The Collect and Reading appointed for the Fourth Sunday of Easter

Risen Christ,
you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope:
strengthen us to proclaim your risen life
and fill us with your peace,
to the glory of God the Father. Amen.

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles, chapter 2, verses 42 - 47

The believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, 
to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 
Everyone was filled with awe, 
and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. 
All the believers were together and had everything in common. 
Selling their possessions and goods, 
they gave to anyone as he had need.
Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. 
They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 
praising God and enjoying the favour of all the people. 
And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.

Pause for Thought…

…and the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved…
	
How? Why? 
What was it about those earliest days of the Christian Church 
that brought about 
such exponential growth?

Simple answer…

The apostles 
- the Church’s appointed leaders – 
continued Jesus’ ministry of healing and teaching.

And those they led 
devoted themselves 
to meeting with their brothers and sisters 
to learning together, 
to praying together, 
to breaking bread together, 
to sharing fellowship together.

They devoted themselves to worship and fellowship.
(They didn’t just go along if they didn’t have a better offer or something else to do that day.)

They devoted themselves to meeting 
and did so with glad and sincere hearts, 
praising God 
and ensuring that their love for and service of God 
expressed itself in loving service of each other and of the wider community – 
giving generously and sacrificially to anyone and everyone who was in need.

When a Christian Church looks like that, 
by the grace and power of God’s Holy Spirit, 
it will grow!
