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    The front cover photograph this month is courtesy of the history society and I          
it shows the party of villagers planting the daffodil bulbs in 1988. A large group                
of villagers volunteered to do it and we reap the benefit of their hard work today.   

I thought it was very relevant both because of the beautiful display at the moment 
and the recent volunteers who have planted the snowdrops in memory of  Judy and 
Tony Winter. See photo on page 7. 

I wish you all a Happy Easter. 

Best wishes        Fiona 

                                                             

Colton Community Choir 

Invite you to come along and join our group of Jolly singers. A group of           

enthusiastic amateurs who enjoy singing  a variety of music. We meet every  

Monday at 7pm at St. Marys Church Colton. 

Do come and join us. 
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There’s something about Easter that resists being reduced to a single moment. 

It begins, of course, in the dark. In the confusion and grief of Good Friday. In the silence of Holy 

Saturday. In the sense that something precious has been lost, and that the future looks uncertain. If 

we’re honest, that’s often where life feels most real. We know what it is to sit with loss. We know 

what it is to carry disappointment. We know what it is to wonder what comes next. And then, 

quietly almost unexpectedly Easter morning breaks in. Not with trumpets at first, but with a 

question: “Why do you look for the living among the dead?” 

It’s a question that echoes far beyond the empty tomb. Because Easter is not just about what 

happened to Jesus then. It’s about what God is always doing now. Bringing life where we had given 

up hope. Calling us forward when we thought the story was over. Gently, surprising us with new 

beginnings we couldn’t have planned. 

Sometimes that new life is dramatic. More often, it’s subtle. It’s found in kindness where there could 

have been bitterness. In reconciliation where there has been distance. In courage to begin again, 

even when things feel fragile. Easter doesn’t deny the reality of the cross. It doesn’t pretend that 

suffering isn’t real. 

But it does say quietly, persistently that suffering is not the end of the story. And that is good news. 

As I write this, I am also aware that this Easter carries something of a personal turning point, as 

Rachel, Enid and I prepare to move on from this benefice. That brings its own mixture of gratitude, 

sadness, and hope. Gratitude for the privilege of sharing life with you in worship and in schools, in 

fellowship, in moments of joy and moments of loss, in the ordinary rhythms of village life that have 

meant so much. Sadness at saying goodbye to people and places that have become deeply familiar 

and dear. 

And yet, also, hope. Because the message of Easter reminds me reminds all of us that God is always 

at work in the moving, the changing, the letting go, and the beginning again. The same God who 

raised Jesus from the dead is the God who goes ahead of us into whatever comes next. 

So, this Easter, whether life feels full of light or still a little shadowed, may you know something of 

that quiet, steady hope. Life is stronger than death. Love is stronger than fear. God is not finished 

with us yet. 

 

Wishing you a blessed and joyful Easter. 

Neale  
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THE WILDFLOWER MEADOW – A NEW ERA 

I’m sure many of you know that Colton has it’s own nature reserve, a 2.25 acre wildflower meadow 

which adjoins the village hall playing field. What is less well known, is that the meadow was 

established nearly 10 years ago under the aegis of a company limited by guarantee called Colton 

Local Nature Reserve which is also a micro-charity. We have traditionally had between 25 and 30 

members each paying £10 a year towards the cost of maintain the meadow – annual mowing; 

strimming the Staffordshire Way section; removal of fallen trees and the occasional running repairs 

to fencing, gates etc – which averages around £350 a year. Although this arrangement worked 

reasonably well, it came at a cost both in terms of time – book-keeping, annual accounts, 

corporation tax returns, trustee meetings etc -and money, roughly 15% of our income going in 

Companies House fees.  

The meadow was created on land owned by the village hall which is also a charity. To simplify the 

whole business of running the reserve, the membership of Colton Local Nature Reserve and the 

trustees of the village hall have unanimously agreed that the company should be wound up and its 

assets transferred to the village hall where they will be treated as restricted funds, available only for 

the maintenance of the meadow.  Ian Hadridge, one of the directors of the company has joined the 

Village Hall Management Committee to represent the interests of the meadow. This move, when 

completed later this year, will eliminate the financial cost of having a separate company and 

significantly reduce the administrative burden.  The reserve will continue to be looked after by the 

same group of volunteers who do all the work apart from that requiring outside contractors such as 

the annual mowing, so there will be no visible changes. 

