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[bookmark: _Hlk98148521]Worship at Home 8th March


Collect 
Eternal God, give us insight
to discern your will for us,
to give up what harms us,
and to seek the perfection we are promised
in Jesus Christ our Lord
Amen.

CHRIST WHOSE GLORY FILLS THE SKIES
Christ the true the only light
Sun of Righteousness arise
Triumph o’er the shades of night;
Dayspring from on high be near
Daystar in my heart appear.


Dark and cheerless is the morn
Unaccompanied by thee
Joyless is the days return
Till thy mercy beams I see
Till they inward light impart
Glad my eyes and warm my heart.

Visit then this soul of mine
Pierce the gloom of sin and grief
Fill me radiancy divine
Scatter all my unbelief
More and more thyself display
Shining to the perfect day.

Readings: Exodus 17:1-7, Romans 5:1-11, John 4:5-42
Reflection
Today is International Women’s Day, a day that invites us to notice stories that have been overlooked, voices that have been dismissed and gifts that have been overlooked. So how fitting that we have heard the story of the woman at the well, not because the woman is idealised, but because she is seen, taken seriously and entrusted with the truth. 
Many of us have heard this story multiple times – and when something is familiar, we can quickly jump to the idea that we know what it has to say to us.  It takes place not in a temple or synagogue – but out in the open at noon. John wants us to feel the social heat. It is in this moment that Jesus crosses many boundaries – Jew & Samaritan, man & woman, rabbi & someone with a complicated past. Jesus raises the spiritual temperature with a questions – ‘Will you give me a drink?’ 
As he encounters the woman at the well, Jesus doesn’t challenge her but he starts with her need and in doing so he creates a safe space for something else to emerge. What begins as an exchange about water becomes a conversation about longing, about worship, about truth, and about life.  Jesus tells her that ‘whoever drinks this water will be thirsty again.’ More confusingly he says ‘Whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst again.’ 
In this seemingly simple exchange Jesus names what so many of us long for wholeness, dignity and meaning.  This conversation is one of the longest recorded conversations in the Bible, yet shockingly it is with a woman and a Samaritan, someone whose testimony might not have been considered reliable. Yet she becomes the first evangelist in John’s gospel. She goes and tells family and community that she has met someone who ‘could be the Messiah’ 
As we seek to encounter God this week, we take note of this story. We are encouraged to see that the Holy Spirit is working in unexpected places with unexpected voices. To understand that God speaks the good news to those who are marginalised, dismissed or silenced.  As we mark international women’s day this reading asks us some searching questions: Whose voices do we struggle to trust? Whose experiences do we discount? Where might Jesus already be seated; waiting for a drink; inviting us into a conversation that could change us? 
When we dare to meet someone honestly, across difference, when we trust God’s living water flows through unexpected channels, and when we believe that no one is too marginal, too complicated, too ordinary to become the bearer of good news we break down barriers and allow the Holy Spirit room to work. Because when living water flows, our thirst is named and voices are released life begins to blossom in the church, in the community and in our lives. 
As I was preparing for today I came upon a new hymn with the following words: 

BEWARE OF WHAT YOU THINK OR SAY,
Our actions give the lie
Or offer evidence of faith
For which we sing and cry.


When challenged by the foreigner 
A woman in her need
See Jesus moved to change and act
Her challenge sowed a seed. 

Yes, Jesus heard her call for help
And recognised her prayer
Her faith was evident to him,
As was his need to care. 

If even Jesus changed his mind
When will we grasp the fact
That scruples that we hold and guard
Mean less than how we act. 

But faith depends on depths of love,
Compassion care and grace;
To see in those we disregard
Our Redeemer’s face

Prayers & Lord’s Prayer 


AS THE DEER PANTS FOR THE WATER,
So my soul longs after You.
You alone are my heart’s desire
And I long to worship You.

You alone are my strength, my shield
To You alone may my spirit yield.
You alone are my heart’s desire 
and I long to worship You.

I want You more than gold or silver, 
only You can satisfy.
You alone are the real joy giver 
and the apple of my eye.

You’re my friend 
and You are my brother,
Even though You are a King.
I love You more than any other,
So much more than anything

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all, ever more. Amen. 

News & Notices
Thank you
· The Coffee Morning and Book Swap at Woolavington on 28th February raised £240.00
· The Puriton Church Fundraising Group has raised £140 from the Sunday Morning Café. 
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[image: Courses — St Peter's West Molesey]Lent Course – following the Diocesan Year of Prayer this year’s Lent Course will be ‘The Prayer Course’ an 8-week study on The Lord’s prayer. It’s not too late to join on Tuesday at 2.30pm on Zoom.

Some suggested reading around the Lord’s Prayer
· The Lord’s Prayer – William Barclay 
· Fifty-Seven Words That Changed The World – Darrell W. Johnson 
· Praying the Lord’s Prayer – J.I. Packer 
· The Lord and his Prayer – Tom Wright 

Deanery Synod Wednesday 11th March 7.30pm The Church Rooms, North Petherton. 

Puriton PFTA are running a Family Bingo afternoon at Puriton Sports Centre on 8th March from 3-5pm. £5 per book. Raffle. Contact Emma for more information 07803 057600

Open Mic Night – Cossington Church 21st March, Doors open &pm £5 per person. Please telephone 07811 418273 for more information.

Saturday 28th March – Spring/Easter Craft Morning, Westonzoyland Church.

Saturday 28th March,  Lent Lunch 12noon – 1.30pm Pawlett Pavilion, organised by Churches Together in Pawlett. 

Sunday 29th March – Palm Sunday. 10.00am Communion Together at Puriton Church followed by Tea/Coffee

Weekly Events
Monday 		7:00pm 	Bell Ringing Practice, Woolavington
			7.30pm 	Bell Ringing Practice, Puriton
Tuesdays 		10.30am 	Coffee Morning, Puriton Clist Room  
Wednesdays 	10:45am 	Coffee Morning, Cossington
			7.00pm 	Bell Ringing Practice, Pawlett
Thursdays 		12-2:30pm 	Bakeability Café Bawdrip Parish Hall
7.30pm 	Pause for Thought, Bawdrip
Fridays 		2.00pm 	Pop Up Choir,  
5.00pm 	Choir Practice, Pawlett

The diary 
Monday 9th 		1-2.30pm	 RE lessons at Woolavington School
			3.00pm 	Messy Church Club, Pawlett
Tuesday 10th 	9.00am 	Puriton School Assembly
			10.00am 	Student Supervision
			2.30pm 	Lent Course on Zoom
Wed 11th		12noon 	Deanery Leadership Meet
			2.00pm 	Pawlett PCC meet. 
			7.30pm 	Deanery Synod Meet. North Petherton 
Thursday 12th 	1-2.30pm 	RE lessons at Woolavington School
Saturday 14th 	9.30		Diocesan Synod Wells. 

[bookmark: _Hlk105052858]Morning Prayer on Zoom Monday – Thursday 8.30am 
www.zoom/us/join Meeting ID: 803 619 7054	Passcode: 188399
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