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Welcome!

If you are new to this church please introduce 
yourself to one of the clergy.

There is an induction loop for those with hearing aids.

Please do stay for refreshments after the service.

Details of further services and activities are in the notice sheet and parish magazine – or talk to one of the clergy.    

We keep a period of silent prayer before the service.
We particularly welcome Zoe, her family and friends for baptism this morning

The Gathering

Please stand to sing the Entrance Hymn:

Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia!

Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!

Who did once, upon the cross, Alleluia!

Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!

Unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia!

Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!

Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!

But the pains that he endured, Alleluia!

Our salvation have procured; Alleluia!

Now above the sky he’s King, Alleluia!

Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia!
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The Greeting
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you

All
and also with you.

Alleluia. Christ is risen.

All
He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
The Blessing of the Easter Garden

The angel said to the women, 'Do not be afraid; for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has risen, as he said.' (Matthew 28.5,6)

Blessed are you, O God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In your great mercy you have given us new birth into a living hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 

By your blessing may we who have prepared this garden in celebration of his victory be strengthened in faith, know the power of his presence, and rejoice in the hope of eternal glory, for he is alive and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

Risen Lord Jesus, as Mary Magdalene met you in the garden 

on the morning of your resurrection, 

so may we meet you today and every day: speak to us as you spoke to her; reveal yourself as the living Lord; 

renew our hope and kindle our joy; 

and send us to share the good news with others. Amen. 

All
Dying you destroyed our death, rising you restored our life. Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
Presentation of the Candidates

The priest asks the candidate:
Do you wish to be baptised?

I do

The priest addresses the whole congregation

Faith is the gift of God to his people.

In baptism the Lord is adding to our number 

those whom he is calling.

People of God, will you welcome Zoe
and uphold her in her new life in Christ?

All
With the help of God, we will.
Gloria in Excelsis

We sing the Gloria:

All 





Glory be to God in heaven, 

Songs of joy and peace we bring,

Thankful hearts and voices raising,

To creation’s Lord we sing:

Lord we thank you, Lord we thank you, 

Glory be to God our King.

Lamb of God, on your shoulders,

Bore the load of this world’s sin, 

only Son of God the Father, 

you have brought us peace within.

Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy,

Now your glorious reign begin.

You, O Son of God are holy,

You we praise with one accord,

None in heaven or earth is like you,

Only you are Christ the Lord,

With the Father and the Spirit,

Ever worshipped and adored.
The Collect

Please remain standing

The priest introduces a period of silent prayer with the words “Let us pray”. The priest then says the Collect:

God of glory, by the raising of your Son

you have broken the chains of death and hell:

fill your Church with faith and hope;

for a new day has dawned

and the way to life stands open

in our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word
Readings
Please sit    (read by Diane Jenkin) 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 10:34-43

34Peter began to speak to those assembled in the house of Cornelius. ‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ – he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’ 

This is the word of the Lord.

All
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading

Please stand and face the gospel, which we greet with this hymn:

1 A brighter dawn is breaking,

and earth with praise is waking;

for thou, O King most highest,

the power of death defiest;

2 And thou hast come victorious,

with risen body glorious,

who now for ever livest,

and life abundant givest.

3 O free the world from blindness,

and fill the world with kindness,

give sinners resurrection,

bring striving to perfection.

4 In sickness give us healing,

in doubt thy clear revealing,

that praise to thee be given

in earth as in thy heaven.
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. (20:1-18)

Glory to you O Lord
1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.’ 3Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went towards the tomb. 4The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples returned to their homes.

11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13They said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.’ 14When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? For whom are you looking?’ Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.’ 16Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ which means Teacher. 17Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, “I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.“’ 18Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you O Christ
Please sit

Talk

The Liturgy of Baptism

The Decision

The priest questions the candidate:
In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light.  To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him.

Therefore I ask:


Do you turn to Christ?
I turn to Christ.

Do you repent of your sins?
I repent of my sins.

Do you renounce evil?
I renounce evil.

Signing with the Cross

The priest makes the sign of the cross on the forehead of each candidate, saying

Christ claims you for his own. 

Receive the sign of his cross.

Do not be ashamed to confess the faith of Christ crucified.

