6th and 16th, and celebrity evening recitals on 14th (William Fox, St Albans Cathedral) and 24th (Charles Francis). Other events will include an illustrated talk ‘An Organist in Norway’ on Saturday 11th and an Organ Evening Prayer on Sunday 19th. All events, time and ticket information to be finalised but please put these dates in your diary to enjoy a month of wonderful organ music.

Count on Nature Saturday June 6th is this year's annual Count on Nature.  Come to the Churchyard anytime between 9 and 5 and record any wildflowers, insects, birds or trees that you find on the recording sheet in the South Porch. Use iNaturalist or the spotter guides available in the porch.

Edwardian Tea Parties
To fundraise for the Church Hall and South Porch, Edwardian Tea Parties will be taking place on Wednesday 10th and Saturday 27th June at 3pm. Tickets cost £15 and include full afternoon tea, Pimm’s, Edwardian Games, and Prizes. Location:15 Warner Road. Ware. SG12 9JL. Tickets available from Linn Parker: linnparker61@gmail.com and Mary Millett: Tel.01920 465216


Next Lunchtime Concerts 
Monday 1st June	Axel Krogness classical guitar
Thursday 18th June	Anna le Hair and Arwen Turner

Contact Information
Vicar: Revd Ysmena Pentelow, vicar@stmarysware.co.uk 07423 812238 Usual day off Friday
Parish Office: Tuesday & Friday 9am – 1pm officestmarys@btinternet.com 01920 462539 
Director of Music (part time): Stephen Crookes email: music@stmarysware.co.uk 
Website:  www.stmarysware.org.uk. You can also find us on Facebook
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