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Readings for Holy Communion = 12* April

The Collect

Almighty Father,

you have given your only Son to die for our
sins

and to rise again for our justification:

grant us so to put away the leaven of malice
and wickedness

that we may always serve you

in pureness of living and truth;

through the merits of your Son Jesus Christ
our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen

First Reading Acts 2.14a,22-32
On the day of Pentecost, '“Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed
the crowd: *You that are Israelites, listen to what | have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man
attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through
him among you, as you yourselves know — *’this man, handed over to you according to
the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those
outside the law. **But God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was
impossible for him to be held in its power. *For David says concerning him,
“l saw the Lord always before me,
for he is at my right hand so that | will not be shaken;
*therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
moreover, my flesh will live in hope.
*’For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,
or let your Holy One experience corruption.
%You have made known to me the ways of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.”
?‘Fellow lIsraelites, | may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died
and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. **Since he was a prophet, he knew
that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his
throne. *'Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying,
“He was not abandoned to Hades,
nor did his flesh experience corruption.”
This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.’



Psalm 16
R: In you presence, O Lord, is the fullness of joy
I Preserve me, O God, for in you have | taken refuge;
| have said to the Lord, “You are my lord,

all my good depends on you.’
2 All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land,
upon those who are noble in heart. R
3 Though the idols are legion that many run after,
their drink offerings of blood | will not offer,

neither make mention of their names upon my lips. R
4 The Lord himself is my portion and my cup;
in your hands alone is my fortune.

5 My share has fallen in a fair land;

indeed, | have a goodly heritage. R

6 | will bless the Lord who has given me counsel,
and in the night watches he instructs my heart.

7 | have set the Lord always before me;

he is at my right hand; | shall not fall. R

8 Wherefore my heart is glad and my spirit rejoices;
my flesh also shall rest secure.

9 For you will not abandon my soul to Death,

nor suffer your faithful one to see the Pit. R
10 You will show me the path of life;
in your presence is the fullness of joy
and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore. R

Second Reading | Peter |.3-9

*Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he
has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, “and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and
unfading, kept in heaven for you, *who are being protected by the power of God
through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. °In this you
rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, “so that
the genuineness of your faith — being more precious than gold that, though
perishable, is tested by fire — may be found to result in praise and glory and
honour when Jesus Christ is revealed. ®Although you have not seen him, you love
him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice
with an indescribable and glorious joy, *for you are receiving the outcome of your
faith, the salvation of your souls.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia.
| am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one;
| was dead, and behold | am alive for evermore.
Alleluia.



Gospel John 20.19-31

""When it was evening on the first day of the week, and the doors of the house
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.” 2°After he said this, he showed
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.
?!Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so |
send you.” ?When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
‘Receive the Holy Spirit. ?’If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if
you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’

**But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them
when Jesus came. *So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But
he said to them, ‘Unless | see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger
in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, | will not believe.’

%A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace
be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands.
Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ **Thomas
answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!" *’Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed
because you have seen me! Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
come to believe.’

**Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not
written in this book. *'But these are written so that you may come to believe that
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life
in his name.

Prayer of preparation Post Communion Prayer

Risen Lord Jesus Christ, Lord God our Father,

we believe you, and all we have heard through our Saviour Jesus Christ

is true. you have assured your children of eternal
When you break bread life

may we recognize you as the fire that and in baptism have made us one with him:
burns within us, deliver us from the death of sin

that we may bring light to your world. and raise us to new life in your love,
Amen. in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,

by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.



Readings for Evening Prayer

Psalm 30: 1-5

R: | will exalt you, O Lord

I | will exalt you, O Lord,
because you have raised me up

and have not let my foes triumph over me.

2 O Lord my God, | cried out to you

and you have healed me.

3 You brought me up, O Lord, from the dead;

you restored me to life from among those that go down to the Pit. R

4 Sing to the Lord, you servants of his;

give thanks to his holy name.

