[bookmark: _Hlk174433320]     Sunday 26th April 2026  	 	                     4th Sunday of Easter 
Vocations Sunday


Collect:  Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life: raise us, who trust in him, from the death of sin to the life of righteousness, that we may seek those things which are above, where he reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Acts 2.42–47
Many were baptised and were added to the community. 42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. 44 All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45 they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

Psalm 23
R The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.
1 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters. R
3 He revives my soul and guides me 
along right pathways for his name’s sake.
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me. R
5 You spread a table before me 
in the presence of those who trouble me; 
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.
6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me
[image: ]all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. R

1 Peter 2.19–25
Brothers and sisters: 19 It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. 20 If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval. 21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 22 ‘He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.’ 23 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

John 10.1–10
Jesus said to the Pharisees: 1 ‘Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.’ 6 Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 7 So again Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.
Post Communion Prayer: Merciful Father, you gave your Son Jesus Christ to be the good shepherd, and in his love for us to lay down his life and rise again: keep us always under his protection, and give us grace to follow in his steps; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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Sunday 26th April
09.30 Service of the Word, St Mary’s
09.30 Sung Eucharist, St Helen’s
11.00 Sung Eucharist, St John’s followed by APCM

Wednesday 29th April 
10.00 Morning Worship, St Mary’s
11.00 Prayer Circle, St Peter’s

Sunday 3rd May
08.00 Said Eucharist (BCP), St John’s
09.30 Sung Eucharist, St Mary’s 
10.00 Flower Festival Eucharist, St Peter’s, followed by APCM
16.00 Evening Worship, St Catherine’s

Tuesday 5th May 
10.00 Morning Worship, St Catherine’s

Wednesday 6th May 
10.00 Morning Worship, St Mary’s
11.00 Prayer Circle, St Peter’s

Sunday 10th May
09.30 Service of the Word, St Mary’s
09.30 Sung Eucharist, St Helen’s
11.00 Sung Eucharist, St John’s followed by APCM

Wednesday 13th May 
10.00 Morning Worship, St Mary’s
11.00 Prayer Circle, St Peter’s

Sunday 17th May
08.00 Said Eucharist (BCP), St John’s
09.30 Sung Eucharist, St Mary’s 
10.00 Sung Eucharist, St Peter’s

Haven Benefice Church contacts: 
Priest-in-Charge (Day off: Tuesday)
St Peter’s Seaview and Safeguarding
Revd Karen Wilson on 07591240640
Email: revdkarenwilson@outlook.com
St Helen’s and St Catherine's, St Helens –
Sue Whitewick on 01983 568761
St Mary’s Brading – 
Nigel Elton-Walters on 01983 406817
Safeguarding - Catherine Davis on 07940826034 
St John’s Yaverland –
Kevin Norton on 07951407423
Curate at Haven Benefice
Revd Bevaly Rackett – 01983 407432 
Email: revbevrackett@gmail.com 

Website: www.havenchurches.org.uk
Or find us on achurchnearyou.com
Or follow us on Facebook: Haven Churches IOW


To add items to this news sheet please contact Rev Bevaly


St John’s APCM follow the service this morning (26th April). The PCC are seeking new members, including a Secretary and Treasurer. Do stay to find out what the church has been doing over the past year and to hear plans for the coming year. 

Today is Vocations Sunday in the Church of England (AKA Good Shepherd Sunday.) It is a dedicated time to pray for and to explore God’s calling, including ordained ministry, lay ministry and volunteering in our churches across the benefice, including membership of our PCC’s and standing for Office as Church Warden etc. Please do consider whether God is calling you to a ministry of any kind within our benefice and speak to me if you feel the nudges of God upon your life in any way. It is always a joy to encourage others to explore their vocations and to enable them to flourish. Revd Karen.

Haven Fellowship, our next monthly Bible and Prayer meeting is at St Catherine’s chapel, St Helen’s on Wed May 20th,  from 6:30 - 8pm: Then on Weds June 17th and  July 15th. Join us for a light Agape supper of bread and cheese, and then explore God’s Word.  Please let Caroline know if you are coming by text to 07533 083401 for catering purposes. 
 
St Helen’s and St Peter’s Churches are looking to for New Social Events and Fundraising Teams to work alongside the PCC. Also, The Friends of St Helen’s Church are seeking a new Trustee to join them. Please let Revd Karen know if you are interested.

The next 2 Coffee Mornings and Plant Sales at St Mary’s, Brading are on Saturdays 2nd and 9th May. Do come along for Tea, Coffee, Cakes, Preserves, Stalls, Raffle, Farmer Ralph and lots of bargain Plants.

Vectis Brass are in concert at St Mary’s on Thursday 14th May starting at 7.30pm in aid of Brading Bells. 

Assembly Bangers’ Singalong. 16th May at 3pm in St Helen’s Church. There will be voting slips in each church. Please vote for your favourite school assembly ‘bangers’ that you love and come along on 16th to reminisce and sing your favourite school hymn/song. Afterwards we will serve Cream Teas at £5.00 a head with tea or coffee. Further details available soon.

Copies of the April issue of our parish magazine, 'What's On', are now available, price 60p, from the back of each church. For a subscription, delivered to your door each month, (at a bargain price!) contact Paul and Mary Jackson on 01983 872326.
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