
 

The Radcliffe Team Ministry  

Parish of St Mary 

and 

Parish of St Thomas and St John with St Philip’s Community Centre 

 

NOTICES THIS WEEK 
Sunday 5 April 2026 

Easter Day 
 
 

Sunday and the week ahead 
 THANKS to all who have undertaken 

extra work during Lent, Holy Week and 
the approach to Easter Day – those 
preparing, leading and participating in 
the special events and services, those 
who have cleaned and decorated the 
churches and constructed the Easter 
displays, and those who donated towards, 
and arranged, the Easter flowers.  

Sun 5th  
 

Easter Day 

Revd Marie writes: You are encouraged to welcome Easter by making 
a joyful noise. If you have a  musical instrument, party popper, 
bell, football clacker, horn, pan lid and a spoon, or your own hands 
to clap and voice to yell with - bring it along on Easter Sunday.  
6:30am Team Sunrise Service at St Mary’s With breakfast 
9:30am Eucharist at St Mary’s Lessons for today:  Acts 

10:34-43; Colossians 
3:1-4; Matthew 28:1-10 
Light refreshments after 
each service 
The Church Electoral 
Rolls are being revised 

11:00am Eucharist at St Thomas and St John’s 
• We welcome Jim playing the organ 
• Ingathering before the service of non-

perishable food and toiletries for 
distribution through Porch Boxes 

• There is a box in church for gifts of money 
towards Easter flowers  

Please see in church the statutory notices convening the Annual Meetings.  There 
will be forms to enable you to stand as Churchwardens, members of the Parochial 
Church Council, and Deanery Synod representatives.  Check that you are correctly 
recorded on the parish Electoral Rolls. 

Mon 6th  10:00am No Warm Spaces at St Philip’s Community Centre Not on bank holidays 
Wed 8th  10:00am Team mid-week Communion at St TJ’s With refreshments 

7:00pm PCC of St Thomas and St John’s meets at 
St Philip’s Community Centre 

 

Fri 10th 10:15am (- 11:30) Following coffee, Team Friday 
Friends Study Group, at St Thomas 
and St John’s.  All welcome as we 
resume these meetings to study the Bible       

 

noon Team Intercessions at St Thomas and St 
John’s, followed by bring-your-own-lunch 
if you wish, drinks provided 

 

Sat 11th  10:00am (- noon) St Mary’s monthly Saturday Cafe  
 12:30pm Easter Lunch at St Thomas and St John’s 

– tickets from Beryl Holgate  
No Saturday Cafe  

Sun 12th  
Second 
Sunday of 
Easter 

9:30am Eucharist at St Mary’s Followed by 
refreshments 11:00am Eucharist at St Thomas and St John’s 

1:00pm Baptism at St Mary’s of Thomas James 
Brownleader 

 



 

Points for Prayer 
 

For healing St Mary’s: Catherine, Berenice Carey, Anna Cowsill, David 
Duckworth, Colin Embrey, Margaret Embrey, Christine Firth, William 
Firth, Peter Gorman, John Heuze, Chris Hollis, Pauline Holt, Harry 
Melling, Margaret Ratcliffe, Mary Walsh, Ian Williams, Denis Wright, 
Janice Wright 
St TJ and elsewhere: Marilyn Alldred, Joyce Baker, Lawson Bant, 
Revd Dougie Bird, Carol Cain, Reg Dee, Jacob Dewar, Zohreh Galati, 
Lyn Hill, Claire Jones, Louise Peart 

Bereaved Family and friends of Priscilla Holme 
Books of 
Remembrance 

St Mary’s: Mattie Morris (9th) 
St Thomas and St John’s:  Nellie Taylor, Mary Pimlott (6th); William 
Currie Montgomery, Albert Rees, Fay Bland, William Manders, 
Margaret Boak Ramsey (8th); Joan Watts (9th); Allan Ramsey (10th); 
Doris Mills (11th) 

 

Looking ahead 
    
April 
Wed 15th   6:45pm Deanery Celebration event at St Peter’s church, St Peter’s 

Road, Bury  BL9 9QZ 
Thu 16th 7:00pm St TJ’s PCC Building Sub-committee 
Mon 20th  7:30pm BEE Joyful.  Mission Community Songs of Praise at Christ 