5 For his wrath endures but the twinkling of an eye,
his favour for a lifetime.

Heaviness may endure for a night,

but joy comes in the morning. R

First Reading Daniel 6.1-23

'It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom one hundred and twenty satraps, stationed
throughout the whole kingdom, 2and over them three presidents, including Daniel; to
these the satraps gave account, so that the king might suffer no loss. *Soon Daniel
distinguished himself above all the other presidents and satraps because an excellent spirit
was in him, and the king planned to appoint him over the whole kingdom. *So the
presidents and the satraps tried to find grounds for complaint against Daniel in connection
with the kingdom. But they could find no grounds for complaint or any corruption,
because he was faithful, and no negligence or corruption could be found in him. °The men
said, ‘We shall not find any ground for complaint against this Daniel unless we find it in
connection with the law of his God.’

%So the presidents and satraps conspired and came to the king and said to him, ‘O King
Darius, live for ever! ’All the presidents of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the
counsellors and the governors, are agreed that the king should establish an ordinance and
enforce an interdict, that whoever prays to anyone, divine or human, for thirty days,
except to you, O king, shall be thrown into a den of lions. 8Now, O king, establish the
interdict and sign the document, so that it cannot be changed, according to the law of the
Medes and the Persians, which cannot be revoked.” *Therefore King Darius signed the
document and interdict.



'YAlthough Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he continued to go to his
house, which had windows in its upper room open towards Jerusalem, and to get down
on his knees three times a day to pray to his God and praise him, just as he had done
previously. ''The conspirators came and found Daniel praying and seeking mercy before
his God. '*Then they approached the king and said concerning the interdict, ‘O king! Did
you not sign an interdict, that anyone who prays to anyone, divine or human, within thirty
days except to you, O king, shall be thrown into a den of lions?” The king answered, ‘The
thing stands fast, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be
revoked.” *Then they responded to the king, ‘Daniel, one of the exiles from Judah, pays
no attention to you, O king, or to the interdict you have signed, but he is saying his
prayers three times a day.’

"“When the king heard the charge, he was very much distressed. He was determined to
save Daniel, and until the sun went down he made every effort to rescue him. "Then the
conspirators came to the king and said to him, ‘Know, O king, that it is a law of the Medes
and Persians that no interdict or ordinance that the king establishes can be changed.’
'“Then the king gave the command, and Daniel was brought and thrown into the den of
lions. The king said to Daniel, ‘May your God, whom you faithfully serve, deliver you!” '"A
stone was brought and laid on the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own
signet and with the signet of his lords, so that nothing might be changed concerning
Daniel. '*Then the king went to his palace and spent the night fasting; no food was brought
to him, and sleep fled from him.

""Then, at break of day, the king got up and hurried to the den of lions. 2?When he came
near the den where Daniel was, he cried out anxiously to Daniel, ‘O Daniel, servant of the
living God, has your God whom you faithfully serve been able to deliver you from the
lions?” ?'Daniel then said to the king, ‘O king, live for ever! My God sent his angel and
shut the lions’ mouths so that they would not hurt me, because | was found blameless
before him; and also before you, O king, | have done no wrong.’ 2Then the king was
exceedingly glad and commanded that Daniel be taken up out of the den. So Daniel was

taken up out of the den, and no kind of harm was found on him, because he had trusted in
his God.



Second Reading Mark 15.46-16.8

*Joseph bought a linen cloth, and taking down the body, wrapped it in the linen cloth, and
laid it in a tomb that had been hewn out of the rock. He then rolled a stone against the
door of the tomb. ’Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where the body
was laid.

'When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome
bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 2And very early on the first day of the
week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. *They had been saying to one
another, ‘Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?’ “When
they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled
back. *As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting
on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, ‘Do not be alarmed; you
are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here.
Look, there is the place they laid him. "But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going
ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.’ ®So they went out and
fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to
anyone, for they were afraid.
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Vicar: Revd Colin Such Tel: 01922 624677 Email colinsuchO1@gmail.com

Safeguarding Officer: Mrs Gill Clark Tel: 01922 624583
Churchwardens: Mr Bob Barnard Tel: 01922 624943 Mrs Jan Firth (Lay Reader) Tel: 01922 449089

Lay Reader & Dementia Lead Mrs Carol Beckwith Tel: 01922 648138
To hire the hall: Mrs Gill Clark Tel: 01922 624583. Email clagilli@aol.com

Wedding Enquiries: Mrs Glenys Barnard Tel: 01922 624943 Email glenysbarnard@btinternet.com
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