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	Alleluia Christ is Risen.
	He is risen indeed. Alleluia 

Collect
Risen Christ,
Faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep:
Teach us to hear your voice
And to follow your command,
That all your people may be gathered into once flock
To the glory of God the Father. 
Amen


ALL CREATURES OF OUR GOD AND KING,
Lift up your voice and with us sing
Alleluia, alleluia!
Thou burning sun with golden beam,
Thou silver moon with softer gleam:
O praise him, O praise him,
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia

Thou rushing wind that art so strong,
Ye clouds that sail in heav’n along,
O praise him, alleluia!
Thou rising morn in praise rejoice,
Ye lights of evening find a voice:

Thou flowing water, pure and clear,
Make music for thy Lord to hear,
Alleluia, alleluia!
Thou fire so masterful and bright,
That givest us both warmth and light:

Let all things their Creator bless
And worship him in humbleness,
O praise him, alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father,
Praise the Son
And praise the Spirit, Three in One:
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Reflection
At the midpoint of the Easter season in 2026, the Church of England has placed Vocation Sunday, on a day also known as ‘Good Shepherd’ Sunday. Right at the heart of our Easter joy is a reminder that all are called not to follow a stranger, but to listen intently to the voice of the shepherd of the sheep. The sheep follow his call, they recognise his voice immediately. But there are distractions and dangers all around, voices that would lead us astray to entice us or harm us. Jesus refers to them as thieves and bandits who seek to steal and kill and destroy. But he says that the sheep did not listen to them, they responded to the only one who is able to safely gather them into the sheepfold.
If you are slightly bemused by Jesus’ figure of speech, you are not alone. Even the disciples did not understand what he was saying to them, at least in the moment. Through his death and resurrection, the disciples would come to understand that this Jesus is the one who is able to refresh the soul within, he is the one who protects us and fights for us when enemies and evil are close at hand. This Jesus is able to comfort even when we are walking through the valley of the shadow of death. And he doesn’t stop there. He leads us to another sheepfold, another gate, that we may dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
In a sense, just as every Sunday is a celebration of Easter, every Sunday is Vocation Sunday. If you are baptised, you have a vocation, just like every Christian. Our calling is simply this: listen to the voice of the shepherd and guardian of your soul, and follow in his steps. Our vocation is first and foremost about listening and responding, trusting that the one who calls is faithful. Christ the shepherd has called you by name and has made you his own. He has the words of eternal life; listen to him. 
Elsewhere in John’s Gospel Jesus says, abide in my love. In all of our striving, searching, and doing, Jesus wants us to simply be. He tells us that he came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. Ultimately, there is no greater vocation than to seek after the life that Jesus has promised to every person: abundant life, resurrection life. Abiding in his love shapes and moulds us into people who are able to respond to God’s call in such a way that, whatever we do to build up the life of the church for the sake of the world, we do so not in our own strength, but in the strength of the one who breathes his life into us, Jesus Christ our Lord

THE LORD'S MY SHEPHERD, I'll not want.
he makes me down to lie
in pastures green; he leadeth me
the quiet waters by.

My soul he doth restore again;
and me to walk doth make
within the paths of righteousness,
even for his own Name's sake.

Yea, though I walk in death's dark vale,
yet will I fear no ill;
for thou art with me; and thy rod
and staff my comfort still.

My table thou hast furnished
in presence of my foes;
my head thou dost with oil anoint,
and my cup overflows.

Goodness and mercy all my life
shall surely follow me;
and in God's house forevermore
my dwelling place shall be.


Prayers and Lord’s Prayer

GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS, O God my Father,
There is no shadow of turning with Thee;
Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not,
As Thou hast been  Thou for ever wilt be.

Great is thy faithfulness, great is Thy faithfulness;
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided - 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!


Summer & winter, and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above,
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.

Pardon for sin, and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside !

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all, ever more. Amen. 


News & Notices
Benefice Reorganization.
For some time, our Diocese has been looking at the need to reduce clergy numbers, they are not alone. The Deanery Mission and Pastoral Group (DMPG) have looked at many options over the last few years. In 2025 a new way of paying for Vicars was introduced which means that to be financially viable our Benefice needs to expand to include new churches. The current proposal is: The Link Benefice (Bawdrip, Cossington, Pawlett, Puriton and Woolavington) to join with Westonzoyland and Chedzoy. Athelney Benefice (North Curry, Burrowbridge, Lyng and Stoke St Gregory) to join with Middlezoy and Othery. We will start to work in these groupings from the 1st June, unless there is a better solution which the DMPG have missed.
We will be having a Benefice Service – Communion Together, 10.00am on 31st May at Westonzoyland Church. Which will be followed by refreshments. It would be lovely to have a full church worshipping together.
I am looking forward to working together for Mission and Ministry in our villages.

Joint PCC for all 7 PCCs Monday 10th May, 7.00pm Woolavington Church with Archdeacon Simon & Assistant Area Dean Catherine. 
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Saturday 2nd May. 10-12noon Coffee Morning at Mike and Ali’s Bawdrip. All Welcome. 

Monday 4th May. Westonzoyland Church Tower Open Day. Refreshments served in church. 

Sunday 10th May – 3pm at Wells Cathedral, Evensong to say farewell to Anne Gells, Archdeacon of Wells. 

Saturday 16th May from 10am -1.30pm Care for the Family is running a Bereavement Awareness Course at St Mary's. For more information, please email Julie Pelling revjuliepelling@gmail.com 

Weekly Events
Monday 		7:00pm 	Bell Ringing Practice, Woolavington
			7.30pm 	Bell Ringing Practice, Puriton
Tuesdays 		10.30am 	Coffee Morning, Puriton Clist Room  
Wednesdays 	10:45am 	Coffee Morning, Cossington
			3.15pm 	Messy Church Club, Woolavington
			7.00pm 	Bell Ringing Practice, Pawlett
Thursdays 		12-2:30pm 	Bakeability Café Bawdrip Parish Hall
7.30pm 	Pause for Thought, Bawdrip 
Fridays 		2.00pm 	Pop Up Choir,  
5.00pm 	Choir Practice, Pawlett

This week…
Monday 27th 	10.30am 	Westonzoyland APCM, Church
Wed 29th 		2.00pm 	Funeral, David Hewlett, Puriton
Thurs 30th 		11.00am	Burial of Roy West’s Ashes Puriton
Friday 1st 		11.00am 	Burial of Ashes Puriton
			11.30am	Funeral of Felicity Pugh, Crematorium
			1.30pm 	Funeral of Jean Hodgson, Crem. 
Saturday 2nd 	10-12noon 	Coffee Morning, Bawdrip. 
1.00pm 	Wedding of Barbara & Frank, Puriton
Sunday 3rd 		12noon 	Woolavington APCM

[bookmark: _Hlk105052858]Morning Prayer on Zoom Monday – Thursday 8.30am 
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Next Sunday 3rd May – Easter 5
Readings: Acts 7:55-end, 1 Peter 2:2-10, John 14:1-14
The 9.30am service from Puriton will be livestreamed 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8036197054?pwd=cTJYeWRiT1NnUzNiMXA5Vy9HYTdPUT09&omn=81567941287
Meeting ID: 803 619 7054 Passcode: 188399


image1.jpeg




