%< 2nd Sunday of Easter »«
ALLSAINTS’ CHURCH 12th April 2026

COLLECT

Almighty Father,

you have given your only Son to die for our sins

and to rise again for our justification:

grant us so to put away the leaven of malice and wickedness
that we may always serve you in pureness of living and truth;
through the merits of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

FIRST READING

A reading from the book of Acts.
Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and
addressed the crowd: ‘Fellow Jews and all of you who live in
Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what |
say. ‘Fellow lIsraelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a
man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and
signs, which God did among you through him, as you
yourselves know. This man was handed over to you by God’s
deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of
wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. But
God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of
death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on
him. David said about him: ““l saw the Lord always before
me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken.
Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body
also will rest in hope, because you will not abandon me to the
realm of the dead, you will not let your holy one see decay.
You have made known to me the paths of life; you will fill me
with joy in your presence.” ‘Fellow lIsraelites, | can tell you
confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, and
his tomb is here to this day. But he was a prophet and knew
that God had promised him on oath that he would place one
of his descendants on his throne. Seeing what was to come,
he spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, that he was not
abandoned to the realm of the dead, nor did his body see
decay. God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all
witnesses of it.

This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

(Acts 2:14a, 22-32)

SECOND READING:

A reading from the first letter of Peter.
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In
his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and
into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This
inheritance is kept in heaven for you, who through faith are
shielded by God'’s power until the coming of the salvation that
is ready to be revealed in the last time. In all this you greatly
rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to
suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that the
proven genuineness of your faith — of greater worth than gold,
which perishes even though refined by fire — may result in
praise, glory and honour when Jesus Christ is
revealed. Though you have not seen him, you love him and

(1 Peter 1.3-9)

even though you do not see him now, you believe in him
and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for
you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation
of your souls.

This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL (John 20.19-31)

Alleluia, alleluia. Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and
the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die,
they shall live, and everyone who lives and believes in
me will never die.”

Alleluia.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John:

Glory to you, O Lord.

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the
disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of
the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, ‘Peace be with you!” After he said this, he showed
them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed
when they saw the Lord. Again Jesus said, ‘Peace be with
you! As the Father has sent me, | am sending you.” And
with that he breathed on them and said, ‘Receive the Holy
Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven;
if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” Now
Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was
not with the disciples when Jesus came. So the other
disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord!” But he said to
them, ‘Unless | see the nail marks in his hands and put my
finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side,
I will not believe.” A week later his disciples were in the
house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the
doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, ‘Peace be with you!” Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put
your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and
put it into my side. Then Jesus told him, ‘Because you have
seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have
not seen and yet have believed.” Jesus performed many
other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not
recorded in this book. But these are written that you may
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that
by believing you may have life in his name.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS

Risen Lord, as we offer these gifts, strengthen our faith in
your living presence. Help us, like Thomas, to trust you
and proclaim you as Lord, and to live in the peace you
give. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Lord God our Father, through our Saviour Jesus Christ you
have assured your children of eternal life and in baptism
have made us one with him: deliver us from the death of
sin and raise us to new life in your love,

in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,

by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.
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Our hymns:
\ 124  Ye choirs of new Jerusalem
» 368 Guide me, O thou great Redeemer

Please remember in your prayers:

From our parish:| Our school of All Saints’, Mrs. Partington, the staff, and children.
Paul Catterall, Linda Eubank, Ken Starkey, Christine Gothard, Michael Baxendale,
Pam & Michael McLachlan, Linda Carrara, Sandra & Mike Downey, Anita Campbell,

Norman & Brenda Riley, Joyce Jolly, Audrey Clark; and all the residents of Gillibrand Hall and
Coniston House.

For the sick:

Recentl
departe)(,i Mildred Cole,, Eric Scambler, William Robinson.
Years Mind: Brenda Roberts, William Smalley, Mary Slater.

REGULAR SERVICES:
SUNDAY - Family Eucharist, 11.00am Closer, 4.00pm

THURSDAY - Said Eucharist, 10.30am
ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH CONTACTS

Joyce Jolly (Warden) - joycejolly21@gmail.com (01257 278057)

Shirley Starkey (Warden) - churchwarden.allsaints@yahoo.com (07806 682946
NOTICES FOR SUNDAY 12TH APRIL

YOUTH GROUP - begins again this Friday 17th April at 5:30pm. We will be enjoying food as a special treat. Do
come along and why not bring a friend!

PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER | have been appointed as the Independent Safeguarding Chair for Blackburn
Diocese and Cathedral and therefore | have had to resign my position of Parish Safeguarding Officer. | am pleased
to announce that from the 1st April 2026, our new Parish Safeguarding Officer is Mrs. Sam Trafford. Sam can be
reached on: safeguarding@stgeorgechorley.co.uk or: 07772 779 430. Thank you to everyone who has supported

and continues to support safeguarding in our Parish. Thank you to Sam for volunteering to take on this important role.
Dr Victoria Gibson.

ST GEORGE'S DAMS AGM - is to be held on the 17th April at 7.30pm in the church hall; everyone is welcome to come
along.

ST GEORGE’S DAY SERVICE - join us on Sunday 26th April @ 9:30am as both congregations celebrate our Patronal
Festival of St George (no 11:30 service at All Saints)’ followed by fellowship and lunch. Bring food to share, drinks will
be provided . Please let the MU know if you intend to come along, for seating purposes. Thank you.

THE ELECTORAL ROLL 2026 - is a legal document, and we are required to follow national church policy in its
establishment and subsequent maintenance. This month, before the APCM on April 28th is held, an annual review of the
roll will be conducted, and a display notification of the review will appear on March 15th. Revision and preparation of
the roll will take place between April 7th and April 11th and be compiled and displayed IN CHURCH TODAY April
12th. Some non- residents may not meet the attendance criteria to remain on roll which could lead to non-attenders being
removed unless there are mitigating circumstances. Sara Shingler — Electoral Roll Officer.
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Visit our website: www.allsaintschorley.com
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