THE UPDATE #319 (24 May 2026) for the Forest of Galtres Benefice.
Pentecost 2026
Welcome to this week’s update. We have a video reflection the Bishop of Selby. There is a written reflection from me. There is news of a Holiday Club in Stillington; the Hymns and Pimm’s Service and the Quiet Day at St Mary’s, Marton. We continue to pray for the Holy Land as well as Ukraine, prayers below. What’s On for Benefice Services in May is attached separately.
[image: ]From me:. There is a Holiday Club, an ecumenical partnership with the Methodist Church and St Nicholas, Stillington, spread the word – talk to neighbours, friends, and family, see details below. 
Next Sunday afternoon at 4pm it is a benefice service of Hymns and Pimm’s in Stillington.


With every blessing, 
Rev Steve 
Pentecost – today? Pentecost reminds Christians that faith should be alive and active, not just something spoken about on Sundays. It celebrates the moment the Holy Spirit gave the disciples courage and confidence to share Jesus’ message with the world. For many Christians today, including myself, Pentecost is about stepping out, helping others, and bringing hope to a world that can often feel divided and uncertain. It shows that people from different cultures, languages, and backgrounds can come together as one community through God’s Spirit. Pentecost also encourages Christians to stay open to change, care about justice and compassion, and live out their faith in everyday life. In today’s fast-moving world, it reminds the church, us, and me personally, to stay connected to God, to support others, and continue sharing love, faith, and hope with the world.
  Quiet Day – Change and Transition: A Celtic Christian Journey, at Marton
 Saturday 20 June | 9.30am–3.00pm –  watch out for the flyer next week.
The Rt Revd Barry Hill, Bishop of Whitby, reflects on Pentecost Sunday, 24th May. 
Ctrl & click here à   https://vimeo.com/1193978560 

Coming to church this week	10.00am Special Service at Stillington
24 May	10.00am Morning Worship at Sheriff
Pentecost	10.30pm BCP Holy Communion at Farlington

Coming to church next week	  4.00pm Churches Together at Stillington
31 May	On the 5th Sunday of the month all five churches come Trinity Sunday	together for one benefice service, this month it will be	Hymns & Pimm’s, a celebration of hymns and fellowship.

Pentecost Reflection 2026 – Living Christ’s Story
At Pentecost we remember that the Church was never meant to rely on its own strength. The frightened disciples, gathered behind locked doors, were transformed when the Holy Spirit came upon them. Fear gave way to courage, uncertainty to clarity, and a small group of followers became a community sent out to share the good news of Jesus Christ with the world. That band of scared disciples were so transformed they changed history.
Our diocesan vision, Living Christ’s Story, calls us to be a Church of missionary disciples – disciples making disciples. Yet Pentecost reminds us that this is not something we achieve simply through our own plans, energy, or determination. God has given us the Holy Spirit to guide, strengthen, and equip us for the mission Jesus entrusts to His Church.
In our benefice, across our five churches, it can sometimes feel as though the responsibility for the future of the Church rests entirely on our own shoulders: finding volunteers, sustaining worship, caring for our communities, and discerning new ways to share the Gospel. Pentecost reminds us that the Church does not belong to us; it belongs to God. The mission is His before it is ours.
But receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit also means being willing to let the Spirit lead us. There is a cartoon showing Jesus knocking at the door of a church while the people inside whisper anxiously, ‘Don’t let Him in, He’ll change things!’ It is amusing because it contains an uncomfortable truth. What good is any church, whatever the denomination, if we are unwilling to allow the Holy Spirit to direct us, challenge us, and reshape us? The Holy Spirit does not simply preserve the Church as it is; the Spirit leads us more deeply into the life and mission of Christ. Sometimes that will bring encouragement and renewal. Sometimes it may call us to let go of familiar ways of doing things so that new life can grow. If we truly want to be disciples making disciples, then we must be people who not only pray “Come, Holy Spirit,” but who are also prepared for the Spirit to answer that prayer.
The Holy Spirit continues to work among us today, often quietly, gently, and unexpectedly, helping us discern God’s will for our lives, our churches, and our communities. When we pray, listen, and remain open to the Spirit’s prompting, we discover that God is already at work ahead of us.
May we be people who rely not on our own strength, but on the guidance and power of the Holy Spirit, so that together we may truly live Christ’s story in our communities.
“Come, Holy Spirit.”
Rev Steve.
 

A Prayer for the Holy Land:

O God of all justice and peace
we cry out to you in the midst of the pain and trauma
of violence and fear which prevails in the Holy Land.
Be with those who need you in these days of suffering;
we pray for people of all faiths – Jews, Muslims and Christians and for all people of the land.
While we pray to you, O Lord, for an end to violence and the establishment of peace,
we also call for you to bring justice and equity to the peoples.
Guide us into your kingdom
where all people are treated with dignity and honour as your children
for, to all of us, you are our Heavenly Father.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

A Prayer for Ukraine:
God of all peoples and nations,
Who created all things alive and breathing,
United and whole,
Show us the way of peace that is your overwhelming presence.
We hold before you the peoples of Ukraine and Russia,
Every child and every adult.
We long for the time
When weapons of war are beaten into ploughshares
When nations no longer lift up sword against nation.
We cry out to you for peace;
Protect those who only desire and deserve to live in security and safety
Comfort those who fear for their lives and the lives of their loved ones
Be with those who are bereaved.
Change the hearts of those set on violence and aggression
And fill leaders with the wisdom that leads to peace.
Kindle again in us a love of our neighbour,
And a passion for justice to prevail
and a renewed recognition that we all play a part in peace.
Creator of all hear our prayer
And bring us peace. Make us whole. Amen.
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