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Alleluia Christ is Risen
He is Risen indeed Alleluia!

Collect
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Your wounds declare your love for the world
And the wonder of your risen life:
Give us compassion and courage
To risk ourselves for those we serve,
To the glory of God the Father. 

ANGEL VOICES EVER SINGING
round thy throne of light
angel-harps for ever ringing
rest not day or night
thousands only live to bless thee
and confess thee Lord of might.


Thou who art beyond the farthest
mortal eye can see
can it be that thou regardest
our poor hymnody?
Yes, we know that thou art near us
and wilt hear us constantly

Yea, we know that thou rejoicest
o’er each work of thine
thou didst ears and hands and voices
for thy praise design;
craftman’s art and music’s measure
for thy pleasure all combine.

In thy house great God we offer
of thine own to thee
and for thine acceptance proffer
all unworthily, 
hearts and minds and hands and voices
join our choicest psalmody.

Honour glory might and merit
thine shall ever be
Father Son and Holy Spirit
Blessed Trinity
Of the best that thou hast given
Earth and heaven render thee


Readings: Acts 7:55-end, 1 Peter 2:2-10, John 14:1-14

Reflection
Our reading from John 14 is perhaps familiar to many of us, and I have probably preached on it more times than any other Bible passage – mainly at funerals! Although I do like to add verse 27 at funerals ‘Jesus said; Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.’’
Our readings they have changed focus from recent weeks, where we have been looking at the positive post resurrection sightings of Jesus and the positive effect of the Holy Spirit after Pentecost in Acts. This week we see in Acts the stoning of Stephen and in John 14 we have Jesus preparing the disciples for his death. 
Today’s reading from the end of Acts 7, comes at the end of Stephen’s long sermon which he finishes by accusing the listeners of being of the same rebellious stock as Moses’ generation! The narrative of Stephen’s murder is a total contrast to the 3,000 baptised when Peter spoke. 
To be honest I’m not surprised Stephen’s executors are furious, no one likes to be compared to unfavourable forerunners. But his executors are not just furious, they are deaf to all reason – and Stephen’s final words echo those of Jesus on the cross ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’  & ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them.’  In the face of death – Stephen looked to heaven and drew strength from the power of the Holy Spirit, asking God to receive him and to forgive those who were stoning him. 
It is also important to note Saul’s presence at Stephen’s stoning, as he features (as St Paul) in the readings over the next few weeks; as we continue to celebrate Easter and Christ’s victory over sin and death. 
The link between Acts 7 and John 14 is the talk of heaven; or as it is referred to in John as ‘In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places.’ These dwelling places, or rooms as other translations say, could have been translated as ‘abode’ or ‘abide’. Abiding in God abiding with God, which mark our experience as Christians. 
Then we come to one of the most profound statements Jesus gives us in the Bible. ‘I am the way, the truth and the life.’ What if this wasn’t a set of individual statements, to be applied one after the other – we follow the way of Jesus, we discover the truth of who he is and then we begin to live in all its fullness as we heard in last week’s gospel reading. I think Jesus is describing a living reality not three steps. The way, the truth and the life are not separate, because in Jesus they are one. 
Which leads us to the last part of the reading from John 14 – Prayer. Stephen prayed in adversity for those who were persecuting him, just as Jesus prayed on the cross. As part of this discourse with the disciples Jesus makes a pledge that they prayers will be answered – but not just any prayers, prayers that ‘glorify the Son’ They are to come out of a relationship with Jesus. The answering of prayers does not serve the one who prays, but to the end that ‘the Father may be glorified in the Son;’ and by extension through those who follow him. 
These are prayers offered on behalf of the community and its mission. Prayers under-pin the work that the church has to do.  It is the prayer we pray every day, ‘Your kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven.’ 
As we considered Jesus words ‘I am the way, the truth and the life.’ And draw close to him, that we may know that which will glorify the Son, as Stephen demonstrated in Acts 7, let us pray boldly that we too will work to bring heaven to earth as we abide with Christ. 

HOW SWEET THE NAME OF JESUS SOUNDS
In a believer’s ear!	
It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds,
And drives away his fear.
It makes the wounded spirit whole,
And calms the troubled breast;
’Tis manna to the hungry soul,
And to the weary, rest.