All
Fight valiantly as a disciple of Christ


against sin, the world and the devil,


and remain faithful to Christ to the end of your life.

May almighty God deliver you from the powers of darkness,

restore in you the image of his glory, 

and lead you in the light and obedience of Christ. 

All
Amen.

Prayer over the Water

The priest stands before the water of baptism and says

Praise God who made heaven and earth,

All
who keeps his promise for ever.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All
It is right to give thanks and praise.

Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ

was baptized in the river Jordan,

we thank you for the gift of water

to cleanse us and revive us.

Saving God give us life.

We thank you that through the waters of the Red Sea

you led your people out of slavery to freedom in the promised land.
Saving God, give us life

We thank you that through the deep waters of death

you brought your Son, and raised him to life in triumph.

Saving God, give us life.

Bless this water, that your servants who are washed in it

may be made one with Christ in his death and in his resurrection,

to be cleansed and delivered from all sin.

Saving God, give us life.

Send your Holy Spirit upon them,

bring them to new birth in the household of faith

and raise them with Christ to full and eternal life;

for all might, majesty, authority and power are yours,

now and for ever.  Amen.

Saving God, give us life.

Profession of Faith
The priest addresses the congregation

Let us affirm, together with these who are being baptized,

our common faith in Jesus Christ.

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of all being and life, the one for whom we exist?

I believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took our human nature, died for us and rose again?

I believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the people of God and makes Christ known in the world?

I believe and trust in him.

This is the faith of the Church.

This is our faith.

We believe and trust in one God,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Baptism

The priest pours water on each candidate, saying

N, I baptize you

in the name of the Father,

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

All
Amen.

May God, who has received you by baptism into his Church,

pour upon you the riches of his grace,

that within the company of Christ’s pilgrim people

you may daily be renewed by his anointing Spirit,

and come to the inheritance of the saints in glory. 

All

Amen.

The Welcome
May God, who has received you by baptism into his Church, pour upon you the riches of his grace, that within the company of Christ’s pilgrim people you may daily be renewed by his anointing Spirit, and come to the inheritance of the saints in glory. Amen.

There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism: by one Spirit we are all baptized into one body.

We welcome you into the fellowship of faith; we are children of the same heavenly Father; we welcome you.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

The Peace

Please stand
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The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’

Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia.

The peace of the Lord be always with you

All
and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace

Please exchange a sign of peace.


We sing the Offertory hymn

The Day of Resurrection!


Earth, tell it out abroad;


The Passover of gladness,


The Passover of God!


From death to life eternal,


From earth unto the sky,


Our Christ hath brought us over


With hymns of victory.


Our hearts be pure from evil,


That we may see aright


The Lord in rays eternal


Of resurrection-light;


And, listening to his accents,


May hear so calm and plain


His own ‘All hail’, and hearing,


May raise the victor strain.


Now let the heavens be joyful,
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And earth her song begin,


The round world  keep high triumph,


And all that is therein;


Let all things seen and unseen


Their notes of gladness blend,


For Christ the Lord hath risen





Our joy that hath no end.

Please support the work of our church if you are able
In common with all other Church of England churches, Welwyn St Mary receives no money from the State or the Church of England. We are entirely dependent on donations from parishioners and visitors to support our church and its work in the community.
There will be no collection during the service, so

· If you wish to donate by card, please use the Giving Station by the door

· If you wish to donate by mobile phone, please use the QR code above
· If you wish to donate cash, place it in the offertory plate as you leave the church, please use a yellow envelope if you would like us to gift-aid your donation.
Please would you consider supporting us by regular giving? We are members of the Parish Giving Scheme (see parishgiving.org.uk and search for Welwyn St Mary). You may choose monthly, quarterly or annual giving. Thank you
Taking of the Bread and Wine

The priest takes the bread and wine

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power,
the glory, the splendour, and the majesty;
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.

All things come from you,
and of your own do we give you.
Eucharistic Prayer D 
Please stand throughout

The Lord be with you


All
and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

All
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All
It is right to give thanks and praise.

Almighty God, good Father to us all,

your face is turned towards your world.

In love you gave us Jesus your Son

to rescue us from sin and death.

Your Word goes out to call us home

to the city where angels sing your praise.

