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Welcome to this service. Please join in with the words in bold that 
we are invited to say together. When words are in bold italic they 

are sung together.  

If you have children with you and they get restless during the 
service please don’t worry, we won’t. We do have a children’s 

corner you are welcome to use if you’d find that helpful. 

 
Call to Worship 
Please remain seated 
One: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. 
Many: Amen. 
One: We come from scattered lives to meet with God.  

  Let us recognise God’s presence with us.  
 
A short time of quiet is kept 
 
One: As God’s people we have gathered 
Many: Let us worship God together. 
 
Welcome and introduction  
Please remain seated as we listen.  
 
At the end of the introduction we will pause for a few moments 
of quiet and water will be poured into the ‘well’.  
 
Opening hymn: As the deer pants for the water 
We stand as able to sing number 37 in Mission Praise. 
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Dramatised Reading: John 4:5-22 (The Voice) 
We sit as we listen and watch. 

Narrator: In a small Samaritan town known as 
Sychar, Jesus and His entourage stopped 
to rest at the historic well that Jacob gave 
his son Joseph. It was about noon when 
Jesus found a spot to sit close to the well 
while the disciples ventured off to find 
provisions. From His vantage, He watched 
as a Samaritan woman approached to draw 
some water. Unexpectedly He spoke to her. 

Jesus:  Would you draw water, and give Me a 
drink? 

Woman:  I cannot believe that You, a Jew, would 
associate with me, a Samaritan woman; 
much less ask me to give You a drink. 

Narrator: Jews, you see, have no dealings with 
Samaritans. 

Jesus: You don’t know the gift of God or who is 
asking you for a drink of this water from 
Jacob’s well. Because if you did, you would 
have asked Him for something greater; and 
He would have given you the living water. 

Woman:  Sir, You sit by this deep well a thirsty 
man without a bucket in sight. Where does 
this living water come from? Are You 
claiming superiority to our father Jacob 
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who laboured long and hard to dig and 
maintain this well so that he could share 
clean water with his 
sons, grandchildren, and cattle? 

Jesus:  Drink this water, and your thirst is 
quenched only for a moment. You must 
return to this well again and again. I offer 
water that will become a wellspring within 
you that gives life throughout eternity. You 
will never be thirsty again. 

Woman:  Please, Sir, give me some of this water, so 
I’ll never be thirsty and never again have to 
make the trip to this well. 

Jesus:  Then bring your husband to Me. 

Woman:  I do not have a husband. 

Jesus:   Technically you are telling the truth. But 
you have had five husbands and are 
currently living with a man you are not 
married to. 

Woman:  Sir, it is obvious to me that You are a 
prophet. 20 Our fathers worshiped here on 
this mountain, but Your people say that 
Jerusalem is the only place for all to 
worship. Which is it? 

Jesus:  Woman, I tell you that neither is so. Believe 
this: a new day is coming—in fact, it’s 
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already here—when the importance will not 
be placed on the time and place of worship 
but on the truthful hearts of worshipers. 
You worship what you don’t know while we 
worship what we do know, for God’s 
salvation is coming through the Jews. The 
Father is spirit, and He is seeking followers 
whose worship is sourced in truth and 
deeply spiritual as well. Regardless of 
whether you are in Jerusalem or on this 
mountain, if you do not seek the Father, 
then you do not worship. 

Woman:  These mysteries will be made clear by He 
who is promised, the Anointed One. 

Jesus:  The Anointed is speaking to you. I am the 
One you have been looking for. 

Narrator: The disciples returned to Him and gathered 
around Him in amazement that He 
would openly break their customs 
by speaking to this woman, but none of 
them would ask Him what He was looking 
for or why He was speaking with her. The 
woman went back to the town, leaving her 
water pot behind. She stopped men and 
women on the streets and told them about 
what had happened. 
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Woman:  I met a stranger who knew everything about 
me. Come and see for yourselves; can He 
be the Anointed One? 

Narrator: A crowd came out of the city and 
approached Jesus.  

