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    Sunday 26th April, Forth Sunday of Easter
 
Welcome to St Mary's this morning
If you are visiting or here for the first time, we hope you feel at home, and please do make yourself known. Those of you with small children may wish to make use of the Children’s Corner during the service, if that is helpful for you. At the offertory a collection will be taken for the work of the church. If you are able to use a Gift Aid envelope please do. There is a card reader, and further information about giving to St Mary’s, by the door where you came in. When we come to share communion please follow the stewards. Refreshments are served in the hall after the service – please stay if you can. 

Services this Sunday 
8am				Eucharist, in Church and on Facebook 
10am				Eucharist, in Church and on Zoom

Hymns								
Processional			277 All for Jesus, all for Jesus
Gradual 			517 Loving Shepherd of thy sheep
Offertory			311 Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendour
Communion 			478 In heavenly love abiding 
Final			599 Thine for ever! God of love	

Music
Setting			Mass for St Thomas Thorne
Motet				Brother James’ Air Bain Bullard
Voluntary			In dir ist Freude, BWV 614 Bach
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Rota for Sunday 26th April, Forth Sunday of Easter 
Welcomers		John and Gillian Budworth
Sidespeople		Kyle Walker, Mary Millett
Servers 	 		Anne Crowther, Noah Clarke, Mike Franklin
Readers			Kath Kirby, Roger Hawkins
Intercessor		Dorothy Elliott
Lay Admin	Derek Day, Margaret Meldrum, Roti Tunis, Kath Kirby 
Coffee		 	Daphne Footer, Rob Herd

For your Prayers
Any who are sick or suffering: Howard Marshall, Catherine Holliman,
The housebound, among them: Sheila Brown, Chris Skinner, Hazel Bayford
Those who have died: Richard Furnival Jones
Those whose anniversaries fall at this time: David Colin, Maisie Wright, John Munn
In our Deanery: Hertford Hundred Benefice. Revd Theresa Musiwacho
From our Parish Prayer Cycle: Readers, Intercessors and Servers
Those that live in: Homefield Road, Horrocks Close





Collect 
Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life: raise us, who trust in him, from the death of sin to the life of righteousness, that we may seek those things which are above, where he reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

First Reading, Acts 2.42-end
Many were baptized and were added to the community. 42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. 44 All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45 they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

Second Reading, 1 Peter 2.19-end
19 It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. 20 If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, where is the credit in that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval. 21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 22 ‘He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.’ 23 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

Gospel Reading, John 10.1-10
Jesus said to the Pharisees: 1 ‘Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.’ 6 Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 7 So again Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.
 








Diary for the rest of this week
Monday – Thursday	9.15am Morning Prayer  
Monday – Thursday	5pm Evening Prayer (EP will be sung on Tuesdays)
Monday 27th 		7.30pm Trefoil Guild meeting
Tuesday 28th			3.30pm Chorister Practice
Wednesday 22nd		11am Eucharist
				5.30pm Hall booking
Friday 24th			11am Redbourn U3A visit
3.30pm Chorister Practice
3.45pm Handbells
7pm Choir Practice
Saturday 2nd			9.30pm Maintenance morning
				3pm Wedding

Rota for Sunday 3rd May, Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Children’s Church	Jackie Turner, Daphne Footer
Welcomers		Roti Tunis, Ann Sandford
Sidespeople		Bonnie and Mike West
Servers 	 		Mike Franklin, Sarah Walker, Malcolm Furnival Jones
Readers			Mark Kirby, Linn Parker
Intercessor		Stephen Dibbs
Lay Admin	Mat Wilson, Roti Tunis, Martin Douglas, Michael Waller 
Coffee		 	Marion Mountjoy, Mary Millett

Notices

Next Evening Service Choral Evensong, Sunday 3rd May, 5pm

Church Cleaners Many thanks for all of those unsung heroes who help keep our church pristine on a regular basis. We are currently short of one volunteer cleaner. If you think you might be able to help please have a word with Mike Franklin.

Electoral Role The revised Electoral roll can be viewed via the parish office. Alternatively, you can check with Bonnie West that your own details have been entered correctly. Following the APCM, new entries or further amendments can be made.

Chorister Programme We are launching a programme for young singers to join our choir. You can help by: sharing publicity information that is now available; signing up to be a chaperone; and welcoming children and families who come to find out more. There may also be admin and practical support as the programme rolls out. 

Visit to Offley Church on Tuesday 14th July, where Katie Little is the Vicar. We will leave St Mary's at 3:30pm, have a guided tour of the church, a service of Evening Prayer followed by a meal at The Red Lion. Transport will be available to take people back home on our return to Ware at 9:45pm. Please sign up asap for a seat on the coach. Cost £27 for the coach (payable to the PCC account ref: Offley) plus the meal.  The menu will be available closer to the time. Contact Celia Higson: celia.higson@talk21.com



An invitation to help Fix the Hall and the South Porch
A donation tree is in the south porch and a donation leaflet is on the table top near the card reader. Both invite donations to help fix the Hall and the South Porch. Please take a look and consider whether you can help. Any queries - please speak to Roger (07736673899) or Mel. Your support would be very much appreciated, Thank you.

Further Fundraising Stalls
As a further way of raising money for the hall and other necessary projects it is proposed to hold more Fancy goods/bric-a-brac stalls at other events throughout the year (e.g. Carnival Day, lunch time concerts etc) As such, more quality stock would be appreciated please (especially, scarves, jewellery, ornaments, new bric-a-brac, toiletries etc.) No electrical goods unless new please. Please speak with Derek Day for more information.

St Mary's Plant Market 16th May – If you have any spare shopping bags which could be used by customers at our plant market to carry away their purchases, please bring to church next week and place in the box in the book stall corner, Thank you. Roger

Rogation Sunday, 10th May Join us for a parish walk led by Marina after the 10am service (with coffee and cake first). Rogation comes from rogare meaning “to ask” and traditionally involves “beating the bounds” and praying for God’s blessing on the land, work, and community. We will walk a 7.4 km (4.6 mile) route around the parish before returning to church for a bring-and-share picnic. The route covers much of the parish, homes, fields, community facilities and the town centre. It is a great opportunity to walk and pray around our parish. On Friday 8th May, Marina will also host a session to make an upcycled parish banner using meaningful fabrics. All welcome. For more information check out the sign-up sheet at the back of church.

Ware Churches Quiz for Christian Aid Week A quiz to raise money for Christian Aid is taking place on Saturday 9th May, 7.30pm at St Mary’s Church. Tickets are £5 per person, paid on the night. See posters for more information. Please book your places by emailing the Parish Office.

Fellowship Meeting at Leaside Church All Christians in Ware are invited to attend for fellowship, prayer and exchange of ideas about progress towards ECO Church, Saturday 30th May 10am-11am. Tea and coffee will be provided. This will be followed by a prayer walk from Leaside setting off at 11am and finishing at 12pm.

Next Lunchtime Concerts 
Monday 4th May	Ambrose String Quartet with Hugh Legg tenor & Paul Guinery piano
Thursday 21st May	Gabriella Buckland soprano, Colin Eldred clarinet, Christopher Benhan piano

Contact Information
Vicar: Revd Ysmena Pentelow, vicar@stmarysware.co.uk 07423 812238 Usual day off Friday
Parish Office: Tuesday & Friday 9am – 1pm officestmarys@btinternet.com 01920 462539 
Director of Music (part time): Stephen Crookes email: music@stmarysware.co.uk 
Website:  www.stmarysware.org.uk. You can also find us on Facebook
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