We join with them in heaven’s song:

All      Holy, holy, holy Lord, x2

God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna in the highest. x2
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. x2

Hosanna, hosanna in the highest. x2
Father of all, we give you thanks 

for every gift that comes from heaven.


To the darkness Jesus came as your light.

With signs of faith and words of hope

he touched untouchables with love and washed the guilty clean.

This is his story.

All
This is our song:
Hosanna in the highest.

The crowds came out to see your Son,
yet at the end they turned on him.
On the night he was betrayed
he came to table with his friends
to celebrate the freedom of your people.

This is his story.

All
This is our song:


Hosanna in the highest.

Jesus blessed you, Father, for the food;

he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said:

This is my body, given for you all.

Jesus then gave thanks for the wine;

he took the cup, gave it and said:

This is my blood, shed for you all

for the forgiveness of sins.

Do this in remembrance of me.

This is our story.

All
This is our song:


Hosanna in the highest.

Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup

we celebrate the cross

on which he died to set us free.

Defying death he rose again

and is alive with you to plead for us and all the world.

This is our story.

All
This is our song:


Hosanna in the highest.

Send your Spirit on us now

that by these gifts we may feed on Christ

with opened eyes and hearts on fire.

May we and all who share this food

offer ourselves to live for you

and be welcomed at your feast in heaven

where all creation worships you,
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Father, Son and Holy Spirit:

All
Blessing and honour and glory and power

be yours for ever and ever. Amen.

Please kneel or sit

Silence is kept

The Lord’s Prayer


As our Saviour has taught us so we pray


All
Our Father in heaven,


hallowed be your name,


your kingdom come,


your will be done,


on earth as in heaven.


Give us today our daily bread.


Forgive us our sins


as we forgive those who sin against us.


Lead us not into temptation


but deliver us from evil.


For the kingdom, the power, 


and the glory are yours


now and for ever.  Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

The priest breaks the consecrated bread 

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ.

All
Though we are many, we are one body,


because we all share in one bread.

We sing:
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Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world

Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world 

Have mercy, have mercy on us, have mercy (x2)
Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world; 

grant us peace, grant us peace, grant us peace
Giving of Communion


Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.

All




Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

All are welcome to come to the rail. Baptised Christians are welcome to receive the bread and the wine-others are welcome to come for a blessing from the priest.   

During communion the choir sings the anthem ‘Blessed be the God and Father,’ by S S Wesley
and we sing the communion hymn:

THIS joyful Eastertide,

Away with sin and sorrow.

My love, the Crucified,

Hath sprung to life this morrow:

Had Christ, who once was slain,

Not burst his three-day prison,

Our faith had been in vain;

But now hath Christ arisen.

2 My flesh in hope shall rest,

And for a season slumber:

Till trump from east to west

Shall wake the dead an number: Had Christ …
3 Death's flood hath lost its chill,

Since Jesus crossed the river:

Lover of souls, from ill

My passing soul deliver: Had Christ …..
After communion we pray together:

God of Life, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the death on the cross,
and by his glorious resurrection have delivered us from the power of our enemy: grant us so to die daily to sin, that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The notices are given and Easter eggs are distributed. Banns of marriage may be read.
We stand to sing the final hymn. During this hymn singers are welcome to move to the choir stalls and find copies of the Hallelujah Chorus
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won;
angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,
kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay.
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won.
Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;
lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom;
let the church with gladness hymns of triumph sing,
for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting:
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won.

No more we doubt thee, glorious prince of life;
life is naught without thee: aid us in our strife;
make us more than conquerors through thy deathless love;
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above:
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won.

Giving of a Lighted Candle 

The priest gives the newly baptized a lighted candle,

lit from the Paschal Candle

God has delivered us from the dominion of darkness

and has given us a place with the saints in light.

You have received the light of Christ;

walk in this light all the days of your life.

All
Shine as a light in the world

to the glory of God the Father.

Please remain standing for the blessing

God the Father, by whose love Christ was raised from the dead, open to you who believe the gates of everlasting life.

All


Amen.

God the Son, who in bursting the grave has won a glorious victory, give you joy as you share the Easter faith.

All


Amen.