Church, Ainsworth  BL2 5RU  (see poster) 
Wed 22nd  7:30pm Annual Social Evening hosted by Union of Catholic Mothers 
Sat 25th  9:00am (- 11am) Last Saturday of every month: Radcliffe Churches 

pray for revival at New Life church (preceded by Breakfast) 
Sun 26th  noon St Thomas and St John’s Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
May 
Sun 3rd 10:45am St Mary’s Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
Thu 7th  7:00pm St Mary’s Parochial Church Council 
Sat 9th  11:00am (- 2pm) Spring Fayre at St Mary’s 
10th – 16th   Christian Aid Week.  Christian Aid is the relief and development 

agency of the British Churches.  As well as envelopes in 
church to support our own giving, we seek to involve others 
by house-to-house collecting and by in-supermarket 
collecting.  Can you volunteer a few hours please?  See Philip 
Gooderson (0161 761 6136) 

Sat 16th  7:00pm Quiz at St Philip’s Community Centre:  fund-raiser for Christian Aid 
 
Annual Parochial Church Meetings 
   
The “AGMs” of our Churches are set for late 
April/early May (see table above).  Before that we 
have to update the Electoral Rolls, membership of 
which determines who may speak and vote at 
them – and who may serve in some of the 
positions within the Church.  If you are a regular 
worshipper, ask to join, or check if you’re not sure 
you are on already.  At St Thomas and St John’s – 
see Carol Smith.  Jean Robinson at St Mary’s. 

Invitation to  
Annual Social Evening  

from the Union of Catholic Mothers, St 
Mary and St Philip Neri RC Church, 

Radcliffe 
 
UCM invites the ladies of St Thomas and St John’s 
and of St Mary’s to their annual social evening at St 
Mary’s Social Club, Pine Street, Radcliffe  M26 2WQ. 
 
Date:  Wednesday 22 April at 7:30pm 
Cost:  £6 to include entertainment, raffle and supper.  
The latest date to apply for tickets is 12 April. 
 
Please see list in church, or let Frances Pilling know 
you will be attending (tel:  07920 176966) for 
catering planning.  Payment is not needed in advance 
– pay on the door. 

Annual Reports  
 
.. covering calendar year 2025 are being 
produced.  Would group/activity leaders and 
usual contributors please submit material to 
Revd Adele (for St Thomas and St John’s) and 
to Vicky Bridge (for St Mary’s). 

  

To be in touch with the clergy, please contact Revd Marie Pattison, Team Rector (0161 989 5785 or 07795 
805767), Revd Irene Thirkell, Curate (07435 657865) or Revd Adele McKie, Associate Priest (07946 383024).   
 
To discuss baptisms or weddings, please go to Vestry Hour from 10:30 on Saturdays at St 
Thomas and St John’s, or from 10:45 on Sundays at St Mary’s. 
 
Please supply future information to lesandkathleen@btinternet.com or to 0161 724 5696.   
 
Current information may be found at https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16096/ and 
https://www.radcliffeparishchurch.com/    

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16096/
https://www.radcliffeparishchurch.com/


 

Bishop David's Easter Message 

 

 

As we continue through Holy Week, Bishop David invites us to reflect on what it means 

to stand alongside fellow Christians around the world - especially those who face 

hardship, danger, and uncertainty. Bishop David shares this Easter message about 

presence, courage, and the enduring hope of the resurrection. His reflections remind us 

that, even amid global conflict and suffering, the joy of Easter continues to break 

through: 

A decade or so back, I spent Holy Week and Easter not here in Manchester, but in 

Pakistan, visiting our link diocese of Lahore. 

The trip had been long planned as a physical way of indicating our support for a church 

that is very much a minority in its land and often a persecuted one. 

My visit was made even more significant by the fact that I arrived just ten days or so 

after a suicide bomber had killed and injured several people in an attack on an act of 

worship in one of the diocese’s churches. 

Standing alongside our sisters and brothers, sharing with them on the journey to the 

cross and resurrection, in a time when they were facing great danger, felt like the right 

thing to be doing. The kind of support that the presence of a brother bishop from a link 

diocese can properly provide. 

