22nd  March 2026                 St. James the Less		          Lent 5      
[bookmark: _Hlk188312298]SUNDAY
11am   Holy Communion    Rev Mark
         
Readings   Ezekiel 371-14,  John 11-45

Can you spare 10mins 
 after today’s service to help pick up litter on either side of the church boundary?  We have black sacks [and gloves if you’ve not brought   your own].  If you feel able to litter-pick around the  graves, that would also be good.  
THANK  YOU!
 
25th March: Lady Day or the Annunciation
This beautiful event (Luke 1:26-38) took place in Nazareth, when Mary is already betrothed to Joseph. The Archangel Gabriel comes to Mary, greets her as highly favoured, tells her not to be afraid, that she will bear a son Jesus, and that her elderly cousin Elizabeth is already pregnant (with John the Baptist).
The church calendar is never quite as neat as some would like it. To celebrate the Annunciation on 25th March does indeed place the conception of Jesus exactly nine months from His birth on 25th December, but the latter part of March almost inevitably falls during Lent. But the birth and death of Jesus are intrinsically linked – He was born to die, and thus fulfil God’s purposes.
The Annunciation is a significant date in the Christian calendar – it is one of the most frequent depicted in Christian art.  Gabriel’s gracious strength and Mary’s humble dignity have inspired many artists.  Certainly, Mary’s response to the angel has for centuries been an example of good faith in practice – humility, enquiry of God, and trusting acceptance in His will for her life.   Jacqui’s funeral is  Mon 30th March, 3:30pm at Southend Crematorium and then there will be a wake at The Angel Inn, Parson's Corner, North Shoebury Road. If anyone who knew Jacqui and David would like to attend they would be extremely welcome.



EDITOR: The Church of the Annunciation in Nazareth is built over the place where Gabriel visited Mary and its roof is shaped like an inverted lily, a symbol of Mary’s purity. Read more fascinating facts about this area of Nazareth at https://www.seetheholyland.net/church-of-the-annunciation/
WEDS (25th)
Feast of the Annunciation
10:30am   Holy Communion    Rev Mark

Readings      Isaiah 710-14  Luke 126-38



Services next week 
        Sun 29th March   NO SERVICE IN ST. JAMES
                         10:30am HC at St. Barnabas
           
     Weds 1st April  10:30am  Holy Communion

              A prayer as lent continues        
Let me hold fast to You, beautiful Lord, 
whom the angels themselves yearn to look upon.  Wherever You go, I will follow You. If You pass through fire, I will not flinch, I fear no evil when You are with me.  You carry my griefs, because You grieve for my sake.  You passed through the narrow doorway from death to life, to make it wide enough for all to follow.  Nothing can ever now separate me from Your love.      AMEN                   by                                 Bernard of Clairvaux  1090 -1153                                                 
Please continue to pray for all those on our prayer list: Pam & Derek Johnson, Derek Cotgrove, Guy Negus, Dom, Chris Weekes, Starr, Paul Haisman-Baker, Tessa Yates, Kim & family and the family and friends of Jacqui Blood.



HEADS UP    A new event, The Bible Course, starts on 15th April – for full details see next newsletter [for 29th March].
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