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  8th March 2026 
    The Third Sunday of Lent
  10.30am Family Communion Service

	Welcome to our Worship today.  If you are visiting for the first time, please introduce yourself so that we may welcome you personally.  Refreshments are served after the service
ST. STEPHEN’S CHURCH IS OPEN 10.00am-3.00pm daily for Private Prayer and Reflection


	Collect
Eternal God,
give us insight
to discern your will for us,
to give up what harms us,
and to seek the perfection we are promised
in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Readings

Exodus 17.1-7         Romans 5. 1-11
John 4. 5-42

Post Communion
Merciful Lord,
grant your people grace to withstand the temptations
of the world, the flesh and the devil,
and with pure hearts and minds to follow you, the only God; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

SAVE THE DATE
Friday 22nd May 5pm 	
The Licensing of Revd Jonathan Nicholas to 
Alrewas, Fradley and Wychnor 
by The Rt Revd  Dr Michael Ipgrave OBE

Saturday 30th May 7.30pm 
Fradley Community Choir Concert

Saturday 13th June 11am 
Dedication of the Memorial Light Box to all RAF Personnel 
Bishop Michael will officiate at this dedication at St Stephen’s Church. 
	Diary dates
March
Tuesday 10th  
           Bowbrook Service at Bowbrook Care Home
Sunday 15th 
          10.30am Family Communion for Mothering Sunday with gifts of flowers & chocolates  All Welcome
Sunday 22nd 
          10.30am Family Communion and Baptism
Sunday 29th  PALM SUNDAY
          10.30am Family Communion and distribution of  
                                                                            Palm Crosses


Heritage Event
Thursday 19thMarch 7.30pm

[image: See the source image]“Nicely Matured Folk”
An informal concert of
traditional folk music from
around the British Isles
Come and enjoy hospitality whilst listening
 to some good music. 
Wine, soft drinks and savouries served
Free event
Donations invited for 
CANCER UK and St Stephen’s Church

	Electoral Roll
At the same time as our APCM we are conducting a review of the Electoral Roll. If you would like to be on the Roll (and have a say in how the church is run) please fill in a form (also in the Meeting Room) Or contact our Electoral Roll Officer Ruth Cole ruthiecole@hotmail.co.uk


Memory Tree
Our Memory Tree is in church. Please write a name of a loved one on a ‘heart’ and hang on the tree.
The tree will remain in place for the National Day of Reflection (8th March) and Mothering Sunday 15th March.
Loving God, 
You hold all our times in your hands, our past, our present, our future. Be close to us now as we remember all the difficulties and disappointments of the past year. Be especially close to all of us who are thinking of someone we loved and knew, but see no longer, whether family, friend, colleague or neighbour. Help us to trust that they are at peace with you, 
and comfort us with your presence. 
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	Annual Parish Church Meeting (APCM)
Our APCM is not until 26th April. This is when Wardens and new officers to the PCC and Deanery Synod are elected. Whilst this is a long way off, our last PCC (Parochial Church Council) Meeting is on Monday 16th March. It would be really helpful if those wishing to stand for Warden, PCC Member and Deanery Synod would complete forms before this date. These are available in the Meeting Room. If you would like to know more about any of the roles please speak to Elizabeth or message our Administrator, Di. We would very much like new members to join us!
Bishop Michael to retire in September
HM the King has graciously given his permission for him to resign the See of Lichfield at the end of September 2026 when he will have been ordained for 44 years. Bishop Michael shared the news with clergy and lay ministers gathered to celebrate St Chad’s Day in Lichfield Cathedral late on Monday afternoon, 2 March. It was ten years exactly since his nomination as 99th Bishop of Lichfield.
Announcing his retirement plans, Bishop Michael referred to the constant inspiration of St Chad over his ten years, describing himself as “humbled to be amongst one of the successors of St Chad, our first and greatest bishop.” He continued, commending Chad’s example: “Chad was the first to bring to Mercia the life-giving, peace-making, soul-restoring gospel of Jesus Christ. As we face the challenge of re-evangelising our contemporary Mercia, I am convinced that we can only do that by walking in his steps of kindness, friendliness and humility in the service of others
Speaking about his time in Lichfield Diocese and thanking those who share the task of ministry across the 1800 square miles of the diocese in 423 parishes and over 500 churches, in every community of Staffordshire, North Shropshire and the Black Country, Bishop Michael observes: “I know that I have been blessed over the last ten years to work in one of the friendliest, most down to earth and least pretentious parts of the Church of England; thank you from my heart.”



Notices for inclusion in the bulletin please email me by Tuesday of each week
Officeststephenfradley@gmail.com Please take bulletin away with you

If you would like to support St Stephen’s Church at this time donations can be made via our Just Giving Page.  We are grateful for donations large or small
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ststephensfradley
 Contact us
Revd Elizabeth Wall 01543 254891
Email: ayton265@gmail.com
Churchwarden
Marian Derry 01283 791573
St Stephen’s Administrator: Di Cooper
07930162991 officeststephenfradley@gmail.com
Find us on ACNY https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4123/
Facebook www.facebook.comststephensfradley
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