Because one woman shared with her 
neighbours how Jesus exposed her past 
and present, the village of Sychar was 
transformed—many Samaritans heard and 
believed. The Samaritans approached 
Jesus and repeatedly invited Him to stay 
with them, so He lingered there for two 
days on their account. 41 With the words 
that came from His mouth, there were 
many more believing Samaritans. 42 They 
began their faith journey because of the 
testimony of the woman beside the well; 
but when they heard for themselves, they 
were convinced; 

Many: The One they were hearing was and is 
God’s Anointed, the Liberating King, sent 
to rescue the entire world. 

 
 
Reflection: Give me a drink! 
We remain seated as we listen and share.  
When a need is shared a cup full of water is poured into the  
bucket.  
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The bucket is emptied into the font as we stand as able to sing; 
 
Hymn: I heard the voice of Jesus say  
Number 469 in Common Praise  
 
 
Confession 
We sit or kneel 
 
One: Acknowledging our need for God’s love to  

cleanse and heal us we come to God with 
sorrow for the things we have done, said or 
thought that have caused hurt.  

 
 Water of life, 

You provide us with all we need. We are sorry 
for when we have failed to be generous. 

 Lord, have mercy 
Many: Lord, have mercy 
 
One: Water of life, 
 You love and accept us as we are.  

We are sorry for when we fail to love ourselves 
and others.  

 Christ, have mercy 
Many: Christ, have mercy 
 
One: Water of life, 

Your love overflows beyond our imagination.  
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We are sorry for when we are ashamed of you.  
Lord, have mercy 

Many: Lord, have mercy 
 
 

Receiving God’s Forgiveness 
As a sign of God’s forgiveness you are invited to make the sign of 
the cross on your body as this assurance of God’s forgiveness is 
given, and water is splashed on us from the font; 

One: May the God of all mercies 
cleanse you from your sins, 
and restore you in God’s image 
to the praise and glory of God’s name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Many: Amen 
 
 
Reflecting: Never be thirsty again 
We remain seated as we listen and share. With each story  
shared we take water from the font and pour it into the cup, 
watching it overflow.    
 
 

 

Offertory Hymn: Here is love, vast as the ocean 
We stand as able to sing the offertory hymn, during which a 
collection for the mission and ministry of the church is taken. You 
can also give through the contactless card-reader on exit. 
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Here is love, vast as the ocean, 
Loving-kindness as the flood; 
When the Prince of Life, my ransom, 
Shed for me his precious blood. 
Who his love will not remember? 
Who can cease to sing his praise? 
He shall never be forgotten, 
Through Heav’n’s everlasting days 

 

On the mount of crucifixion, 
Fountains opened deep and wide, 
Through the flood-gates of God’s mercy, 
Flowed the vast and gracious tide; 
Grace and love, like mighty rivers 
Poured incessant from above, 
And God’s peace and perfect justice 
Kissed a guilty world in love. 

 

Let me all your love accepting, 
Love you, ever all my days; 
Let me seek your kingdom only 
And my life be to your praise; 
You alone will be my glory, 
Nothing in the world I see; 
You have cleansed and sanctified me, 
You have loved and set me free. 
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In your truth you will direct me 
By your Spirit, through your Word; 
And your grace my need is meeting, 
As I trust in you, my Lord. 
All your fulness you are pouring 
From your endless wells above, 
Without measure, full and boundless 
As I yield myself in love. 

William Rees 

 

Prayers 
We sit or kneel as we are led in prayer. At the end of each 
bidding:  
One: we long for transformation 
Many: your compassion for all who thirst 

At the end: 
The Lord’s prayer 

One: As our Saviour taught us so we pray, in  whatever 
form or language comes most naturally; 
Our Father     Our Father,  
in heaven,     Who art in heaven,  
hallowed be your name.   Hallowed be thy name  
Your kingdom come,   Thy kingdom come  
your will be done,    Thy will be done  
on earth as in heaven.   on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us today     Give us this day  
our daily bread.    our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins,    Forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those    as we forgive those  



11 
 

who sin against us.    who trespass against us  
Lead us not into temptation And lead us not into temptation. 
But deliver us from evil.   But deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom,    For thine 
the power and the glory  is the kingdom,  
are yours,    the power and the glory  
now and forever. Amen  for ever and ever. Amen 

Notices 
We remain seated as we listen to any family news and notices. 

