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8am Said Eucharist 
9.30am Parish Eucharist with Junior Church 
(Common Worship Order 1)

Welcome! If you are new to this church please introduce yourself to one of the clergy and take a newcomers’ leaflet. 

There is an induction loop for those with hearing aids.

All children, regular and visitors, are 

welcome to Junior Church 
Please join in the words in Bold in the order of service

THE SERVICE BEGINS HERE:
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Please stand to sing HYMN:
ALLELUYA! Alleluya!

Hearts to heaven and voices raise;

Sing to God a hymn of gladness,

Sing to God a hymn of praise;

He who on the cross a victim

For the world's salvation bled,

Jesus Christ, the King of glory,

Now is risen from the dead.

2 Christ is risen, Christ the first-fruits

Of the holy harvest field,

Which will all its full abundance

At his second coming yield;

Then the golden ears of harvest

Will their heads before him wave,

Ripened by his glorious sunshine,

From the furrows of the grave.

3 Christ is risen, we are risen;

Shed upon us heavenly grace,

Rain, and dew, and gleams of glory

From the brightness of thy face;

That we, Lord, with hearts in heaven

Here on earth may fruitful be,

And by angel-hands be gathered,

And be ever safe with thee.

4 Alleluya! Alleluya!

Glory be to God on high;

To the Father, and the Saviour,

Who has gained the victory;

Glory to the Holy Spirit,

Fount of love and sanctity, Alleluya! Alleluya!

To the triune majesty.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

and also with you.
Alleluia. Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia.
The deacon introduces the confession 
Most merciful God,
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
we confess that we have sinned
in thought, word and deed.
We have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
In your mercy forgive what we have been,
help us to amend what we are,
and direct what we shall be;
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 

The priest pronounces God's forgiveness
‘What are we thinking about today?’ 

– then Junior Church leaves for Church House

[image: image6.wmf]We remain standing to sing:
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest,
Glory to God in the highest
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest,
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer.
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest,
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest.
We remain standing for the collect:
Let us pray:

Almighty Father, you have given your only Son to die for our sins
and to rise again for our justification:
grant us so to put away the leaven of malice and wickedness
that we may always serve you
in pureness of living and truth;
through the merits of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen

We sit to listen to this Sunday’s bible readings.

[image: image7.wmf]A reading from the book of Exodus (14.10-31; 15.20-21)

(read by Mavis Francis)
10As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the LORD. 11They said to Moses, ‘Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? 12Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, “Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians”? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.’ 13But Moses said to the people, ‘Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the LORD will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see again. 14The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.’ 15Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. 16But you lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. 17Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. 18And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers.’ 19The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. 20It came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all night.

21Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. 22The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. 23The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. 24At the morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. 25He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, ‘Let us flee from the Israelites, for the LORD is fighting for them against Egypt.’ 26Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.’ 27So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the LORD tossed the Egyptians into the sea. 28The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. 29But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. 30Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31Israel saw the great work that the LORD did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the LORD and believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses.

20Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and all the women went out after her with tambourines and with dancing. 21And Miriam sang to them: ‘Sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously;
horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.’

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
(2: 14a,22-32) (read by Don Bell) 

On the day of Pentecost, 14Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: 22‘You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know – 23this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24But God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. 25For David says concerning him, “I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 26therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover, my flesh will live in hope. 27For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One experience corruption. 28You have made known to me the ways of life; you will make me full of gladness with your presence.”

29‘Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. 31Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, “He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh experience corruption.” 32This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.’
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This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.
Please stand to sing the HYMN:
HAPPY are they, they that love God,

Whose hearts have Christ confessed,

Who by his Cross have found their life,

And 'neath his yoke their rest.

2 Glad is the praise, sweet are the songs,

When they together sing;

And strong the prayers that bow the ear

Of heaven's eternal King.

3 Christ to their homes giveth his peace,

And makes their loves his own:

But ah, what tares the evil one

Hath in his garden sown!

4 Sad were our lot, evil this earth,

Did not its sorrows prove

The path whereby the sheep may find

The fold of Jesu's love.

5 Then shall they know, they that love him,

How all their pain is good;

And death itself cannot unbind

Their happy brotherhood.