Dear name, the rock on which I build,
My shield and hiding place,
My never-failing treasury, filled
With boundless stores of grace!

Jesus! My Shepherd, Saviour, Friend,
My Prophet, Priest and King,
My Lord, my Life, my Way, my End,
Accept the praise I bring.

Weak is the effort of my heart,
And cold my warmest thought;
But when I see Thee as Thou art,
I’ll praise Thee as I ought.

Till then I would Thy love proclaim
With every fleeting breath;
And may the music of Thy name
Refresh my soul in death. 


Prayers & Lord’s Prayer 
Please pray for
Peace in our world especially in the Middle East , 
A fair distribution of resources.
Those who are sick or in any kind of distress.
For all those who are mourning. 
For events happening in the Benefice – please see the diary.
Jenny and Lynda as they continue their ministry training. 
For those exploring a call to ministry. 


WE HAVE A GOSPEL TO PROCLAIM
good news for all throughout the earth;
the gospel of a Saviour’s name:
we sing his glory, tell his worth.

Tell of his birth at Bethlehem,
not in a royal house or hall
but in a stable dark and dim,
the Word made flesh, a light for all

Tell of his death at Calvary,
hated by those he came to save;
in lonely suff’ring on the cross:
for all he loved, his life he gave.

Tell of that glorious Easter morn,
empty the tomb, for he was free;
he broke the pow’r of death and hell
that we might share his victory.

Tell of his reign at God’s right hand,
by all creation glorified.
he sends his spirit on his Church
to live for him, the Lamb who died.

Now we rejoice to name him King:
Jesus is Lord of all the earth.
This gospel message we proclaim:
we sing his glory, tell his worth.


May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all, ever more. Amen. 

News & Notices
Joint PCC for all 7 PCCs Monday 11th May, 7.00pm Woolavington Church with Archdeacon Simon & Assistant Area Dean Catherine.  Starting with Evening Prayer 
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Monday 4th May. 2.00-4.00pm Westonzoyland Church Tower Open Day. Village Fete with Refreshments served in church. 

Thursday 14th May – Ascension Day 6.00pm Holy Communion, Cossington

Friday 15th May – 7 for 7.30pm Open Mic Night, Cossington Church

Friday 15th May – 7.00pm Quiz at Pawlett Pavilion

Saturday 16th May  Christian Aid Cake Sale, Royal British Legion, Pawlett, 10.30-11.30am.

Saturday 16th May from 10am -1.30pm Care for the Family is running a Bereavement Awareness Course at St Mary's. For more information, please email Julie Pelling revjuliepelling@gmail.com 

Sunday 31st May – Joint Service – Communion Together, 10:30am, Westonzoyland Church. Please note time is different to in the Link Magazine. 

Weekly Events
Monday 		7:00pm 	Bell Ringing Practice, Woolavington
			7.30pm 	Bell Ringing Practice, Puriton
Tuesdays 		10.30am 	Coffee Morning, Puriton Clist Room  
Wednesdays 	10:45am 	Coffee Morning, Cossington
			3.15pm 	Messy Church Club, Woolavington
			7.00pm 	Bell Ringing Practice, Pawlett
Thursdays 		12-2:30pm 	Bakeability Café Bawdrip Parish Hall
7.30pm 	Pause for Thought, Bawdrip 
Fridays 		2.00pm 	Pop Up Choir,  
5.00pm 	Choir Practice, Pawlett

This week…
Tuesday 5th 		9.30am 	Ministry Team Meeting
			2.00pm 	Puriton APCM
Wed 6th 		12noon 	Clergy Chapter Meet
Thursday 7th 	11.00am 	Holy Communion, Woolavington Pavilion
					Home Communions
Saturday 9th 		1.00pm 	Baptism, Woolavington
Sunday 10th 		12noon 	Cossington APCM, Church
			3.00pm 	Evensong, Wells Cathedral. 

[bookmark: _Hlk105052858]Morning Prayer on Zoom Tuesday – Thursday 8.30am 
[bookmark: _Hlk160365744][bookmark: _Hlk202429752]www.zoom/us/join Meeting ID: 803 619 7054	Passcode: 188399
image1.jpeg