 

Hymn: Have you heard God’s voice? 
We stand as able to sing 

Have you heard God’s voice; has your heart been stirred? 
Are you still prepared to follow?  
Have you made a choice to remain and serve,  
though the way be rough and narrow?  

Will you walk the path that will cost you much  
and embrace the pain and sorrow?  
Will you trust in One who entrusts to you  
the disciples of tomorrow? 

 

Will you use your voice; will you not sit down  
when the multitudes are silent?  
Will you make a choice to stand your ground  
when the crowds are turning violent? 

Will you walk the path that will cost you much… 
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Will you watch the news with the eyes of faith  
and believe it could be different?  
Will you share your views using words of grace?  
Will you leave a thoughtful imprint? 

Will you walk the path that will cost you much… 

In your city streets will you be God’s heart?  
Will you listen to the voiceless?  
Will you stop and eat, and when friendships start,  
will you share your faith with the faithless? 

We will walk the path that will cost us much  
and embrace the pain and sorrow.  
We will trust in One who entrusts to us  
the disciples of tomorrow. 

 

Blessing and dismissal 
We remain standing as able 

One: The water that gives birth to creation 
Many: also gives birth to us 

One: The water that lives in every creature 
Many: also lives in us.  

One: The water that refreshes the dry places of the 
earth 

Many: also renews us 
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One: The living water restore us; 
the fathomless depths renew us; 
the falling rain awaken us. 
May the blessings of water be ours to share, 
running free and clear, 
and glinting like diamonds 
in the light of glory 

Steven Shakespeare 

 And the blessing of God… 

 

One:  Go in the peace of the water of life 

Many: Thanks be to God 

 

Tea, coffee, squash and biscuits are served at the back of church after 

the service. Do stay if you can.  

NEWS AND NOTICES 
UPCOMING SERVICES  
Wednesday 11th March 10am:  Holy Communion 
Sunday 15th March 10:30am:  Holy Communion 
Wednesday 18th March 10am:  Holy Communion 
Sunday 22nd March 10:30am:  Holy Communion 
  
MOTHERING SUNDAY DAFFODILS 
It has been a tradition to give everyone a small bunch of two of 
three daffodils at the Mothering Sunday service. We need 
someone who is willing to purchase and prepare them (you will 
be reimbursed). If you are willing to do this for next Sunday please 
speak to Jenni asap.  
 



14 
 

OPEN CHURCH – SUNDAYS 
Church will now remain open on Sundays after the morning 
service until around 5pm. If you are the last one out and have a 
key please do not lock up! 
 
LENT COURSE 
On Wednesdays in Lent there will be an opportunity to meet 
together to deepen our faith as we reflect on the theme for the 
week learning together. This is suitable for those who are new to 
faith and those who have been following Jesus for a long time. We 
will meet in choir vestry from 7:30pm to 9pm. Refreshments will 
be available. If you would like to come and can give a lift, or you 
need a lift please speak to Jenni and we can see if we can 
coordinate this.  
The dates will be:  
11th March – How can our faith transform? 
18th March – What do we do about suffering and injustice? 
25th March – What does resurrection mean for us?  
 
