
The Radcliffe Team Ministry  

Parish of St Mary 

and 

Parish of St Thomas and St John with St Philip’s Community Centre 

 

NOTICES THIS WEEK 
Sunday 8 March 2026 

Third Sunday of Lent 
 
 

Sunday and the week ahead 
 

Sun 8th 
Third Sunday 
of Lent 
International 
Women’s Day 

9:30am Eucharist at St Mary’s  Lessons for today:  
Exodus 17:1-7; 
Romans 5:1-11; John 
4:5-42 
Light refreshments 
after each service 

11:00am Eucharist at St Thomas and St John’s 
• Ingathering of Easter eggs for needy 

children and families – next Sunday will be 
the last opportunity.  They will then be 
distributed by Porch Boxes 

Mon 9th  10:00am Warm Spaces at St Philip’s Community Centre Until 1:00pm 
7:00pm Team Lent Discussions at St Thomas’ vicarage Duration 2 hours, with 

refreshments Tue 10th  1:00pm Team Lent Discussions at St Thomas’ vicarage 
Wed 11th  10:00am Team mid-week Communion at St TJ’s With refreshments 

7:00pm St TJ’s Parochial Church Council at St Philip’s   
Fri 13th noon Team Intercessions at St Thomas and St 

John’s, followed by bring-your-own-lunch and 
drinks if you wish 

No Friday Friends Bible 
Study during Lent 

Sat 14th 10:00am Monthly Saturday Café at St Mary’s Until noon 
10:30am Saturday Café at St Thomas and St John’s, 

including Vestry Hour (10:30-11:30am) for 
baptism and wedding enquirers.  February 
Bonus Ball was won by Stuart Cowpe (no.21). 
Next payment of £15 is now due please. 

Until 12:30pm.  More 
volunteer servers are 
invited 

1:00-
6:00pm 

Two Crows Arts Event at St Mary’s:  Spirit of 
Radcliffe (see posters); refreshments; concert 
for final 30 minutes 

 

7:00pm Fundraiser at St Philip’s for Sheila’s grandson, 
Freddie. Quiz with pie.  See poster 

Tickets from Sheila 
07488-227556 

Sun 15th 
Mothering 
Sunday  
 
Healing at 
each 
Eucharist 

9:30am Eucharist at St Mary’s Lessons for today:  
Exodus 2:1-10; 
Colossians 3:12-17; 
John 19:25b-27 
Light refreshments 
after each service 

11:00am Eucharist at St Thomas and St John’s 
• Ingathering of Easter eggs for needy children 

and families.  Today will be the last day to 
bring Easter eggs to church.  They will then be 
distributed by Porch Boxes 

1:00pm Baptism at St Mary’s of Harriet Ivy Powell  
 

Points for Prayer 
 

For healing St Mary’s: Catherine, Berenice Carey, Anna Cowsill, David Duckworth, Colin 
Embrey, Margaret Embrey, Christine Firth, William Firth, Peter Gorman, John 
Heuze, Chris Hollis, Pauline Holt, Priscilla Holme, Terry Houlgrave, Harry 
Melling, Margaret Ratcliffe, Peter Savage, Ray Vernon, Ian Williams, Denis 
Wright, Janice Wright 
St TJ and elsewhere: Marilyn Alldred, Joyce Baker, Lawson Bant, Revd Dougie Bird, 
Carol Cain, Reg Dee, Jacob Dewar, Zohreh Galati, Lyn Hill, Claire Jones, 
Louise Peart 

Recently 
bereaved 

Family and friends of John Pym 

Books of 
Remembrance 

St Mary’s: no names this week 
St Thomas and St John’s:  Joseph Thornley, James Philip Draycott 
(8th); Lilian Wood, Sydney Bryan Williams, Colin Walker (11th); 
George William Harding (13th); Annie Rushton (14th) 

 



Looking ahead 
    
March 
Mon 16th   7:00pm Lent Discussions at the vicarage every Monday evening 
Tue 17th  1:00pm Lent Discussions at the vicarage every Tuesday afternoon 
Thu 19th  7:00pm The Lord’s Prayer Tour with Archbishop Stephen Cottrell 

comes to Manchester Cathedral (see poster) 
Sun 29th    10:00am  Joint Team service for Palm Sunday at St Mary’s 
Mon 30th  7:00pm Team Holy Communion at St Thomas and St John’s (Holy Week) 
Tue 31st  7:00pm Team Candlelit Taizé Service at St Mary’s (Holy Week) 
April 
Wed 1st  10:00am Team mid-week Communion at St Mary’s (Holy Week) 

