19th April 2026              St. James the Less                Easter 3
[bookmark: _Hlk178029900][bookmark: _Hlk180797981]               SUNDAY
11am     HOLY COMMUNION    Rev Mark
         Eucharistic Prayer D  p.28 [194]

Readings   Acts 214a, 36-41   Luke 2413-35

  DEANERY SYNOD

  At our AGM next month we need to elect 2 people to represent St. James on the Deanery Synod.  But   What is a Deanery and what is its purpose? This question was asked at the last PCC meeting and here is an abridged version of a much longer explanation
The Church of England is governed by the General Synod, which is led by the archbishops and bishops. Each bishop has jurisdiction over a particular territory called a diocese  - we are in the diocese of Chelmsford, which comprises Essex and the 5 boroughs of East London.  
   A deanery, being the next layer of administration, is a local subdivision of a diocese, grouping neighbouring parishes under an Area Dean.  Hadleigh Deanery is a group of 14 local parish Churches, Rev. Pete Hillman being the Area Dean. One of the joys of Synod is the sharing of common problems or issues facing parishes and gaining insight and wisdom from other Churches facing similar situations. It is also there to promote mission and, where possible, collaborative working between parishes, fostering a sense of community and interdependence. The Deanery Synod is also a way of Churches passing concerns/requests to Diocesan Synod and ultimately to General Synod for consideration.  
 In Part 2 next week there will be an example of how an idea in a small rural parish has recently received approval from General Synod – the system does work!
WEDNESDAY (22nd)
10:30am   HOLY COMMUNION    Rev Mark
            Eucharistic Prayer D   p.28 [194]

Readings   Acts 81b-8    John  635-40 


                    SERVICES NEXT WEEK                    Sun 26th       11:00am Holy Communion 
[bookmark: _Hlk213108038]Weds 29th     10:30am Holy Communion
[bookmark: _Hlk181129205]
Prayer for the Week  
     Fill us, Holy Spirit, with the strength to carry on in times of darkness and the wisdom to rest in God’s loving presence when we feel overwhelmed or anxious.  Help us to proclaim Christ’s resurrection and to carry His light into this damaged world. Make us resurrection people and bearers of hope.     AMEN
                                                      Amanda Bloor  BRF

Please continue to pray for all those on our prayer list: Guy & Catherine Negus,  Pam & Derek Johnson, Derek Cotgrove.  Also,  Altanya Femi (a member of the Wednesday congregation, who was accosted in Hadleigh a few weeks ago and now doesn’t feel safe coming to the town) that God will both heal and protect him.

 

Don’t  forget
   KETTLE’S ON  every Tues at 10:30am at St. Barnabas

BIBLE course on Weds at 1:00pm and 7:30pm  
                                                             in St. Barnabas  
           
COFFEE MORNING Sat. 18th  10:30am,  & at 11:00am
                    The Friends of Hadleigh Church  AGM



Church website:   https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6384/         BTH website: bth-group.org 
Revd Mark Smeed:   01268 211009       
Claire Littlejohn (St. James’ Newsletter): 01268 757557  
Revd Pete (Team Leader/Area Dean):  01268 211009      