The Big Plastic Count 
From 9–15 March thousands of households, schools and 
community groups will be taking part in The Big Plastic Count, the 
country’s largest people-powered investigation into how much 
plastic we throw away. The findings will help show the 
government why we urgently need to produce less plastic, not 
just recycle more of it. 
The Eco Group will also be counting the plastic we dispose of in 
church during the week, which will also help us to see where we 
can cut down, especially on single-use items. We’d love to hear 
how you get on at home, but please don't bring your plastic to 
church as we don’t have capacity to include individuals homes! 
Register to take part: https://thebigplasticcount.com/ 
 

https://thebigplasticcount.com/
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MAUNDY THURSDAY SUPPER – 2ND APRIL 6PM  
As has been our custom on Maundy Thursday all are invited to 
share a simple meal with our friends from Warley Woods 
Methodist Church and Warley Baptist Church, followed by a 
service of Holy Communion. This year Warley Baptist are hosting. 
If you would like to come please can you let Jenni know by 23rd 
March.  
We will return to St Hilda’s at 8:30pm on Maundy Thursday for the 
vigil, including stripping the altars.  
 
NEW FOR 2026 - BREATHING SPACE 
“Breathing Space” is a new monthly gathering for contemplative, 
silent prayer. This is an ancient Christian practice of being 
attentive to the presence of a loving God within us and around us, 
and offers us a time of stillness and peace in our noisy and 
distracted world. Each gathering will begin with a short 
introductory reading leading into 20mins silent prayer, following 
our breath or reciting a prayer word to still our minds. We end 
with 5 – 10 mins of conversation about the practice. Breathing 
Space will take place on the 3rd Friday of each month: 20th March, 
at 10-10.45am in the vestry. Please enter the church through the 
back door in the car park. It is open to all who are seeking peace 
and who long for connection with God and community. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION SERVER(S) NEEDED 

We are seeking a new member (or perhaps members!) to join our 

team of Holy Communion servers. This role includes assisting with 

the preparation of the altar, helping with the distribution of Holy 

Communion and clearing at the end of the service. Due to the nature 

of our building Servers need to be able to use stairs. Full training will 

be given, including Basic Awareness Safeguarding which is imperative 

for any volunteer role in the church. Please speak to Jenni or Ian if 

this interests you. 
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March Eco Tips – The Great British Spring Clean 

The Great British Spring Clean (Friday 13-Sunday 29 March) is the 

nation’s biggest mass-action environmental campaign. You could join 

the Eco Group for a parish litter pick on Thursday 19 March at 

11am, see if there’s another local group or take part in your own 

time. Litter picking benefits the environment by removing rubbish 

that can be hazardous for wildlife and helps bring people together. 

Find out more and pledge to pick up a bag 

at: keepbritaintidy.org/our-work/eliminating-litter/great-british-

spring-clean 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: PARISH SAFEGUARDING TEAM 

Our current team, Anne Harris¸ PARISH SAFEGUARDING 

COORDINATOR (PSC) and Mike Baynham, PARISH SAFEGUARDING 

OFFICER (PSO) are looking for help with managing our Safeguarding 

needs, including the writing and reviewing of policies. Anne Harris 

will eventually be stepping down and we are seeking to recruit in 

time for a smooth handover from Anne and for the next PSC to work 

alongside Mike Baynham and others as part of a team.  

These roles are; to work with the incumbent and PCC in promoting 

safeguarding within the parish, and to ensure that church leaders are 

implementing the Church of England’s safeguarding guidance. The 

Parish Safeguarding Coordinator is the key link person between the 

parish and the Diocesan Safeguarding Team, and the PSOS support 

this role. These roles requires an enhanced DBS and completion 

of several training modules offered by the Diocese. Good computer 

literacy is essential for this as it includes working with a database. If 

you think this might be something you would be interested in and 

God is calling you to consider it, please speak to Anne Harris or Jenni 

Crewes. We can offer you more detailed role descriptions.  Please 

pray for the right people to be recruited for this essential aspect of 

parish life, and whether this could be you. 

http://keepbritaintidy.org/our-work/eliminating-litter/great-british-spring-clean
http://keepbritaintidy.org/our-work/eliminating-litter/great-british-spring-clean
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WOMEN’S THEOLOGY 

Mother Diane our curate and Mother Charlotte Gibson, who works 

for the diocese of Birmingham, run a Women's Theology Group 

fortnightly during term times. We meet on Thursday evening at St 

George's vicarage Edgbaston and on Friday morning at Evoke Cafe on 

Harborne High St. It's open to anyone who identifies as a woman and 

is 18 years of age and over. It's ecumenical, which means people 

come from a variety of churches in the local area. No preparation is 

necessary and it’s suitable for all levels of knowledge and ability. 

