NEWSLETTER NUMBER 317
What a treat it was to have Anthony Knight play during the distribution of communion.   His talk explained that he used his musical talent to aid prayer.   He raised the sum of £197.35 for UNICEF, which is the recipient of his “Pilgrimage of Hope” tour.
The Diocese of Bath and Wells was asked to pray for our Deanery last Monday and they used the following prayer.   Loving God, we ask your blessing and guidance for Tone Deanery especially during this time of discernment and change.  Give strength and perseverance to clergy and laity as they cope with challenging and often increasing workloads.  Please help them grow the church in this part of our diocese.   Amen
OUR SERVICE ON SUNDAY 19TH APRIL 2026
This will be a Sung Eucharist starting at 10.30 a.m.   The celebrant will be Rev David Burton.
Refreshments will be served after the service so please stay and chat if possible.

RABSON’S RAMBLE
Reporters and readers of the Daily Telegraph have been writing in to complain on 2 topics which affect the Church of England and its numerous congregations.   The first refers to a letter written by Alice Loxton where she discussed the decay/loss of parish churches   She stated that the CofE cares for them, which it does not.   Every parish is responsible for the upkeep of its church building through its church wardens.   Luckily two readers subsequently wrote in to challenge this particular piece of misinformation.   The first reader wanted the Church Commissioners to use some of its money to help pay for repairs instead of paying reparations and thinks the new Archbishop would gain a great deal of respect from this action.   The second notes the huge sums of money each church is required to pay towards clergy stipends with the result that there is even less money for routine maintenance.   They describe the parish church as a touchstone for everyone living in its vicinity and suggests that everyone should contribute towards its upkeep.
     The second topic that generated a flurry of letters concerned “pulpit politics” and why certain churches are growing and not others.   Most of the letters felt that sermons should be Bible based and were concerned that they were not on matters of faith but were pure politics.   Cathedral congregations are said to be growing and this was felt to be due their use of hymns, rather than ‘songs’, did not use watered-down liturgy and, instead, used the music and language that make worship so special.   Cathedrals also tend not to ask people to be on the cleaning rota – often called the Holy Dusters!!!, hand out books etc.   Another reader (a retired clergyman) attended his local church which offered a warm welcome to anyone entering the church and had sermons that used an orthodox understanding of Christianity.   Another reader suggested that sermons should last no longer than 8 minutes., although he admitted that 20 minutes was taught in his homilectics class.   In his probationary year in the Church of Scotland, the elders of one church informed him that during the last 500 years, one previous minister was disciplined for preaching for less than 2 hours.       
     Lastly Bishop Jim Curry brought a smile to the R.C. Church of Our Lady and St Joseph in Hanwell, London on Easter Sunday by saying that he had once asked if everyone could hear him at the back.   One of the congregation replied that “he could but would be quite prepared to change places with someone who couldn’t!”


ROTA FOR SUNDAY 19TH APRIL 2026
Sidesmen:- Rachel Yates and Angela Setter
Reader:-      Rachel Yates
Coffee:-       Rachel Yates and Angela Setter
Flowers:-     Melodie Lane

READINGS FOR SUNDAY
Collect:- Almighty Father, who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples with the sight of the risen Lord: give us such knowledge of his presence with us, that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life and serve you continually in righteousness and truth; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   Amen

Readings:-
Acts Chapter 2, vv 14a and vv 36 – 41 
1ST Peter Chapter 1, vv 17 – 23 
Luke Chapter 24, vv 13 – 35 

PRAYER LIST 
Elizabeth Miles                                                    
Eunice Durrance 
Hazel Ware                                                                                                                   
Ian Sansom 
Jo Wilson
John Wilkie 
Mike Toogood 
Pam Wilkie 
Paul Tatnall
Stephen Daley
Susan Dobson          

YEARS MIND FOR APRIL
19TH  Ruby Edith Harris
19TH  Patricia (Pat) Luxton
19TH  Dilys Violet Thomas
20TH  Thomas Jmes Harris4
24TH  Hugh Gordon Ardley  

BIRTHDAY LIST FOR APRIL
22ND   Linda Priestnall
We hope you have a most enjoyable birthday doing exactly what you want to do to celebrate it.

OUTREACH GROUPS
Recycled Teenagers 
The next meeting will take place on Tuesday, 28th April 2026 at 2.30 p.m.  Come along and enjoy cups of tea plus sandwiches and cakes along with some conversation.
Knit, Sew and Natter
The next meeting will be on Thursday, 7th May 2026 at 2.00 p.m.   It will be the usual meeting with lots of chat and refreshments.

Shanty Singing
The next meeting of this group will be at 6.00 p.m. on Sunday 3RD May 2026.   You do not have to have been to any previous meeting to join any session of shanty singing.

Churchyard Group
If you are willing to help, the next meeting will be at 10.00 a.m. on Tuesday 28th April 2026 if anyone is free.   We now need to get a watering can and some fill-in plants and wonder if anyone has any of the following that they would be willing to donate:-
White aubretia, white mini periwinkle, white iberis, white omphaloides, tête-a- tête daffodil bulbs (if not, we will plant them in the autumn), small green/yellow or green/white hostas and small ferns.

Soup ‘n’ a Bite
This will be on Saturday 9th May 2026 at 12.00 noon.    It will be the normal fare of soup, bread, cheese and fruit combined with lots of conversation!

OUR NEXT SERVICE
This will be a Sung Eucharist starting at 10.30 a.m. on Sunday 26TH April 2026.   The celebrant will be Rev Andy Barton.   There will be refreshments served after the service.   Later on the same day, there will be Families@4 aimed at families with primary school aged children.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Next Fund Raising Committee event
9th May 2026 – Easy Quiz Night with jacket potato supper
This will be held in the Lang Room with a start time of 7-00 p.m. and follow the normal format i.e. teams of up to 6 members, five rounds of questions before supper and five rounds afterwards, bring your own drink.   The cost will be £10-00 per head. 
  
FOR YOU INFORMATION
Fund Raising Committee event last Saturday
The Coffee morning and book sale last Saturday raised the sum of £71.00.   The Easter raffle’s “BIG WINNER” (as the label produced by Robin Pringle Kosikowsky declared!) was Margaret Kent.   Also, a big thank you to all those who produced cakes, drank the coffee, bought the books or washed up and especially to Alison Toogood and Charlotte Pringle Kosikowsky who brought it all together.   We are grateful we now have two banners to use for future coffee mornings.
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Six Cat Stats from the book Medieval Cats”
1) Cats can jump six times their own length
2) A cat’s sense of smell is 14 times stronger than a human’s.
3) Cats have more than twice the number of neurons in their brain as dogs – they are twice as smart.
4) Cats have 24 more bones in their bodies than humans.
5) A pet cat shares 95.6% of its genome with a tiger.
6) A modern cat’s average lifespan is 14 years.   Medieval cats lasted around 8 years if they were lucky.
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Me and another gangstacat
were robbing a liquor store.

He picked up a bottle and said
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I said "“yes, but not as whisky as
wobbing a bank” 7
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