The existing members of Colton Local Nature Reserve have agreed to become Friends of the Nature 

Reserve and to make an annual donation to the village hall of £10 – in effect renewing their 

subscription. But in order to keep the meadow at it’s best for the enjoyment of the residents of 

Colton for the future, we need to recruit many more Friends.  Much of the cost of establishing the 

reserve came from grants and there is no guarantee that any future expensive maintenance items 

like renewing the stock proof fencing, will be eligible for grants.  

If you have ever enjoyed a walk in the meadow or just like the idea of the parish having its own 

dedicated space for nature, then please consider becoming a Friend.  All you ned to do is set up a 

regular annual payment of £10 using the following account information: 

• Sort Code            30 98 90 

• Acc No.                 18540268 

• Acc. Name          The Colton Village Hall – Colton 

• Payee reference  CLNR 

 

The trustees of the Village Hall Management Committee guarantee that your subscription will only 

be used to benefit the meadow. 

John Macmillan    

Chair, Colton Local Nature Reserve 
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I want to express my thanks to the kind friend (I never got his name) 
who helped me when I fell while walking up High Street to my house. 
 
I am better but still quite unsteady. 
 
Paul Redmond  

Many thanks to Karen and other volunteers for 
planting an amazing amount of snowdrops in 
memory of Judy and Tony Winter including a 
few from Gill and Bevs’ wood in Coachman’s 
Walk.  

 

Trish Suffield 
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There will be a meeting of Colton History Society on April 22nd 2026 at 7.30pm.  The talk 
will be given by Bob Marsh on Beaudesert.  
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A message from your Parish Council 
 
Below is a summary of the key areas that the Parish Council has been working on this 
financial year and will continue to pursue on your behalf: 
 

• Keep the pressure on Staffs County Council to resolve flooding issues, 
particularly on Hollow Lane and Bellamour Way, with further works planned 
this spring. 

• Also keep pressurising SCC Highways for better maintenance of roads in the 
parish, especially Newlands Lane and Stoneyford Lane. 

• Continue to grit High Street and various side streets when weather 
conditions require. 

• Contribute to cost of printing parish magazine and pay for delivery 

• Organised and contributed financially to the Colton Festival 2025, with 
assistance from parish volunteers and kind donations from Staffordshire 
CC/County Councillor Janet Higgins and Colton Parish Lands Trust. The 
possibility of organising another Festival this year is under discussion. 

• Fallen trees removed when urgent issues arise 

• Continue to work with local county councillors and police regarding 
speeding on B5013 Admaston Road and investigating other speeding 
concerns in Colton 

  
We invite feedback from Parishioners on anything else you would like 
the Parish Council to undertake on your behalf. Some things may not be within its 
powers but the Council will do what it can. 
  
Please join us on Wednesday 1st April between 7.15pm and 7.45pm at the Village 
Hall to share your feedback and ideas. Alternatively, contact a councillor or email the 
Clerk at colton.pc@hotmail.co.uk 
  
(This follows the format introduced last year, replacing the previous 
formal Parish Assembly evening) 
  
From Colton Parish Council 
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Colton 
Crafters 

At the Village Hall, Colton 
1-3pm  alternate  Mondays 

2026 

calendar 

9 & 23 March 

6 &20 April 

4 & 18 May 

1, 15 & 29 June 

13 & 27 July 

10 & 24 August 

7 & 21 

September 

5 & 19 October 

2, 16 & 30 

November 

14 December 

All welcome 

An opportunity  to 

meet  with 

fellow  crafters 

and  enjoy  crafting 

in an  informal 
group 

Contact 

Lynne  Dean 

07736972560 

lanterlit@hotmail.com 
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Cathe- dral 

Chem- Dry 

 

 

 

 

Cleaning carpets & upholstery   locally, regularly & professionally 

 

33 Darnford Lane, 

Lichfield   WS14 9RW 

 

Website: www.cathedralchemdry.co.uk 

Tel: 01543 418811 

 

 

Dec20 


