The Herald 
Linking the congregations of the Craven Arms Benefice:
Acton Scott, Halford, the Pilgrim Centre, Stokesay & Wistanstow
26th April  The Fourth Sunday of Easter

Readings: Acts 2.42 - 47, 1 Peter 2.19 – 25 and John 10.1 - 10



	

	
	





	


Collect 



Almighty God,
whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection 
    and the life:
raise us, who trust in him,
from the death of sin to the life of righteousness,
that we may seek those things which are above,
where he reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.  Amen 


Post Communion 





Merciful Father,
you gave your Son Jesus Christ to be 
    the good shepherd,
and in his love for us to lay down his life 
    and rise again:
keep us always under his protection,
and give us grace to follow in his steps;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen


In Our Prayers 


With confidence in Christ, the true vine who gives life to the world, we bring our prayers before God our Father.
· We pray for the world and its leaders. May those entrusted with authority work for peace, protect the vulnerable, and create opportunities for people of all religious, social and cultural backgrounds to live together in harmony.
· We pray for peace in the Middle East, between Russia and Ukraine and in Sudan. May those in authority look beyond personal power and wealth to see the suffering and hardship which war has inflicted on millions of innocent people.
· We pray for the mariners stranded far from home in the Straits of Hormuz and for their families. May they be safe and be reunited as soon as possible.
· We pray for those who feel isolated, especially for people who are lonely, anxious, housebound or who struggle with illness or loss. May they know the closeness of Christ and the support of our community.
God our Father, source of all life, hear the prayers we offer in faith. Keep us united to your Son, that we may bear fruit that will last. Through Christ our Lord.  Amen
Please pray for all who have asked for our prayers: 
Dorothy Thomas • Nikki Ray • Chris Silcock • Janet Martin • 
Lillian Tomlinson • Monica Morris • Andrew • Henry Hand • 
Andrew White  • 






Notices 
Today’s Services are:

  Stokesay          9.45 am          Holy Communion

  Wistanstow    11.15 am          All Age Worship

   

  
Thursday Morning Prayer is having a break for April and will resume in May.


Despite the atrocious weather The Plant Sale last Saturday made £1140. It’s to be shared equally between Halford and Stokesay churches. A big thank you to all who were involved and who donated to the event. The


On Saturday 25th April from 9:30 am to 12:30pm in St. Laurence’s Church, Church Stretton there is an event to celebrate small churches in the deanery. Halford Church will have a stall/display there (not selling anything!) and is involved in the event/service. It would be good to see you there.

Almighty God, as we observe World Immunisation Week we pray for our world in the face of declining global vaccination and the renewed threat of preventable disease.
We give you thanks for all who labour in medical research, for scientists, clinicians, and health workers whose gifts and dedication bring healing and hope.

We pray especially for the work of the World Health Organization, and for all who seek to protect the health of nations through cooperation, compassion, and wisdom.
Grant perseverance and insight to those pursuing new breakthroughs in prevention and care, that suffering may be reduced and communities strengthened in health and peace. Amen

Prayer for Good Shepherd Sunday

Risen Christ,
faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep:
teach us to hear your voice
and to follow your command,
that all your people may be gathered into one flock,
to the glory of God the Father. Amen


If you have a notice for inclusion in the Herald please forward via email:  heraldcravenarms@gmail.com 
or text : 07484 835170. Deadline is noon on Thursday.

Benefice Facebook page: ‘Craven Arms Parishes’


Rev Clive Munday can be contacted on: 01588 672876 or via email: vicar@caparishes.org.uk  



Services & readings for next Sunday (White)

Acts 7.55-60, 1 Peter 2.2-10, John 14.1-14

  Pilgrim Centre	       8.00 am       Holy Communion


  Acton Scott           11.00 am       All-age Worship  

   
Sharing God’s love with all through word and deed