Each week is a separate session so you can come as and when you 

like. We look at women's stories in the Bible and see how God shows 

the good news of themselves to the women and ourselves. If anyone 

is interested in coming along, speak to Mother Diane and she can 

give you more details. The next dates are 12th and 13th March.   

APCM- SAVE THE DATE! 

Our APCM will be on Sunday 10th May at 12, after the morning 

service.  

FAIRTRADE STALL AVAILABLE NEXT SUNDAY 

Next week our fairtrade stall will be available after service selling tea, 

coffee, food and gifts. Pam can take payment by card or cash.  

Conservatoire Concerts January –April 2026 

These concerts offer the chance to hear a wide range of music, with 

free entry.  However, donations are welcome to help cover costs of 

heating, licenses and performer expenses.  There is the chance to 

talk to some very talented musicians over a cup of tea or coffee and 

biscuits after their recitals, which you will not get in a concert hall! 

Dates are:   

Friday 13th March, 13:00-13:45, Organist 

Saturday 28th March, 19:30-20:30, Brass Quintet 

Saturday 25th April, 19:30-20:30, Viola and Piano 
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Please do your best to come and support these musicians. If you 

wish to be kept up to date about concerts, please 

contact sthildasconcerts@gmail.com and we will add you to our 

mailing list, or ask Angela, Terry or Marian. 

 

Tidying the garden at the front of the church  

From 11th April, weather permitting, the monthly Saturday 

morning sessions to tidy the church front garden will resume. These 

will be on the first Saturday of each month, between 10.00 am - 

12.00 noon. If you are free, your help would be appreciated at 

any time during those mornings. Experienced and inexperienced 

gardeners are all welcome. The 2026 dates will be: 11th April, 2nd 

May, 6th June, 4th July, 1st August, 5th September, and 3rd October.  If 

you have any queries, please speak to Rob Eaton or Anne Harris.  

 

This week please pray for; 

• Jenni and Diane as they go into Cygnet hospital on Wednesday 

offering spiritual care. 

• Jenni as she visits Annie Lennard school on Thursday for an RE 

lesson.  

• Diocesan Synod as it meets on Saturday.  

  

mailto:sthildasconcerts@gmail.com
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Useful Contacts 

Rev’d. Jenni 
Crewes 

Vicar 
(day off Monday) 

07377363915 or 0121 429 1384 
revjennicrewes@gmail.com 

Mother 
Diane 
Reeves 

Curate 
(working days  

Wednesday- Sunday) 

07977464696 

dianereeves89@gmail.com 

Mrs Julie Batham Churchwarden 
 

 07931133951, juliebatham60@gmail.com 

Mr Ian Dickinson Churchwarden 07950666654, ian_fatbudgie@hotmail.com 

Mrs Fran Ellis Reader 0121 429 6267 

Liz and Jon CAMEO sthildascameo@gmail.com 

James 

Atkinson 

Eco Church 
PEC 

 

 

 

jda85@hotmail.com 

Enquires about hiring hall or church sthildasbooking@gmail.com  

Safeguarding Team 07946 147 703  

sthildasafeguarding@gmail.com 

https://bit.ly/sthildas-safeguarding 

Safeguarding information 

1. Never promise to keep a secret.  

2. Assure the person that what they say will be taken seriously. 

3. You might say “I will have to talk about what you have told me to the Parish Safeguarding Co-ordinator or the 

Vicar or the Bishop’s Safeguarding Advisor, and this will be with as much confidentiality as is possible”. 

http://www.sainthildawarleywoods.co.uk/SAFEGUARDING.html  

 

To use our church wifi connect to BT-Q9C22K. Password is ‘Hilda680’ 

 

 
St Hilda’s is proud to be a member of the Inclusive Church 
Network. 
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