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Worship at Home – 19th March – Lent 4

Collect
Merciful Lord
You know our struggles to serve you:
When sin spoils our lives
And overshadows our hearts
Come to our aid
And turn us back to you again
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


ALL HAIL THE POW’R of Jesus’ name!
let angels prostrate fall;
bring forth the royal diadem 
and crown him,
crown him, crown him,
crown him Lord of all.

Crown him, all martyrs of your God,
who from his altar call;
praise him whose way of pain you trod
and crown him,
crown him, crown him,
crown him Lord of all.

O prophets faithful to his word
in matters, great and small,
who made his voice of justice heard
now crown him,
crown him, crown him,
crown him Lord of all.

All sinners now redeemed by grace
who heard your saviour’s call
now robed in light before his face
O crown him,
crown him, crown him,
crown him Lord of all.

Let ev’ry tribe, and ev’ry race
who heard the freedom call
in liberation see Christ’s face
and crown him,
crown him, crown him,
crown him Lord of all.

Let every people, every tongue
to him their heart enthral
life high the universal song
and crown him
crown him, crown him
crown him Lord of all. 


Readings: 1 Samuel 16:1-13, Ephesians 5:8-14, John 9

[bookmark: _Hlk129767105]Reflection. How often do we find ourselves saying ‘I see’ when we really mean ‘I understand’? In today’s Gospel reading the contrast between them is clear: we read about overcoming physical blindness and growing in understanding. But not everyone experiences or is open to both. 
In today’s Gospel reading Jesus gives sight to a nameless man born blind, who comes to ‘see’ Jesus for who he truly is. If we follow the man’s progress through the reading he starts by saying he was healed by ‘the one called Jesus’, then recognises Jesus as a prophet and finally in v. 38 says ‘Lord I believe’ and worships Jesus. 
But Jesus’ critics refuse to see as the healed man even his parents are wary.  Whether this healing was natural or miraculous is not really important; what is important is that the blind man’s sight was restored and he had to do nothing in order to receive this precious gift from Jesus. He didn’t have to pray in the temple, recite prayers or psalms, or repent of his sins – he didn’t even ask to be healed! 
It could be understood as a healing from spiritual blindness – but even then the man’s illumination remains a gift from God, for which nothing had to be given in advance or offered in return. 
The healing of the blind man could also be seen as being symbolic of baptism - The pool at Siloam once was an essential water supply, but in Jesus time it was mainly used for washing and bathing. In the same way the meeting between Jesus and the woman at the well can also be seen to have baptismal symbolism. 
However we interpret this story it is not just about the blind man but also about the prejudices which prevent people recognising Jesus and his actions. When he is asked at the end of the narrative whether Jesus was calling them blind, he replied that being blind did not matter. In itself it is a tragic but natural circumstance and carries no blame. Jesus tells us that sin arises when we are intentionally blind, yet think we can see, and when we insist upon everyone else having to see the world from our perspective. 
In the New Testament reading Paul writes of letting in Christ’s light to expose areas of darkness or prejudice in our lives, so that they may be seen more clearly and dealt with, and we may grow in wholeness. Lent gives us the opportunity to do some spring cleaning, shining a light into the corners of our lives and removing the cobwebs so we can see more clearly. 
Let us pray:
Lord of the excluded
Open our ears to hear those we would prefer not to hear
Open our lives to those we would prefer not to know
Open our hearts to those we would prefer not to love
So open our eyes to see where we might exclude you. 
Amen. 

AMAZING GRACE! how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me;
I once was lost, but now am found,
Was blind, but now I see.


’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear,
The hour I first believed!

Through many dangers, toils and snares
I have already come;
’Tis grace that brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home.
The Lord has promised good to me,
His word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures.

When we’ve been there a thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
Than when we first begun. 

Prayers & Lord’s Prayer 

GUIDE ME O THOU GREAT REDEEMER
Pilgrim through this barren land;
I am weak, but Thou art mighty,
Hold me with Thy powerful hand:
Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven,
Feed me now and ever more,
Feed me now and ever more.


Open Thou the crystal fountain
Whence the healing stream doth flow;
Let the fiery, cloudy pillar
Lead me all my journey through:
Strong Deliverer, strong Deliverer,
Be Thou still my strength and shield,
Be Thou still my strength and shield.

When I tread the verge of Jordan
Bid my anxious fears subside;
Death of death, and hell’s destruction,
Land me safe on Canaan’s side:
Songs of praises, songs of praises,
I will ever give to Thee,
I will ever give to Thee. 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
The love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
Be with us all, evermore. Amen

News & Notices
[bookmark: _Hlk131599425][bookmark: _Hlk143700377][bookmark: _Hlk146801663][bookmark: _Hlk125017798][bookmark: _Hlk118309578][bookmark: _Hlk159656595][bookmark: _Hlk138319807][bookmark: _Hlk136374745][bookmark: _Hlk147420398][bookmark: _Hlk129810042][bookmark: _Hlk140755910][bookmark: _Hlk119575476][bookmark: _Hlk146113507]Bridgwater Foodbank thank you for your continued support. The current needs are Long Life milk, Long life fruit juice, squash, nappies and toiletries. 

Open Mic Night – Cossington Church 21st March, Doors open 7pm £5 per person. Please telephone 07811 418273 for more information.

Saturday 28th March – Spring/Easter Craft Morning, Westonzoyland Church.

Saturday 28th March, Lent Lunch 12noon – 1.30pm Pawlett Village Hall organised by Churches Together in Pawlett. 

Sunday 29th March – Palm Sunday. 10.00am Communion Together at Puriton Church followed by Tea/Coffee

Easter Lillies If you would like an Easter Lily, in Woolavington church, in memory of those you love, please see Trish. Minimum donation £5. 






Weekly Events
Monday 		3.00pm 	Messy Church Club, Pawlett
7:00pm 	Bell Ringing Practice, Woolavington
			7.30pm 	Bell Ringing Practice, Puriton
Tuesdays 		10.30am 	Coffee Morning, Puriton Clist Room  
Wednesdays 	10:45am 	Coffee Morning, Cossington
			7.00pm 	Bell Ringing Practice, Pawlett
Thursdays 		12-2:30pm 	Bakeability Café Bawdrip Parish Hall
7.30pm 	Pause for Thought, Bawdrip
Fridays 		2.00pm 	Pop Up Choir,  
5.00pm 	Choir Practice, Pawlett

The diary 
Monday 16th 	10.30pm 	Westonzoyland PCC meet
			11.00am 	Bawdrip PCC meet
			1.30pm 	Puriton Y4 RE lesson
					Pop Up Choir sing at Casa Di Lusso
Tuesday 17th 	12noon 	Deanery Review
Wed 18th 		2.30pm 	Lent Course – Zoom
			6.00pm 	Puriton Governors 
Thurs 19th 		11.00am 	Burial of R Coombes’ ashes, Puriton
Saturday 21st 	7/7.30pm	Open Mic Night, Cossington

[bookmark: _Hlk105052858]Morning Prayer on Zoom Monday – Thursday 8.30am 
www.zoom/us/join Meeting ID: 803 619 7054	Passcode: 188399
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