Please remain standing and face the gospel:

[image: image10.wmf]Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
(20:19-31)
Glory to you, O Lord.
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19When it was evening on the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’

24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’

26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 27Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ 28Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ 29Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’

30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
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This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.
Please sit for the Sermon: The Rev’d Will Ellis 
Please stand to affirm our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed:

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is 
worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Sick:  Joan Gould, Pauline Lebeau, Graeme Emery, Shem Biran, Mary Beard, Ann Gurney, Elizabeth Holloway, Lurlene Champagnie,  Penny Swain, Georgina Laval, Glynis Johnstone, Rod and Pip Dowdell, Matthew Codd, Anne Symonds, Peter Branchflower, Patricia Brattle, Margaret Paterson, Kath Meredith, Beth Bates, Dennis Linder, Vickie Harris, Richard Bratfish, David Mardlin, Liz Lavelle, Penny Fenn,      Jane Sherriff

Departed: Kathlyn Dinsdale, Jean Miskin, Jean Connor, Roland Jackson, Graham Rogers, Helen Spooner, Roger Trigg, Gillian Adams, Adam Clayton, David Wilsher, David Hurd, Paul Ridpath
We use the following response

Lord, in your mercy,     

hear our prayer
And at the end

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
Please stand for The Peace, which the priest introduces 
with a sentence from Scripture
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you.
We share the peace with our neighbours

Please support the work of our church if you are able
In common with all other Church of England churches, Welwyn St Mary receives no money from the State or the Church of England. We are entirely dependent on donations from parishioners and visitors to support our church and its work in the community.
There will be no collection during the service, so

· If you wish to donate by card, please use the Giving Station by the door

· If you wish to donate by mobile phone, please use the QR code below

· If you wish to donate cash, place it in the offertory plate as you leave the church, please use a yellow envelope if you would like us to gift-aid your donation.
Please would you consider supporting us by regular giving? We are members of the Parish Giving Scheme (see parishgiving.org.uk and search for Welwyn St Mary). You may choose monthly, quarterly or annual giving. Thank you
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We sing the HYMN:

AT the Lamb's high feast we sing

Praise to our victorious King; Who hath washed us in the tide

Flowing from his pierced side.

Praise we him whose love divine

Gives the guests his blood for wine,

Gives his body for the feast,

Love the victim, Love the priest.

2 Where the Paschal blood is poured,

Death's dark angel sheathes his sword;

Israel's hosts triumphant go

Through the wave that drowns the foe.

Christ, the Lamb whose blood was shed,

Paschal victim, Paschal bread!

With sincerity and love

Eat we manna from above.

3 Mighty victim from on high,

Powers of hell beneath thee lie;

Death is broken in the fight,

Thou hast brought us life and light.

Now thy banner thou dost wave,

Conquering Satan and the grave.

See the prince of darkness quelled;

Heaven's bright gates are open held.

4 Paschal triumph, Paschal joy,

Only sin can this destroy;

From sin's death do thou set free,

Souls reborn, dear Lord, in thee.

Hymns of glory, songs of praise,

Father, unto thee we raise.

Risen Lord, all praise to thee,

Ever with the Spirit be.
During the hymn the altar is prepared.

Risen Lord Jesus Christ,
we believe you, and all we have heard is true.
When you break bread
may we recognize you as the fire that burns within us,
that we may bring light to your world. Amen.
The Eucharistic Prayer

Please remain standing throughout the prayer, but sit if you need to 

The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God

It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
almighty and eternal Father,
and in these days of Easter
to celebrate with joyful hearts
the memory of your wonderful works.
For by the mystery of his passion
Jesus Christ, your risen Son,
has conquered the powers of death and hell
and restored in men and women the image of your glory.
He has placed them once more in paradise
and opened to them the gate of life eternal.
And so, in the joy of this Passover,
earth and heaven resound with gladness,
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation
sing for ever the hymn of your glory:

[image: image13.wmf]Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
We praise and bless you, loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;…

… we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory.

[image: image14.wmf]Great is the mystery of faith

Christ has died, 
Christ is risen, 

Christ will come again

Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes …

… all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Please kneel or sit
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray:

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen.

Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
We sing:
[image: image15.wmf]Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us x2 
Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace
Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

[image: image16.bmp]Please move for communion following the direction of the stewards. All are welcome to come to the rail. All baptised Christians are welcome to receive the bread and the wine, all others are welcome to come for a blessing (please indicate this by crossing your arms and bowing your head). 

During communion we sing the HYMN 
MAY the grace of Christ our Saviour,

And the Father's boundless love,

With the Holy Spirit's favour,

Rest upon us from above.

2 Thus may we abide in union

With each other and the Lord,

And possess in sweet communion,

Joys which earth cannot afford.

3 To the God whose wisdom made us,

To the Son who set us free,

To the sanctifying Spirit,

Glory, endless glory, be. 

After communion we kneel or sit to say the prayer:

Father of all, we give you thanks and praise,
that when we were still far off
you met us in your Son and brought us home.
Dying and living, he declared your love,
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life;
we who drink his cup bring life to others;
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,
so we and all your children shall be free,
and the whole earth live to praise your name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The notices are given and banns of marriage are read

Then we stand to sing HYMN 
1. Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided,

urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way,

sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided:

Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today.

2. Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us,

speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze,

teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us:

Lord of the word, receive your people’s praise.

3. Lord, for our land in this our generation,

spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care:

for young and old, for commonwealth and nation,

Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer.

4. Lord, for our world where men disown and doubt you,

loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain,

hungry and helpless, lost indeed without you:

Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign.

5. Lord for ourselves; in living power remake us,

self on the cross and Christ upon the throne,

past put behind us, for the future take us:

Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone.

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
He has given us new life and hope.
He has raised Jesus from the dead.

God has claimed us as his own.
He has brought us out of darkness.
He has made us light to the world.

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia.

The priest says the blessing ending:
…be among you and remain with you always. Amen.
Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia.

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.
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The ministers and people depart. The organist plays a voluntary. 
All are welcome to stay for refreshments in New Church House. Please take this booklet with you. 
Notices

Congratulations to The Rev’d Will Ellis who has been appointed as Chaplain to Peterhouse College Cambridge. We expect that his last Sunday with us will be 19th April. 

Fellowship meeting is Tuesday 14th April at 2.30pm. Everyone is welcome to join us for our Annual Review, when we distribute the programmes for 2026/27 and our Committee members will be giving background details about their lives, sharing some insights and memories. This will be followed by tea and cakes. We request £2 per person towards refreshments, a raffle and donation to charities.

Time for Reflection Meeting will be April 17th 10am for a coffee and chat and 10.30am, for the film, when we hope to be showing a film "The Holy Ganges".  The meeting will be at The Coach House, Titmus Yard ,Welwyn AL6 9NT – Mavis - 01438 487851

Our APCM this year will be on Wednesday 29th April starting with a Eucharist at 7.15pm. This is an important meeting in the life of our church. This year we will be electing members for a three year term to our Deanery Synod, and there are also places for PCC members. The PCC is also looking to appoint a new secretary - we are very grateful for the excellent job that Louise Hughes has done in this role. Nominations for these elections can be received on the day. Nominations for churchwarden should be submitted in writing before the meeting.  David  

Confirmations – Sunday 26th July at 6.30pm
If you are interested in being confirmed, then please do speak with Susannah.  A short course exploring faith will begin in Spring.

Diary of Events this week – 12th April  

Sunday

6.30pm
Evening Prayer
Monday

9.30 

Patchwork Group

Tuesday

10-12am
Community Café



 2.30pm
Fellowship 




 8.00pm
Bell Ringing Practice

Wednesday
 
2.00pm
Play & Praise
Thursday

2.00pm
Arpeggios 



6.00pm
Junior Choir re-starts




7.30pm
Adult Choir 



7:30pm
Rector at Focolare Centre in WGC:

‘Theology – Queen of the Sciences’ – all welcome
Friday


10.30am
Time for Reflection
Saturday

10-11am
Clergy Office 

10-11am
Coffee Morning in CH




10.15am
Baptismal Prep
Sunday 19th April – 3rd  Sunday of Easter  

  8.00am
Said Eucharist  

  9.30am
Parish Eucharist 

  6.30pm
No Evening Service
Readings – Zephaniah 3:14-end, Acts 2:14, 36-41, Luke 24:13-35  
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THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER


SUNDAY 12th APRIL 2026
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The Church Office hours are:  


Mon, Tues – 9-1pm & Fridays – 9-12noon


Clergy surgery particularly for bookings of marriages and baptisms


  


The Rector: The Rev’d Dr David Munchin, �HYPERLINK "mailto:rector@welwyn.org.uk"��rector@welwyn.org.uk�, 01438 714150


Parish Office:  �HYPERLINK "mailto:stmaryswelwyn@gmail.com"��stmaryswelwyn@gmail.com�  01438 840964


For more information our website is found at �HYPERLINK "https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7876/"��https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7876/�








Prayer services across the week within the Team





Monday 	5pm - Evening Prayer at St Peter’s – Tewin


Tuesday 	8:30am - Morning Prayer at St Giles - Codicote 


Wednesday 	8am - Bible study breakfast at St.Mary’s - Welwyn


9am - Morning prayer at St Mary’s - Welwyn


                    	9.30am – Eucharist at St. Mary’s – Welwyn


Thursday 	5pm - Evening Prayer at All Saints - Datchworth 


Friday 	8:30am - Morning Prayer at St Michael’s, Woolmer Green                           


Saturday 	9-9.30am – Team Prayers at St Mary’s - Welwyn














11

[image: image20.wmf][image: image21.wmf][image: image22.emf]

_1075629843.bin

_1075640433.bin

_1426403357.bin

_1075630805.bin

_1075629476.bin

