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Prayer Chain: If you would like immediate prayers for yourself or someone you know please contact the following (requests passed in confidence): Penny Ashton 07733 162342  or Judy Chiplen 01963 33834 for the Wincanton area, Helen Marley 01747 841082 for the Pen Selwood area, Pip Loxton 07849 329 727 for the Cucklington, Stoke Trister & Bayford area and Jean Brown 01963 32434 if you are in the Charlton Musgrove area. If you wish to be added to our Prayer List, please contact Rachel in the Parish Office on 01963 824503.

Please pray:
· For the long-term sick, the housebound and their carers
· For those of our fellowship and friends who are ill or recovering from operations: June Beech, Ann & Bryan Phillips, Brenda Piper, Rosemary Watson, Elroi Manor, Oliver Feltham, Mavis Way, Andrew Gardner, Elizabeth Wise, Brian Dicker, Christopher Browne, Sandra Jones, Ben White, Anne Beaven, Grace Cox, Sandra James, Doug Puckett, Ken Madeley,  Julie, Rob Munday (Kath White’s son), Dawn Old, Mollie Carr. 
· Thank you for continuing to pray for our granddaughter, Rosie, who is now out of hospital and under close supervision of the Consultant. Jean & Martyn Brown.
· For the family and friends of those who have died recently: Josie Dukes.
· For Revd Lydia, the Churchwardens and Parish Reps to the PCC, the PCCs and congregations of our Benefice churches in Wincanton, Pen Selwood, Charlton Musgrove, Cucklington with Stoke Trister and Bayford as we work together to become one Benefice and to love and encourage one another and worship You 

The Benefice Vision Day:
Benefice Vision Day 26th April – Charlton Musgrove Village Hall 10.30am-3.30pm
During the day we will be working together and getting to know one another as we to try discern God’s vision for our new Benefice.  It is important ‘Kingdom’ stuff so, whether you can come for all or part of the day, YOUR input is crucial. Our worship on the 26th will take the form of Holy Communion – in café-style for ‘the Word’ in the morning (beginning at 10.30am) concluding in the afternoon with Communion (beginning at 3pm). Lunch will be a ‘Bring and Share’ buffet – please would everyone bring a small plate of food to share with about six people.  Drinks will be available all day. Please can you let a Churchwarden know if you are able to offer any help in setting up the Hall, washing up etc. Thank you, Lydia.

Safeguarding Officers:  The Monarch’s Way Benefice takes the safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults very seriously.  If you have a safeguarding concern, please contact one of the following: 
Wincanton: Nicky King – 07484 637 381 safeguarding@wincantonparishchurch.co.uk 
Pen Selwood: Alanna Loder-Symonds – 07932 622 511 or email Alanna on safepen@wincantonparishchurch.co.uk 
Charlton Musgrove, Cucklington & Stoke Trister with Bayford: Jean Brown – 01963 32434.
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Everyone is very warmly welcome to our services: 

THIS WEEK:  

9am	          St Lawrence’s, Cucklington BA9 9PT	         Holy Communion   
9am               St Michael’s, Pen Selwood BA9 8LS	         Morning Worship
10:30am       St Peter & St Paul’s, Wincanton BA9 9AJ       Holy Communion
10:30am       St John’s, Charlton Musgrove BA9 8HN         Morning Praise 
       
Readings:     Acts 2: 14a, 36-41 and Luke 24: 13-35	
	      
You’re very welcome to stay for refreshments after the services! Refreshments are served after all our morning services.  A loop system operates in St Andrews, St Peter & St Paul’s, St Michael’s, St John’s and St Stephen’s and a sound/audio system operates in St Lawrences. Please ask the person who welcomes you to church this morning if you need a large print service sheet. Large print hymn books are available in Wincanton. There is a Play area for children in Wincanton church. Ask your Churchwardens where the nearest toilets are, as there may not be a toilet in your Church! 

Next SUNDAY 26th April (4th Sunday of Easter):

10:30am       Benefice Vision Day       Charlton Musgrove Village Hall BA9 8HF
	          Starting with Café Church at 10:30am and ending with a short
	          Communion service at 3:30pm.	 
       
Readings:     Acts 2: 42-end; 1 Corinthians 12: 12-end and John 15: 1-17	


The Churches in the Monarch’s Way Benefice are open every day for private prayer, though please note that St Peter & St Paul’s Church in Wincanton is not open during the weekend.

Would you like to receive The Monarch’s Way + Sunday News via email weekly? Contact Rachel on 01963 824503 or office@wincantonparishchurch.co.uk to join the mailing list.