Being physically present is, in my thinking, a form of incarnation: that Jesus came to 

live, die and rise physically, so we echo that willingness to be with God’s people in 

person. 

For that same reason, this year, Sue and I made plans to spend Holy Week in 

Jerusalem as guests of the Archbishop, travelling to Gethsemane, Golgotha and 

beyond with him and his people, at a time when they’re caught up in the conflicts 

presently ravaging the Middle East. 

At the time I’m recording this message, as the conflict with Iran continues, it feels 

unlikely we will travel. We have not yet entirely given up hope, not least because I 

remember vividly how joyfully the people of Lahore celebrated this holy season, even in 

the immediate aftermath of an atrocity against them. 

Whether or not I can be with them in person, I’m confident that same joy will be present 

in Jerusalem this year. 

My prayer is that we in Manchester, who do not face such harrowing circumstances, will 

be equally full of the joy of the risen Lord. 



 

 
 



 
 
Please see below a prayer list from our Mission Community covering first the coming week, 
then the month. 
 
In the coming week the churches of our Mission Community will be: 
 
· Praying for Christians all around the world, who are preparing to celebrate Easter; praying especially 
for those who live in fear of persecution for their beliefs. 
· Giving thanks that we are able to worship and proclaim our faith without fear of reprisals. 
· Giving thanks for the Clergy throughout our Mission Community, & for all that they do. 
· Praying that those who have been wrapped up in the busyness of preparing & delivering Lent, Holy 
Week & Easter Services, may find time to rest & find their own spiritual refreshment. 
· Praying for guidance from the Holy Spirit for our clergy, volunteers & lay leaders as they work to 
find & maintain a healthy ‘Church – life’ balance. 

 

 

 



Please join us in prayer for the people of Iran 

— for peace, for protection, for comfort for grieving families, and for hope to shine in the 

midst of great darkness. We also hold in prayer those members of our community 

from Iran, who are deeply concerned for their loved ones back home. 

We share this prayer written by the Rt Revd Dr Guli Francis-Dehqani, Bishop of 

Chelmsford and unite together in praying: 

 

Ever-loving God, 

who hears us in our anguish and distress, 

and longs for us to be free. 

We pray for the people of Iran and the wider Middle East, 

at this time of fear and uncertainty. 

Be near to those who are anxious; 

bring comfort to all who are suffering. 

Guide those with the power to make decisions, 

and lead them in the ways of wisdom, compassion and moderation: 

that people of goodwill would seek harmony and reconciliation. 

Join us with our Christian brothers and sisters in all places, 

in praying for peace with justice, 

through him who is the prince of peace, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Giving to church 
Our Churches depend on income from fees paid for some of our services, from fund-raising, 
from activities at St Philip’s Community Centre and – most particularly – from monetary gifts 

from worshippers and other supporters.  In each of our churches, donations can be made via 
digital giving machines using credit or debit cards. You can use the QR codes below to give.  

Please speak to us for advice on gift aiding your offering, so that each £1 you give becomes 
£1.25 – at no extra cost to you. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left:  St Thomas and St John  

Right:  St Mary 

 

https://anglican.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0788334860e9fdd899814d7e9&id=fb70dd1989&e=ee81ab031b
https://anglican.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0788334860e9fdd899814d7e9&id=fb70dd1989&e=ee81ab031b


 



 



 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Being stewards of God’s creation and doing our bit as Christians for the planet, 
if you have any of the following lying around your home then please bring them 

to be recycled  

 
 
Eagle’s Wing is a mutual support group of friends made up of local people, asylum seekers and 

refugees living in this area.  It meets at the United reformed Church, Parsons Lane, Bury  BL9 

0LY, Monday, Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 10am to noon (term time only).  “Come as 

strangers, stay as friends” – they say. 
 
  



 



 
 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Vicky at St Mary’s writes:  “'Our St Mary's WAG's 

are once again taking part in the Race for Life at 

Heaton Park this year. This year’s event is on 

Sunday 5th July and anyone wanting to join us can 

use the link below. There is a St Mary's team 

which you can also join once you have entered. 

Please speak to Vicky (07533 894392) if you need 

further details. 

https://raceforlife.cancerresearchuk.org/' 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://raceforlife.cancerresearchuk.org/


 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


