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Daniel 6: 6 — 23

6 So the presidents and satraps conspired and came to the
king and said to him, ‘O King Darius, live for ever! 7 All
the presidents of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps,
the counsellors and the governors, are agreed that the king
should establish an ordinance and enforce an interdict, that
whoever prays to anyone, divine or human, for thirty days,
except to you, O king, shall be thrown into a den of
lions. #*Now, O king, establish the interdict and sign the
document, so that it cannot be changed, according to the law
of the Medes and the Persians, which cannot be
revoked.” ° Therefore King Darius signed the document and
interdict. '© Although Daniel knew that the document had
been signed, he continued to go to his house, which had
windows in its upper room open towards Jerusalem, and to
get down on his knees three times a day to pray to his God
and praise him, just as he had done previously. !'The
conspirators came and found Daniel praying and seeking
mercy before his God. !> Then they approached the king
and said concerning the interdict, ‘O king! Did you not sign
an interdict, that anyone who prays to anyone, divine or
human, within thirty days except to you, O king, shall be
thrown into a den of lions?’ The king answered, ‘The thing
stands fast, according to the law of the Medes and Persians,
which cannot be revoked.” !* Then they responded to the
king, ‘Daniel, one of the exiles from Judah, pays no
attention to you, O king, or to the interdict you have signed,
but he is saying his prayers three times a day.” '* When the
king heard the charge, he was very much distressed. He was
determined to save Daniel, and until the sun went down he
made every effort to rescue him. !> Then the conspirators
came to the king and said to him, ‘Know, O king, that it is
a law of the Medes and Persians that no interdict or
ordinance that the king establishes can be changed.” '® Then
the king gave the command, and Daniel was brought and
thrown into the den of lions. The king said to Daniel, ‘May
your God, whom you faithfully serve, deliver you!” '7A
stone was brought and laid on the mouth of the den, and the
king sealed it with his own signet and with the signet of his
lords, so that nothing might be changed concerning
Daniel. '® Then the king went to his palace and spent the
night fasting; no food was brought to him, and sleep fled
from him. ' Then, at break of day, the king got up and
hurried to the den of lions. 2° When he came near the den
where Daniel was, he cried out anxiously to Daniel, ‘O
Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God whom you
faithfully serve been able to deliver you from the
lions?” 2! Daniel then said to the king, ‘O king, live for
ever! 22My God sent his angel and shut the lions’ mouths
so that they would not hurt me, because I was found
blameless before him; and also before you, O king, I have
done no wrong.” ?* Then the king was exceedingly glad and
commanded that Daniel be taken up out of the den. So
Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no kind of harm was
found on him, because he had trusted in his God.

First Reading

Second Reading Mark 15: 46 —16: 8

15: 46 Then Joseph bought a linen cloth, and taking down the
body, wrapped it in the linen cloth, and laid it in a tomb that
had been hewn out of the rock. He then rolled a stone
against the door of the tomb. 4’ Mary Magdalene and Mary
the mother of Joses saw where the body was laid.

16: ' When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and
Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so
that they might go and anoint him. 2 And very early on the
first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to
the tomb. 3 They had been saying to one another, ‘Who will
roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the
tomb?’ *When they looked up, they saw that the stone,
which was very large, had already been rolled back. °As
they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a
white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were
alarmed. °But he said to them, ‘Do not be alarmed; you are
looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has
been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid
him. 7But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going
ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he
told you.” 3 So they went out and fled from the tomb, for
terror and amazement had seized them; and they said
nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

Electoral Roll and Elections

Please note the Electoral Roll at St. Mary's is under review
and after today, Sunday 12th April, no new names may be
added, and none deleted, until after the Annual
Parochial Church Meeting on Sunday 26th April.

The election of 2 Churchwardens and 3 PCC Members is
among the items on the Agenda.

If you’re on the Electoral Roll you could stand. Please pray
about it. St. Mary’s needs YOU!

If your name is not the Electoral Roll today, 12th April, you
cannot vote at the APCM, unless you live in the Parish,
when you will only be able to vote for the Churchwardens.
Please email scain@disaldo.co.uk or speak to Stephen
Cain if you need an application form or wish to be removed
from the Electoral Roll. Thank you.

Annual Parochial Church Meetings

This year our Annual Parochial Church Meetings will be
held at St. Mary’s on Sunday 26th April, after the 10am
Team Service, and at The Church of The Holy Spirit on
Sunday 3rd May, following the 11am All Age Service.

Shekinah Donations Wanted

Shekinah would currently welcome any donations of socks.
Please give any donations to Helen McCready at St. Mary’s
Church. Thank you.
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