26th April 2026              St. James the Less                Easter 4
[bookmark: _Hlk178029900][bookmark: _Hlk180797981]  SUNDAY
11am     HOLY COMMUNION    Rev Mark
         Eucharistic Prayer D  p.28 [194]

Readings   Acts 242 to end     John 101-10


Sustainable Church Flowers 

The General Synod recently backed a motion from the Diocese of Worcester encouraging churches and cathedrals to explore ways of arranging flowers that are both beautiful and environmentally responsible. 🌸    🌸    🌸    🌸    🌸    🌸    [image: ]                            

The Sustainable Church Flowers movement began as a grassroots initiative in the small rural parish of Harpley, Worcestershire, when volunteers started exploring how traditional flower‑arranging methods could reflect the Church’s commitment to caring for creation. It has since grown into a national and ecumenical network offering practical support to parishes, arrangers and clergy.   🌸    🌸    🌸    🌸    🌸    🌸    

It encourages churches, wherever possible, to consider using seasonal, locally sourced flowers and foliage, and to phase out single‑use floral foam – a 1950s‑era plastic product which cannot be recycled or composted, sheds micro‑particles when handled, and contains the equivalent of up to ten carrier bags’ worth of plastic per block. The Royal Horticultural Society has already prohibited floral foam at its shows, including Chelsea, since 2021.🌸    🌸    🌸    🌸    🌸    🌸    

The motion highlights long‑established alternatives such as reusable vessels, twigs, moss, chicken wire, and metal “frogs”, which for centuries enabled churches to create arrangements without single‑use plastics. It is also opportunity to support local growers and community gardens.🌸    🌸    🌸    🌸    🌸    🌸    

The Sustainable Church Flowers provides online resources, tutorials and local ambassadors. More at: https://suschurchflowers.com
WEDNESDAY (29th)
10:30am   HOLY COMMUNION    Rev Mark
            Eucharistic Prayer D   p.28 [194]

Readings   Acts 1224-135    John  1244 to end 


                    SERVICES NEXT WEEK                 Sun 3rd May   8:00am  Holy Communion BCP
                  11:00am  Holy Communion
                    6:30pm  Evensong
[bookmark: _Hlk213108038]Weds 6th         10:30am  Holy Communion
[bookmark: _Hlk181129205]
             Prayer for the Week  	    BRF	
Lord God,
You are before, within and beyond our words
Shape what we think this day.
Sharpen for good what is said.
Shield those we love.
Shelter us whatever comes our way.
Shoulder our sin and our burdens.
And make us good stewards of your gifts and resources.
For your Name’s sake		AMEN
                                                      

Please continue to pray for all those on our prayer list: Guy & Catherine Negus,  Pam & Derek Johnson, Derek Cotgrove, Paul Haisman-Baker,  Tessa Yates,
 Altanya Femi, Sue Burton.

 

Don’t  forget
   KETTLE’S ON  every Tues at 10:30am at St. Barnabas

BIBLE course on Weds at 1:00pm and 7:30pm  
                                                             in St. Barnabas  
           
BEAT’N’BEANS Sat. 9th May  10:30am    

                   
Church website:   https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6384/         BTH website: bth-group.org 
· Revd Mark Smeed:   01268 211009       
Claire Littlejohn (St. James’ Newsletter): 01268 757557  
Revd Pete (Team Leader/Area Dean):  01268 211009      
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