Morning Readings for the Week Ahead:

	Day
	Psalm
	Reading

	Monday 20th April
	96
	Luke 1: 1-25

	Tuesday 21st April
	98
	Luke 1: 26-38

	Wednesday 22nd April
	105
	Luke 1: 39-56

	Thursday 23rd April
	5
	Ephesians 6: 10-20

	Friday 24th April
	107
	Luke 2: 1-20

	Saturday 25th April
	148
	Acts 12: 25-13: 13


April Services in the Monarch’s Way Benefice:

Sunday 3rd May
9am 		Rise & Shine Families      	St Michael’s, Pen Selwood
9am		Holy Communion	St Lawrence’s, Cucklington
10am 		Café Church	        	St John’s, Charlton Musgrove 
10:30am 	Holy Communion  	St Peter & St Paul’s, Wincanton
Sunday 10th May
9am 		Holy Communion      	St Michael’s, Pen Selwood
9am		Holy Communion	St Stephen’s, Charlton Musgrove
10:30am 	Morning Worship        	St Peter & St Paul’s, Wincanton
6:30pm 	Evening Service  	St Lawrence’s, Cucklington (Sung)




		    






































Church Notices

Contact Pool – Thank you so much to all you faithful people who continue to support Contact Pool in Wincanton Church. We held our first draw for 2026 at the coffee morning on Saturday 11th March. It was a “double-draw” covering January and February, and the winners were: 1st prize £30 Russell Eddington (no.14), 2nd prize £20 Lydia Avery (no.64),   3rd prize £10 Janet Lowe (no.46) and 1st prize £30 Ken Masters (no.63), 2nd prize £20 Joanne Eddington-Laker (no.10) and 3rd prize £10 Anne Beaven (no.4). The winners of the March draw (drawn at the coffee morning on April 11th) are: 1st prize £30 Yvonne Rodgers (no.18), 2nd prize £20 Patrick Durham-Matthews (no.7) and 3rd prize £10 Marcus Giles (no.101).  Congratulations to all the winners! Joanna Durham-Matthews.  

Thank you so much to everyone for donating so many Easter Eggs to make Easter Day such fun in Wincanton Church! Rev Lydia.

A date for your diary - Wincanton's Church Path Fete is on Saturday 6th June! If you have an idea for a stall, please let either Gill or Judy know. Thank you.

We learned with sadness of the sudden death of Paul Fox on Sunday night.  Paul and Linda were for many years active and faithful members of Wincanton church,  and Paul will be sadly missed.  Our love and prayers go to Linda and their family. Penny. 

Penny Ashton no longer has a landline telephone.  Please note Penny’s mobile telephone number: 07733162342.


COFFEE MORNINGS and other March events

Black Bin Café 	Held in Pen Selwood Village Hall every other Friday (24th April) 10:30am – 12:30pm a great social event and well worth a visit. Tea, coffee and wonderful cakes.  Please check www.penselwood.ning for more details. All warmly welcome.

Every Monday	Coffee, Cake & Chat! 10am-12:00 noon in St John’s Church, Charlton Musgrove. Come along for cake and company!

Second Saturday of the month (next 9th May) Coffee Morning and PLANT SALE in          
Wincanton Church! 10:00am – 12:00 noon.  Plant Sale, Raffle, Homemade Cakes & Savouries, Bookstall &, Refreshments. Everybody welcome! We would be very grateful for donations for Raffle prizes for our coffee morning please, also donations of homemade cakes & sausage rolls would be hugely appreciated. Bring your plants along on the morning, or contact Adrian on 01963 33834 if you need your plants collected.

Third Friday of the month - Charlton Musgrove Coffee Morning takes place in Charlton 
Musgrove Memorial Hall 10:30am – 12:00 noon. Delicious homemade cakes and refreshments. £2 (for local charities). Everybody welcome! 

Last Saturday of the month - Cucklington Coffee Morning takes place in Cucklington 
Village Hall 10am – 12:00 noon. Delicious homemade cakes and refreshments. Everybody welcome! You can drop off your donations for Gillingham Food Bank at the same time!

Saturday 9th May	Bring & Buy Plant Sale! 9:30am-12:30pm in Charlton Musgrove Village Hall. Only £2 per plant! Raising money for our churches, village hall and local charities. Everybody welcome!
APCM DATES:
Pen Selwood – Sunday 17th May at 10.15am after the church service 
Cucklington & Stoke Trister with Bayford – Sunday 31st May at 9:30am in St Lawrence’s Church before the whole benefice service.       
Charlton Musgrove – 21st May, 7:30pm at St John’s Church, Charlton Musgrove.

Wincanton Food Bank MOVED on Friday 10th March to The Quaker Barn, 30/32 High Street, Wincanton. Thank you to everyone who made this possible. A huge thank you for your recent donations. This week, we need please: Jam, marmalade, biscuits, coffee, pulses & long spaghetti. Donations must be UNOPENED and in date. Donations may be left at the Barn Tuesdays 10am-10.30am or Fridays when the Food Bank is open 9am-11.30am. 

Lent Lunch - Many thanks to everyone who came to our Lent lunch and to all those who helped and provided food.  We raised £202 for our Zambia link church, St John Chingola, which, together with contributions from the Lent boxes, will be sent on to them. Thank you. Rosemary Keep.
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