7:00pm Team Stations of the Cross at St TJ’s (Holy Week) 
Thu 2nd 

Maundy 
Thursday 

10:00am Team Holy Communion at St Thomas and St John’s 
7:00pm Team Holy Communion with Vigil at St Mary’s 

Fri 3rd 
Good Friday 

2:00pm Team Liturgy around the Cross at St Thomas and St John’s 

Sun 5th 
Easter 
Sunday 

6:30am Team Sunrise Service at St Mary’s with breakfast 
9:30am Easter Holy Communion at St Mary’s 
11:00am Easter Holy Communion at St Thomas and St John’s 

Sat 11th  12:30pm Easter Lunch at St Thomas and St John’s 
Wed 15th   6:45pm Deanery Celebration event at St Peter’s church, St Peter’s 

Road, Bury  BL9 9QZ 
Mon 20th  7:30pm Mission Community Songs of Praise at Christ Church, 

Ainsworth  BL2 5RU  
Sun 26th  noon St Thomas and St John’s Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
May 
Sun 3rd 10:45 St Mary’s Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
Thu 7th  7:00pm St Mary’s Parochial Church Council 
10th – 16th   Christian Aid Week.  Christian Aid is the relief and development 

agency of the British Churches.  This Week is the major 
opportunity for fund-raising.  As well as envelopes in church 
to support our own giving, we seek to involve others by 
house-to-house collecting and by in-supermarket collecting.  
Can you volunteer a few hours please?  See Philip Gooderson 
(0161 761 6136) 

Mon 11th  7:00pm Deanery Mothers’ Union Festival 
Thu 14th  Mission Community Prayer Journey for Ascension Day with 

Eucharist at St Thomas and St John’s at 12:30pm 
Sat 16th  7:00pm Quiz at St Philip’s Community Centre:  fund-raiser for Christian Aid 

 
Annual Parochial Church Meetings 
   
The “AGMs” of our Churches are set for late 
April/early May (see table above).  Before that we 
have to update the Electoral Rolls, membership of 
which determines who may speak and vote at 
them – and who may serve in some of the 
positions within the Church.  If you are a regular 
worshipper, ask to join, or check if you’re not 
sure you are on already.  At St TJ – see Carol 
Smith.  Jean Robinson at St Mary’s. 

Giving to church 
Our Churches depend on income from fees paid for some of 

our services, from fund-raising, from activities at St Philip’s 

Community Centre and – most particularly – from monetary 

gifts from worshippers and other supporters.  In each of our 

churches, donations can be made via digital giving 

machines using credit or debit cards. You can use the QR 

codes below to give.  Please speak to us for advice on gift 

aiding your offering, so that each £1 you give becomes 

£1.25 – at no extra cost to you. 
 

 

Annual Reports  

covering calendar year 2025 are being 

produced.  Would group/activity leaders 

and usual contributors please submit 

material to Revd Adele (for St Thomas and St 

John’s) and to Vicky Bridge (for St Mary’s). 

To be in touch with the clergy, please contact Revd Marie Pattison, Team Rector (07795 805767), Revd 
Irene Thirkell, Curate (07435 657865) or Revd Adele McKie, Associate Priest (07946 383024).   
 
To discuss baptisms or weddings, please go to Vestry Hour from 10:30 on Saturdays at St 
Thomas and St John’s, or from 10:45 on Sundays at St Mary’s. 
 
Please supply future information to lesandkathleen@btinternet.com or to 0161 724 5696.   
 
Current information may be found at https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16096/ and 
https://www.radcliffeparishchurch.com/    
 

 
 

Left:  St Thomas and St John  

Right:  St Mary 

 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16096/
https://www.radcliffeparishchurch.com/


 
 

 



  



 
 
 



 



 
 



Please see below a prayer list from our Mission Community covering first the coming week, 
then the month. 
 
In the coming week the Churches of our mission community will be: 
 

• Giving thanks for and praying for all those who work with older adults. 
• Giving thanks for the various initiatives offered by our Churches to support those who are 

older, lonely or socially isolated; social gatherings, pastoral care teams, and Anna Chaplaincy 
Teams to name but a few. 

• Praying that those who access these initiatives will feel supported and encouraged, 
emotionally and spiritually. 

