Today’s Bible readings
Acts 2: 14a, 22 - 32
Peter Addresses the Crowd
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. ‘You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know - this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. But God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power.  For David says concerning him,
“I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover, my flesh will live in hope.  For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One experience corruption. You have made known to me the ways of life; you will make me full of gladness with your presence.”
‘Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, “He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh experience corruption.” This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.

Psalm 16

1 Peter 1: 3 - 9
A Living Hope
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, so that the genuineness of your faith - being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire - may be found to result in praise and glory and honour when Jesus Christ is revealed. Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls

John 20: 19 - end
Jesus Appears to the Disciples
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’
Jesus and Thomas
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’
The Purpose of This Book
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.


[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]Prayers for our school: As our children settle into the summer term, there will be many activities which will enable them to experience the great outdoors. We are so fortunate to have both the beach and the South Downs on our doorstep. We give thanks for the beauty of nature, particularly at this time of new growth. We pray for all the teachers and support staff as they spend time planning for these wonderful opportunities offered to our children. Dear Lord, please pour out Your blessings upon our whole school community so that everyone grows in the knowledge of Your truth, love, wisdom and peace. In Jesus name we pray, Amen


Notices
Today we welcome Rev Roger Walker who will be taking our service this morning.
Next Sunday we welcome Rev Yvonne Murphy to our Parish Eucharist.
MESSY CHURCH - The next Messy Church is on Sunday 26th April. Please check the Church website for more information or contact Sally @ sallypritchard15@gmail.com 
A very advanced date for your diary – Summer Fayre - Saturday 20th June 11am – 2pm.
Contacts
Rik Clay	    	Churchwarden	01903 693587	rv.clay@outlook.com
Diane Le Mare 	Churchwarden	01903 241673	dklemare@outlook.com 
Val Clay		Safeguarding 	01903 693587	safeguarding.heene@outlook.com 
Judith Ellis		Choir Director	07394 522313	judith.ellis.coco@gmail.com
Sally Pritchard	Messy Church	07908 069819	sallypritchard15@gmail.com
St Botolph’s Church, Lansdowne Road, Worthing, West Sussex BN11 4LY
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/2864/
https://www.facebook.com/stbotolphschurchheene

PGS Parish Code 101070134

Music for the Parish Eucharist

Setting: 	Mass of St. Thomas - Thorne
 Psalm: 	16
Hymns:	Entrance: 201 – Come Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain
		Gradual: 212 – Now the Green Blade Rises (vs 1, 4) 
		Offertory: 194 – Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts of Heaven
Communion: 211 – Now is Eternal Life
Final: 217 – The Strife is O’er
Anthem:   	Blessed Be the God and Father – S.S.Wesley
	





Next Sunday – The Third Sunday of Easter  10am Parish Eucharist
Acts 2: 14a, 36 - 41; Psalm 116: 1 – 3, 10 - end; 1 Peter 1: 17 - 23; Luke 24: 13 - 35

The Parish Church of St. Botolph, Heene
To know, love and follow Jesus
12th April 2026   The Second Sunday of Easter
10am Parish Eucharist 
Collect
Almighty Father, you have given your only Son to die for our sins and to rise again for our justification: grant us so to put away the leaven of malice and wickedness that we may always serve you in pureness of living and truth; through the merits of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

 Post Communion Prayer
Lord God our Father, through our Saviour Jesus Christ you have assured your children of eternal life and in baptism have made us one with him: deliver us from the death of sin and raise us to new life in your love, in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen

This week at St. Botolph’s
Wed		7.30pm – 9.pm		Bellringers practice*
Fri		10am – 10.30am		Prayer Group - all welcome
10.30am – 12 noon	Friday Coffee - all welcome 
7.30pm - 9pm		Choir practice*
* if interested, please see Rik (bellringing) or Judith (choir).

Please pray for our Parish
For those with birthdays: Rebecca Neale
For the sick and those in particular need: Simon Hollis, Ann Wood, Brenda Hayes, Sandy and Paula Freeman Sanderson, Sylvia Hollis, Atticus McVane, Samantha Bond, Shani Howard, Helen Inskip, Jenny Philips, Beryl Hopkins, Julie Adams.
For the recently departed: 
For those whose anniversary falls at this time: Brian Hurd, Ray Gardiner

Music for today – please see back page
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