NEWSLETTER NUMBER 314
There are lots of dates and requests for help in this newsletter.   Please get the dates into your diaries right now, so you do not miss out.
BRITISH SUMMER TIME STARTS IN THE NIGHT OF SATURDAAY/SUNDAY SO REMEMBER TO PUT YOUR CLOCKS FORWARD BY ONE HOUR BEFORE YOU GO TO SLEEP/

OUR SERVICE ON SUNDAY 29TH MARCH 2026 – PALM SUNDAY
Today you have a choice of where you go to worship.    At All Saints’ Church we have a Sung Eucharist which will start at 10.30 a.m.   Alternatively, you can go to St Nicholas Church, Kittisford for 10.00 a.m. where there will be a Benefice All Age service.

OTHER SERVICES/EVENTS DURING HOLY WEEK
MAUNDY THURSDAY 2ND APRIL 2026 at 6.00 p.m.
Rev Andy Barton will be holding an informal communion within the setting of a meal.   This will be based on an olive/houmous and pitta bread starter, choice of 2 different lamb dishes or a vegetarian main course with jacket potato and a dessert.  FOR CATERING PURPOSES, YOU MUST SIGN THE LIST IN CHURCH.    Donation basket will be on view!

GOOD FRIDAY 3RD APRIL 2026 at 10.00 a.m.
Stations of the Cross will be lay lead at 10.00 a.m.   If you have not been before, the service follows the route and incidents that lead to the death of Jesus and involve walking around the church.   The service takes approximately 30 minutes.

LOOKING FORWARDS – REV ANDY
Servant Leadership
This week has seen the enthronement (as it is called) of the new Archbishop of Canterbury. Dame Sarah Mullaly has become the Archbishop of Canterbury, the first woman to hold the position.   It is a significant moment in the Church of England.   She will serve as Primate of All England and lead the Anglican Communion the world over, although there are some who do not acknowledge her as such.
     The Prince and Princess of Wales will be at her enthronement on behalf of King Charles, the Supreme Governor of the Church of England.   There will be much pomp and ceremony during the service, and no doubt the great and good will be there dressed in their finery.   I expect however, that Dame Sarah’s ministry will not be about pomp, or titles, or significance in any way other than to follow the example of our one true King, our servant King, who we will be thinking about on Palm Sunday.
     When Jesus rode into Jerusalem at the start of what we now commemorate as Holy Week, he chose to do so on a donkey.   In so doing, Jesus did two things. Firstly, he fulfilled scripture: Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!  Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!  Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey (Zechariah 9. 9).   Secondly, Jesus was showing us what underpins his Kingship, majesty and sovereignty, not power or status, but humility and faith.   The crowds may have wanted Jesus to enter Jerusalem and make his way to the places of power, the Roman military HQ, the vassal King Herod’s palace or Governor Pilate’s offices.   If they expected that their redemption would come via a showdown with these worldly powers, then they were mistaken and about to be disappointed.
   Instead, Jesus visited the temple, and ensured it was recognised as a place for prayer.   A place set aside to be with and relate to the one true God, the King of kings.   Later that week, as we will ourselves mark on Good Friday, the nature of Jesus’ sovereignty is seen publicly and profoundly.   It is not based on a power to overthrow by force, nor is it a harsh insecure rule that fears its own survival.   It is instead a sacrificial rule that has care of the other at its heart.
     As we travel through the days ahead, I hope we can all take time to look at our own lives, homes and churches, asking our Servant King to reveal to us where we are ever harsh or insecure.  Where do we fear our own survival?   Once identified we can offer these to Jesus in prayer, asking for the forgiveness that we know will flow, and asking for courage instead to place other people’s needs ahead of our own, in the confidence that God will look after us.

