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    Sunday 15th March, 4th Sunday of Lent/Mothering Sunday
 
Welcome to St Mary's this morning
If you are visiting or here for the first time, we hope you feel at home, and please do make yourself known. Those of you with small children may wish to make use of the Children’s Corner during the service, if that is helpful for you. At the offertory a collection will be taken for the work of the church. If you are able to use a Gift Aid envelope please do. There is a card reader, and further information about giving to St Mary’s, by the door where you came in. When we come to share communion please follow the stewards. Refreshments are served in the hall after the service – please stay if you can. 

Services this Sunday
8am				Eucharist, in Church and on Facebook 
10am	Eucharist, with Children’s Church, in Church and on Zoom

Hymns								
Processional			530 Now thank we all our God
Gradual 			Psalm 23
Offertory			241 Sing we of the blessèd mother 
Communion 		127 When I survey the wondrous cross
Final			362 Tell out, my soul	

Music
Setting			Short Mass Terry
Motet				View me, Lord Lloyd
Voluntary			Toccata from Suite Gothique Boëllmann
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Rota for Sunday 15th March, 4th Sunday of Lent/Mothering Sunday 
Children’s Church	Marina Buswell, Moira King
Welcomers		Brenda Furnival Jones, Roti Tunis
Sidespeople		Gavin John, Ann Sandford
Servers 	 		Sarah Walker, Noah Clarke, Mike Franklin
Readers			Anne Crowther, Marie South
Intercessor		Mat Wilson 
Lay Admin	Mike Franklin, Zara Kimber, Malcolm Furnival   
Coffee		 	Linn Parker, Daphne Footer

For your Prayers
Any who are sick or suffering: Howard Marshall, Sue Frost, Catherine Holliman, Michael Antony 
The housebound, among them: Sheila Brown, Chris Skinner, Hazel Bayford
Those who have died: Carolyn Mills, Tessa McEwen, Graham Meldrum, Joan Rees
Those whose anniversaries fall at this time: Jim Herdman, Molly Gasper 
In our Deanery: St Andrews Stanstead Abbots, with St Margarets & St John the Baptist, Great Amwell, Revd Dr Sarah Forrest
From our Parish Prayer Cycle: Home Communicants
Those that live in: Grasmere Road, The Green 


Collect 
God of compassion, whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, shared the life of a home in Nazareth, and on the cross drew the whole human family to himself: strengthen us in our daily living that in joy and in sorrow we may know the power of your presence to bind together and to heal; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

First Reading, 1 Samuel 1.20-end 
In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him Samuel, for she said, ‘I have asked him of the LORD.’ 21 The man Elkanah and all his household went up to offer to the LORD the yearly sacrifice, and to pay his vow. 22 But Hannah did not go up, for she said to her husband, ‘As soon as the child is weaned, I will bring him, that he may appear in the presence of the LORD, and remain there for ever; I will offer him as a Nazirite for all time.’23 Her husband Elkanah said to her, ‘Do what seems best to you, wait until you have weaned him; only—may the LORD establish his word.’ So the woman remained and nursed her son, until she weaned him. 24 When she had weaned him, she took him up with her, along with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour, and a skin of wine. She brought him to the house of the LORD at Shiloh; and the child was young. 25 Then they slaughtered the bull, and they brought the child to Eli. 26 And she said, ‘Oh, my lord! As you live, my lord, I am the woman who was standing here in your presence, praying to the LORD. 27 For this child I prayed; and the LORD has granted me the petition that I made to him. 28 Therefore I have lent him to the LORD; as long as he lives, he is given to the LORD.’ She left him there for the LORD.

Second Reading, Colossians 3.12-17
As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 13 Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

Gospel Reading, John 19.25b-27 
Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, ‘Woman, here is your son.’ 27 Then he said to the disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’ And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home.









