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The Second Sunday of Easter	12th April 2026
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	A warm welcome to the Parish Church for Great Ayton, part of the Diocese of York in the Church of England


Today’s Services

8.00am:	Holy Communion
9.15am:	Parish Communion
Preacher:	Rev’d Sarah Cliff 
4.00pm:	Café Church 


	Hymns (A&MNS)

Introit		742	Jesus Christ is risen today
Gradual	653	The day of resurrection
Offertory	47	Come, ye faithful, raise the anthem 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Communion   9	Finished the strife of battle now 
Recess.	180	Thine be the glory
Anthem	       	Jesus is risen, alleluia! (Trad Tanzanian arr. John Bell) 

	

	This week we pray for:

Church: Through the death and resurrection of Christ we may live not for ourselves, but in hope, courage, and love – bearing witness to your life giving love in all we do.
Community: We pray for all those who teach and care for the children of this community, especially naming; Community Midwives, Health Visitors and Foster Families.
World: We pray for the World marked by suffering, by war and division, by grief, fear, and injustice.  Hold in your mercy all who suffer, and make us instruments of your peace.
Sick: Sally–Anne, Gwen, Stuart, Kiera, Gill, Celia - all we remember personally.
Anniversary: Lionel Gibson, Pat Gawthorpe, Georgie Westhead (Bill Trodd, Peggy Middlemiss, Audrey Collins, Ernest Atkinson, Eric Race, Valerie Rodgers)


COLLECT
Almighty Father, you have given your only Son to die for our sins and to rise again for our justification: grant us so to put away the leaven of malice and wickedness that we may always serve you in pureness of living and truth; through the merits of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen
FIRST READING: ACTS 2. 14a and 22-32
Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: "Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him. David said about him: 'I saw the Lord always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will live in hope, because you will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay. You have made known to me the paths of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence.' 
Brothers, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, and his tomb is here to this day. But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath that he would place one of his descendants on his throne. Seeing what was ahead, he spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to the grave, nor did his body see decay. God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact."
SECOND READING: 1 PETER 1: 3-9
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade – kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that your faith – of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire – may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honour when Jesus Christ is revealed. Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.


GOSPEL: ST JOHN 20: 19-31
On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!" After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you." And with that he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven." 
Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord!" But he said to them, "Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it." 
A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!" Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe." 
Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!" 
Then Jesus told him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed." 
Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Lord God our Father, through our Saviour Jesus Christ you have assured your children of eternal life and in baptism have made us one with him: deliver us from the death of sin and raise us to new life in your love, in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen

NEWS FOR THE PEWS

[image: ]Little Fishes meet at the Church at 9.45am every Tuesday during term time for preschool children and their parents/carers.  We are in need of extra volunteers to serve tea and coffee, if you have like to help out please let us know.

[image: ]Café Church Why not join us at Café Church in the Church Hall every 2nd and 4th Sunday for Cake, Coffee, Conversation, Worship and Wondering! 4.00pm for Cake, 4.30pm for informal family Worship and 5pm for Discussion and Teaching (with groups for different age groups from about two and a half).  Contact Nick Land (01642 778076) drnickland@aol.com for more info.
Coffee Lounge Communion Please note that the next Coffee Lounge Communion will be on the first Tuesday - May 5th - in order to avoid the Bank Holiday.

Spire Newsletter The next issue is planned for the end of this month to cover both May and June.  Any articles may be sent to the editor, before 15th April, to stephen.whitehead1948@gmail.com 

Taizé style Evening Prayer Please join us in All Saints at 6 o'clock on Sunday 7th June, 5th July, 2nd August and 6th September for 40 minutes of peace and tranquillity.  All are welcome, please invite a friend.

Girlguiding Fashion Show This year’s event hosted by Complete Clothing Company takes place in Christ Church Hall on Friday 24th April at 7.00pm.  Tickets are £5 (children free) and include drinks and cakes! To pre order tickets email greataytondistrictguiding@outlook.com 

THE WEEK AHEAD

Tuesday: 14th April:
9.45am: Little Fishes 
Wednesday 15th April:
10:00am: Holy Communion (BCP)
Thursday 16th April: 
9.30am: Time to Pray at All Saints
Sunday 19th April: Third Sunday of Easter
8.00am: Holy Communion (BCP)
9.15am: Parish Communion
11.00am: All Age Service at St Oswald’s 


[image: ]You can use this QR code to donate to Christ Church.

Large Print Copies of this Service Booklet are available.
Hearing Aid Users can tune into our Services on the ‘T’ position
Disabled Access is through the Church/Hall link passageway

For all the latest news and information visit our ‘Church Near You’ page which we are working on to make it useful; go to  www.achurchnearyou.com and put in the location box either Great Ayton or Newton under Roseberry for the correct place. 
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