• Praying for inspiration from the Holy Spirit as we seek new ways of working together and 
reaching out to older people throughout our Mission Community. 

 

 

 



Please join us in prayer for the people of Iran 

— for peace, for protection, for comfort for grieving families, and for hope to shine in the 

midst of great darkness. We also hold in prayer those members of our community 

from Iran, who are deeply concerned for their loved ones back home. 

We share this prayer written by the Rt Revd Dr Guli Francis-Dehqani, Bishop of 

Chelmsford and unite together in praying: 

 

Ever-loving God, 

who hears us in our anguish and distress, 

and longs for us to be free. 

We pray for the people of Iran and the wider Middle East, 

at this time of fear and uncertainty. 

Be near to those who are anxious; 

bring comfort to all who are suffering. 

Guide those with the power to make decisions, 

and lead them in the ways of wisdom, compassion and moderation: 

that people of goodwill would seek harmony and reconciliation. 

Join us with our Christian brothers and sisters in all places, 

in praying for peace with justice, 

through him who is the prince of peace, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://anglican.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0788334860e9fdd899814d7e9&id=fb70dd1989&e=ee81ab031b
https://anglican.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0788334860e9fdd899814d7e9&id=fb70dd1989&e=ee81ab031b


 

 

 

 

 

Bishop of Manchester to retire in Summer 2027 

 

The Bishop of Manchester, the Rt Revd Dr David Walker, has announced that he will 

retire in the summer of 2027. Bishop David shared the news this week in this 

pastoral letter to clergy, lay leaders, and congregations across the Diocese of 

Manchester: 

 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 

 

Many of you will be aware that in 2027 I reach my 70th birthday. To avoid 

speculation, and to minimise the gap between my retirement and the arrival of the 

next Bishop of Manchester, I wish to set out my intentions as early as possible. 

I am pleased to be able to tell you that I have now heard that His Majesty the King 

has agreed to my retirement. Further to this, last week I received a signed 

Declaration from the Archbishop of York declaring that the See of Manchester will 

become vacant as from 31st July 2027. In making this Declaration, the Archbishop 

has confirmed that I can continue for what will be two months beyond my actual 

birthday. This is to allow me, amongst other things, to preside at the Petertide 

Ordinations, and to relinquish my responsibilities at a point when things calm down 

for the summer holidays. 

Until then, I intend to remain fully engaged in the service of Manchester Diocese as 

your bishop. There will be a time for formal farewells to be made, but it is not yet 

for a while! 

Please continue to hold Sue and me in your prayers, as I hold you all in mine. 

Yours ever, 

David 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Being stewards of God’s creation and doing our bit as Christians for the planet, 
if you have any of the following lying around your home then please bring them 

to be recycled  

 
 
Eagle’s Wing is a mutual support group of friends made up of local people, asylum seekers and 

refugees living in this area.  It meets at the United reformed Church, Parsons Lane, Bury  BL9 

0LY, Monday, Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 10am to noon (term time only).  “Come as 

strangers, stay as friends” – they say. 
 
  



 



 
 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Vicky at St Mary’s writes:  “'Our St Mary's WAG's 

are once again taking part in the Race for Life at 

Heaton Park this year. This year’s event is on 

Sunday 5th July and anyone wanting to join us can 

use the link below. There is a St Mary's team 

which you can also join once you have entered. 

Please speak to Vicky (07533 894392) if you need 

further details. 

https://raceforlife.cancerresearchuk.org/' 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://raceforlife.cancerresearchuk.org/


 
 

 
Lord’s Prayer Evening with Archbishop of York  
 
March 19 @ 6:45 pm – 9:00 pm  
 
Come along for a special evening of prayer and reflection at Manchester 
Cathedral on Thursday 19th March, led by the Archbishop of York.  
This inspiring gathering will focus on the Lord’s Prayer, bringing together people 
from across our diocese to explore its meaning in our lives today.  
Whether you’re part of a church, school, chaplaincy or simply curious to learn 
more, this evening is for everyone.  
 
Doors open for refreshments at 6.45pm and the event starts at 7.15pm.  
 
Please add the date to your diary and join us for what promises to be an 
affirming and uplifting event.  
 
Book tickets at https://www.manchester.anglican.org/event/lords-prayer-
evening-with-archbishop-of-york/  
 
or ask for help to book 



 

 

 



 