ROTA FOR SUNDAY 29/3/2026
Sidesmen:- Sue Eastwood and Jacquie Hockaday
Reader:-      To be confirmed
Coffee:-       Sue Eastwood and Jacquie Hockaday
Flowers:-     None, as Lent

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 29/3/2026 – PALM SUNDAY
Collect:- Almighty and everlasting God, who in your tender love towards the human race sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ to take upon him our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross: grant that we may follow the example of his patience and humility, and also be made partakers of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   Amen

Readings:-
Isaiah Chapter 50, vv 4 – 9a
Philippians Chapter 2 , vv  5 – 11
Matthew Chapter 26, vv14 – end of 27

PRAYER LIST 
Elizabeth Miles                                                    
Eunice Durrance                                                                                                                    
Ian Sansom 
John Wilkie 
Katie Candy
Mike Toogood 
Pam Wilkie 
Paul Tatnall
Stephen Daley
Susan Dobson          
                     
YEARS MIND FOR MARCH/APRIL
MARCH
30th  Iris Florence Brabner


BIRTHDAY LIST FOR MARCH/APRIL
There are no birthdays known to me for this week.

OUTREACH GROUPS
Knit, Sew and Natter
The next meeting will be on Thursday, 2nd April 2026 at 2.00 p.m.   It will be the usual meeting with lots of chat and refreshments.
Shanty Singing
The next meeting of this group will be at 6.00 p.m. on Sunday 5th April 2026.   You do not have to have been to any previous meeting to join any session of shanty singing.

NEWISH - Churchyard Group
We have made a start by weeding the raised beds, filling them with compost and putting in the shrubs. If you are willing to help, the next meeting will be at 10.00 a.m. on Tuesday 14th April 2026 if anyone is free.   We now need to get a watering can and some fill in plants and wonder if anyone has any of the following:-
White aubretia, white mini periwinkle, white iberis, white omphaloides, tête-a- tête daffodil bulbs (if not we will plant them in the autumn), small yellow/green hostas and small ferns.

Soup ‘n’ a Bite
This will be on Saturday 11th April 2026 at 12.00 noon.    It will be the normal fare of soup, bread, cheese and fruit combined with lots of conversation!

Recycled Teenagers 
The next meeting will take place on Tuesday, 28th April 2026 at 2.30 p.m.  Come along and enjoy cups of tea plus sandwiches and cakes along with some conversation.

OUR NEXT SERVICE
The next service at All Saints’ Church will start at 10.30 a.m. and it will be a Sung Eucharist for Easter Sunday on Sunday 5th April 2026.   The celebrant will be Rev Stephen Bowen.   There will be refreshments served after the service.   

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
The Fund Raising Group has met and come up with the following programme of events:-
11th April – Coffee morning with book sale in the church, 10.00 a.m. – 12 noon
9th   May  – Easy Quiz night with jacket potato supper, 7.00 p.m.
23rd May – Rogationtide walk with pasty and cider, 10.30 a.m. 
27th June – Strawberry Special with Prosecco, 2 – 5 p.m.
18th July  – Church BBQ and picnic, bring your own drinks, 5 – 8 p.m.
12th September – 1950s to 1970 themes Cocktails and mocktails evening, 6.30 p.m.
27th September – Harvest lunch, 12.00 noon 
3rd October – Wedding Fair in the church, 10.00 a.m. – 4 p.m.
21st November – Harder Quiz night with jacket potato supper, 7.00 p.m.
12th December – Christmas Tree Festival 
12th December – Soup ‘n’ a Bite Christmas Lunch, 12.00 noon
13th December – Carol service with mince pies, 5.00 p.m.
24th December – Christingle/Crib service, 3.00 to make Christingles, 4.00 p.m. Crib service

OTHER INFORMATION
From Rev Andrew Norris 
The “Home Service” is broadcast on 105.3 FM on Wednesdays at 11.00am and repeated Sunday at 10.00 am.  It is also available via the internet at any time on www.10radio.org . 
This week: Preb. Helene Stainer and her team from Trintiy & All Saints benefice introduce us to the events of Palm Sunday in this special act of worship anticipating the beginning of Holy Week.  We also start to look at some of the special services and events  which are being arranged by our local churches over this Easter season.
 
 
FUN CORNER
[image: ]The Daily Telegraph reported an item on Twitter which it thinks only those over 40 might understand.   “Somebody born in ’33, was 45 in ’78.”
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“I could probably text better by
slamming my face against this
tiny little keyboard.”




