Today’s Bible readings
Ezekiel 37: 1 - 14
The Valley of Dry Bones
The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all round them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord GOD, you know.’ Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD.’
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.’ I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.
Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, “Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.’

Psalm 130
Out of the deep have I called unto thee, O Lord: Lord, hear my voice.
O let thine ears consider well: the voice of my complaint.
If thou, Lord, wilt be extreme to mark what is done amiss: O Lord, who may abide it?
For there is mercy with thee: therefore shalt thou be feared.
I look for the Lord; my soul doth wait for him: in his word is my trust.
My soul fleeth unto the Lord: before the morning watch, I say, before the morning watch.
O Israel, trust in the Lord, for with the Lord there is mercy: and with him is plenteous redemption.
And he shall redeem Israel: from all his sins.
Roman 8: 6 - 11
To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law - indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

John 11: 1 – 45
Please use the pew Bibles if you wish to follow the reading.










[image: ]Prayers for our school: In this age of smart phones, much discussion has been taking place regarding their effect on children. Our school is actively involved with parents and carers as they share their concerns with an ever-growing number of people campaigning for a ‘Smartphone free childhood.’ The mental health of pupils is at stake and so we pray that this is put at the forefront by tech companies who see children as their target audience. Jesus has harsh words for people who exploit the welfare of children for their own ends. ‘It would be better for you if a millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea.’ Luke 17:2 Dear Lord, guard all children from the self-interest of the powerful. May their childhood be full of joy as they explore the world around them. Amen



[image: A vase of flowers on a black background

Description automatically generated]A huge thank you to the small band of posy-makers who created 40 beautiful posies for our Mothering Sunday Celebration last week. Also, thank you Ian for the delicious Simnel cakes! 


Notices
Today we welcome Ven Chris Skilton who will be taking our service this morning.
Next Sunday we welcome Rev Kathryn Flenley to our Parish Eucharist.
Thanks to all who came along to the gardening morning yesterday.
Church decorating for Easter is on Easter Saturday 10am – 12noon. Please do come along and help. If you can bring some flower too, that would be great. If you would like to donate some money towards buying flowers, please see Di or Rik. Thank you.
Our Lent Course based on the television series ‘Broken’ continues this week. This course, including a light lunch (thank you for the tasty soup!) follows the refreshments after the morning service, and all are very welcome. Each session explores a different theme related to real life experiences. We look forward to welcoming you today and next Sunday (Palm Sunday). Kathryn and Ben Flenley
A very advanced date for your diary – Summer Fayre - Saturday 20th June 11am – 2pm.
Contacts
Rik Clay	    	Churchwarden	01903 693587	rv.clay@outlook.com
Diane Le Mare 	Churchwarden	01903 241673	dklemare@outlook.com 
Val Clay		Safeguarding 	01903 693587	safeguarding.heene@outlook.com 
Judith Ellis		Choir Director	07394 522313	judith.ellis.coco@gmail.com
Sally Pritchard	Messy Church	07908 069819	sallypritchard15@gmail.com
St Botolph’s Church, Lansdowne Road, Worthing, West Sussex BN11 4LY
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/2864/
https://www.facebook.com/stbotolphschurchheene

PGS Parish Code 101070134
Music for the Parish Eucharist

Setting: 	Wood
 Psalm: 	34: 11 - 20
Hymns:	Procession: Entrance 707 – Lift High the Cross (omitting starred verses) 
		Gradual: Gradual 658 – Help Us O Lord to Learn 
Offertory: 278 – We Give Immortal Praise 
Communion: 451 – Just As I Am 
Final: 612 – Christ Triumphant, Ever Reigning
Anthem:   	O Lord Increase My Faith - Gibbons

	
Next Sunday – Palm Sunday   10am Parish Eucharist
Isaiah 50: 4 – 9a; Psalm 31: 9 - 16; Philippians 2: 5 - 11; Matthew 26: 14 – end of M27
The Parish Church of St. Botolph, Heene
To know, love and follow Jesus
22nd March 2026   The Fifth Sunday in Lent – Passion Sunday
10am Parish Eucharist 
Collect
Most merciful God, who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ delivered and saved the world: grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross we may triumph in the power of his victory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen
 Post Communion Prayer
Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us that what we do for the least of our brothers and sisters we do also for you: give us the will to be the servant of others as you were the servant of all, and gave up your life and died for us, but are alive and reign, now and for ever. Amen

This week at St. Botolph’s
Wed		7.30pm – 9.pm		Bellringers practice*
Fri		10am – 10.30am		Prayer Group - all welcome
10.30am – 12 noon	Friday Coffee - all welcome 
7.30pm - 9pm		Choir practice*
* if interested, please see Rik (bellringing) or Judith (choir).

Please pray for our Parish
For those with birthdays:
For the sick and those in particular need: Simon Hollis, Ann Wood, Brenda Hayes, Sandy and Paula Freeman Sanderson, Sylvia Hollis, Atticus McVane, Samantha Bond, Shani Howard, Helen Inskip, Jenny Philips, Beryl Hopkins, Julie Adams.
For the recently departed: 
For those whose anniversary falls at this time: Doreen Dare, Joyce Harrow, Bill Dare, Margaret Hoare. 
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Music for today – please see back page
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