17th May 2026                          St. James the Less	             Easter 7
[bookmark: _Hlk180797981]                    SUNDAY
[bookmark: _Hlk215444972]Readings   Acts 16-14, Luke 1213-21
  8am HOLY COMMUNION [BCP] Rev Mark, 
11am HOLY COMMUNION [CW] Rev Mike


                    20th May
                     ALCUIN of YORK
          ABBOT of TOURS, a teacher genius 

Here is a saint for all primary school teachers who have a passion to help children learn to read and write.
Alcuin was born near York in about 735. His family were of noble stock, and they sent him to York Cathedral School, which had the best teachers in the land. They soon realised that Alcuin had a genius for learning, and within a few years he had become master of the school himself. Under his guidance, the fame of the school grew, with more pupils and an ever-increasing library.
In 781 Alcuin visited Rome, where he met Charlemagne, then King of the Franks, who persuaded him to move to Aachen and become master of the palace school – in effect his minister of education.  Alcuin did a magnificent job – he went on to establish a primary school in every town and village; and he set up scriptoria for the copying and preservation of ancient manuscripts.  He is also credited with inventing cursive script – or as we know it, ‘joined-up writing’ – as an aid to speedier copying.
By 796, Alcuin was over 60 and ready to retire. Charlemagne appointed him Abbot of St Martin’s at Tours, and here, in his declining years, he built up a model monastic school as he had done at York and Aachen. He died in May 804, but his influence lives on today, and affects hundreds of millions of us – all of us, in fact, who use joined-up writing!
WEDNESDAY (20th)

10:30am   HOLY COMMUNION    Rev Mark
Readings  Acts 2028 to end,  John 1711-19



Services next week
     
       Sun 24th         PENTECOST 
                            11:00am  Holy Communion     
                            
    Weds 27th  10:30am Holy Communion


Looking Ahead
 
BIBLE course on Weds at 1:00pm and 7:30pm  
                                                             in St. Barnabas   Sat 30th  7pm  QUIZ NIGHT St. Michael’s hall  

Sun 31st 10:30am St.B join us for our service
                     
                     11:45am (after service) APCM  
                                     [Annual Church Meetings]

Sat 13th June 10:30am BEAT’N’BEANS: Vocal Ease

Sat 20th June 10:30am  SUMMER FÊTE



PRAYER  FOR THE WEEK

[bookmark: _Hlk181129205][bookmark: _Hlk191425767]Loving God,
  may Your grace shape who we are;
  may Your goodness flow out of all we do;
  may Your glory rest upon us wherever we go.
AMEN


Please pray also for  Derek & Pam Johnson, Guy & Catherine Negus,  Derek Cotgrove,  Sue Burton, Paul Haisman-Baker,  Tessa Yates, Wendy Haji 
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