God the Holy Spirit, whom the risen Lord breathed into his disciples, empower you and fill you with Christ's peace.

All


Amen.





And the blessing of God almighty, + the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.

All 


Amen.



Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia.





Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.

All sing the Hallelujah Chorus:


Hallelujah! For the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth.
The kingdom of this world is become the kingdom of our Lord,
And of His Christ, and of His Christ;
And He shall reign for ever and ever,
For ever and ever, forever and ever,
King of kings, and Lord of lords,
King of kings, and Lord of lords, 
And Lord of lords, And He shall reign,
And He shall reign forever and ever,
King of kings, forever and ever, And Lord of lords, Hallelujah! 

The ministers and people depart
The organist plays the voluntary 
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Please stay and join us for refreshments after the service
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000
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after the 8.30am breakfast
                 Easter Carol Service

      Sunday 26th April at 6.30pm 

Notices
Congratulations to The Rev’d Will Ellis who has been appointed as Chaplain to Peterhouse College Cambridge. We expect that his last Sunday with us will be 19th April. 

Fellowship meeting is Tuesday 14th April at 2.30pm. Everyone is welcome to join us for our Annual Review, when we distribute the programmes for 2026/27 and our Committee members will be giving background details about their lives, sharing some insights and memories. This will be followed by tea and cakes. We request £2 per person towards refreshments, a raffle and donation to charities.

Time for Reflection Meeting will be April 17th 10am for a coffee and chat and 10.30am, for the film, when we hope to be showing a film "The Holy Ganges".  The meeting will be at The Coach House, Titmus Yard ,Welwyn AL6 9NT – Mavis - 01438 487851

Our APCM this year will be on Wednesday 29th April starting with a Eucharist at 7.15pm. This is an important meeting in the life of our church. This year we will be electing members for a three year term to our Deanery Synod, and there are also places for PCC members. The PCC is also looking to appoint a new secretary - we are very grateful for the excellent job that Louise Hughes has done in this role. Nominations for these elections can be received on the day. Nominations for churchwarden should be submitted in writing before the meeting.  David  

Confirmations – Sunday 26th July at 6.30pm
If you are interested in being confirmed, then please do speak with Susannah.  A short course exploring faith will begin in Spring.

Left in church - A large King James Bible was left in church, if it’s yours contact Tina, the Administrator. 
The Diocese of St Albans is delighted to welcome the appointment of The Right Reverend Dr Andrew Paul Rumsey as the next Bishop of St Albans.  Bishop Andrew is currently the Suffragan Bishop of Ramsbury in the Diocese of Salisbury.
Diary of Events this week – 5th April     

Sunday

NO EVENING SERVICE TONIGHY
Easter Monday
8.30 Easter Breakfast following by 




Pilgrimage to St. Albans

TBC 10.30am
Patchwork Group
Tuesday

10-12am
Community Café




 8.00pm
Bell Ringing Practice

Wednesday
 
10.30am
Stable Lads



12noon
FUNERAL – David Barber




2.00pm
Book Group 
Thursday

2.00pm
Arpeggios 



5.40pm
Wedding Rehearsal



7.30pm
Adult Choir 




8.00pm
Book Group 
Friday


3.00pm
Wedding Charlie & Georgia
Saturday

10-11am
Clergy Office 

10-11am
Coffee Morning in CH




12.30am
Wedding of Matt & Rachel
Sunday 12th April – 2ND Sunday of Easter  

  8.00am
Said Eucharist  

  9.30am
Parish Eucharist 
  6.30pm
Evening Prayer
Readings for 12th April – 
Exodus 14:10-3nd, 15:20-21, Acts 2:14, 22-32, John 20:19-end
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The Church Office hours are:  


Mon, Tues – 9-1pm & Fridays – 9-12noon


Clergy surgery particularly for bookings of marriages and baptisms


  


The Rector: The Rev’d Dr David Munchin, �HYPERLINK "mailto:rector@welwyn.org.uk"��rector@welwyn.org.uk�, 01438 714150





Parish Office:  �HYPERLINK "mailto:stmaryswelwyn@gmail.com"��stmaryswelwyn@gmail.com�  01438 840964


For more information our website is found at �HYPERLINK "https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7876/"��https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7876/�
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