Diary for the rest of this week
Monday – Thursday	9.15am Morning Prayer  
Monday – Thursday	5pm Evening Prayer (EP will be sung on Tuesdays) 
Monday 16th			7:30pm-10pm Hall Booking 
Wednesday 18th  		9:45am Lent Lectio Divina
11am Eucharist 
				5:30pm Hall Booking
				7:30pm Bell Ringing
Thursday 19th		11:30am Café
12:30pm Concert, Herman Carisha - Piano
Friday 20th			7pm Choir Practice  

Rota for Sunday 22nd March, Passion Sunday  
Welcomers		Pat Collin, Michael Waller	
Sidespeople		Mike and Bonnie West	
Servers 	 		Malcolm Furnival Jones, Mike Franklin, Sue Austin	
Readers			Stephen Crookes, Maria Knightly
Intercessor		Marina Buswell
Lay Admin	Sue Austin, Derek Day, Mat Wilson, Roti Tunis
Coffee		 	Marion Mountjoy, Roger Hawkins


Notices

Next Evening Service Palm Sunday, 29th March, 5pm

Evening Prayer on Tuesday From the beginning of March we will be adding a little to Evening Prayer on Tuesday evenings by introducing some music. To begin with this will be simple things like hymns! On Tuesdays an order of service will be provided (so you don’t have to juggle unfamiliar books) and Evening Prayer will take place for all of us in the choir stalls. All welcome. 

Lent Lectio Divina Wednesdays, in March, from 9:45am – 10:30am in the Hall.  All welcome. No experience required! 

Graham Meldrum Margaret and family would like to thank everyone who has sent condolences on the very sad passing of our wonderful husband, father and grandfather. They have given us so much comfort at this very difficult time. His funeral will be at St Mary's on Tuesday 24th March at 1pm all are welcome. Family flowers only.

Easter flowers
It will soon be time for the flower group to decorate the church for Easter.  If you would like to make a donation towards the flowers perhaps in memory of a loved or a special event we will delighted to accept it. Please give any monies to either Margaret Meldrum or one of the flower group.  Many thanks

Easter Monday Pilgrimage to join in please sign up on the list at the back of church. Breakfast at 9am at St Mary's Welwyn, followed by a lovely walk to St Albans Cathedral for a service at 3pm. If you plan to join at St Albans rather than walk please also note that on the sign up list. 

Meaningful Easter Eggs Please see Bonnie West to purchase.

Urban Sketching Ware Southern Maltings are running an 'urban sketching' class at St Mary's on Saturday 28th March. To find out more or to sign up to join in go to https://southernmaltings.co.uk/events/urban-sketching-st-marys-ware/

PCC after advertising for some weeks for two people to fill two casual vacancies on the PCC, two nominations were received from Carol Taylor and Stephen Crookes, who have now been welcomed onto the PCC. 

APCM The annual meetings will take place on Sunday 26th April directly following the 10am service. Papers will be available a fortnight before the meetings. If you have yet to join the Electoral Roll please see Bonnie West .  
New Curate! We are pleased to announce that Jose Tamayo will be joining us in July this year to serve his Title Post Curacy. We look forward to welcoming Jose and his family. 

Chorister Programme We are launching a programme for young singers to join our choir. You can help by: sharing publicity information as it is available; signing up to be a chaperone (see job role below); and welcoming children and families who come to find out more. There may also be admin and practical support as the programme rolls out. 

Chorister chaperone job role: 
As part of a rota to be present at each chorister session to: welcome and sign in children; prepare, serve and tidy simple drinks and snacks; be present throughout to ensure that children are accompanied; assist with any needs that arise for the children. You will need to be safely recruited – ie to have an enhanced DBS and undergo basic safeguarding training if you do not already have those things in place. The goal would be to have a rota of a good number of you so that no-one has to give too much time. You do not need to want to sing or ‘be able’ to sing! To offer your support in this way please sign up on the notice available in church.

Next Lunchtime Concerts 
Thursday 16th April		Jill Knight, piano and Benjamin Adams, Clarinet 
Monday 4th May			Ambrose String Quartet








Contact Information
Vicar: Revd Ysmena Pentelow, vicar@stmarysware.co.uk 07423 812238 Usual day off Friday
Parish Office: Claire Royden-Hall officestmarys@btinternet.com  Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:30am – 1:30pm 01920 462539
Director of Music (part time): Stephen Crookes email: music@stmarysware.co.uk 
Website:  www.stmarysware.org.uk. You can also find us on Facebook
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