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Sunday 8 March 2026

Sunday 8 March
10:00 am – Holy Communion – St Michael’s
3:00 pm – Evensong – St John’s

Monday 9 March
8:30 am - Morning Prayer - St Mary’s

Wednesday 11 March
10:00 am Holy Communion – St Michael’s

Sunday 15 March
10:00 am – Morning Worship – St Michael’s
11:00 am – Holy Communion – St Mary’s

Monday 16 March
8:30 am - Morning Prayer - St Mary’s

Sunday 22 March
10:00 am – Holy Communion – St Michael’s
3:00 pm – Evensong – St John’s

Monday 23 March
8:30 am - Morning Prayer - St Mary’s

Wednesday 25 March
10:00 am Holy Communion – St Michael’s

Sunday 29 March
10:00 am – Holy Communion – St Michael’s
11:00 am – Holy Communion – St Mary’s

Monday 30 March
8:30 am - Morning Prayer - St Mary’s

Giving ourselves to Jesus

On Tuesday we enjoyed our second Lent Lunch of the year. We're looking at Biblical personal 
encounters with Jesus; this week we thought about Matthew's account of a woman pouring 
expensive perfume on Jesus. This passage from Matthew 26 is very special to me. This was the 
passage that I preached on for my very first sermon back in February 2018. I was super nervous, 
properly stomach cramping nervous.

I talked about who this woman was. According to John's Gospel she was called Mary, I talked 
about was this Mary Magdalane, was it Mary of Mary and Martha, the Mary who was Lazarus’s 
sister - Lazarus who Jesus brought back from the dead. In Matthew’s gospel he refers to her as 
just ‘a woman’ who came to him with an Alabaster jar. So, I also talked about what Alabaster is, 
how it was a precious stone, that carvings were made out of and it was so delicate that to open 
the jar was to break the jar. I talked about the perfumed oil, the Nard and that this was equivalent 
to a year’s wages, in today’s money, about £39,000, that it was probably her life savings.

It was a couple of weeks after I'd preached that I’d realised I’d missed the point. We have a bit 
of a running joke in our house. I’m not very good at talking about my feelings and emotions. So 
what I do instead is spend money and buy things for people and the more expensive and 
extravagant the gift the more I want to show that particular person how much they mean to me.

You see I realised after that first sermon, that it doesn’t really matter who the woman was, it 
doesn’t really matter what Alabaster is, it didn’t even really matter about the perfume or how 
expensive it was. What matters is that the woman loved Jesus. What matters is her love for 
Jesus compelled her to offer him the biggest gift that she could physically give, the value doesn't 
really matter, other than to say it was the most precious thing she felt she could bring to him.

The most precious thing that we can bring to Jesus now, the thing that Jesus cares most 
about and the best gift we can give him, is simply ourselves. To come to Jesus's feet and offer 
him our hearts, is all Jesus desires above anything else. Next Tuesday we're looking at the 'Rich 
Young Man' who wasn't able to give himself to Jesus because of material things. The question to 
reflect on before next week is this... Is there something that's stopping you from giving yourself 
fully to Jesus, like the lady with the perfume did? What is it you're holding on to that is stopping 
you? If there is, be honest with him, ask him to help you get closer to him. Because if you pray 
that prayer, I believe Jesus will help. If you want someone to pray that prayer with or for you, 
please do get in touch.
Rob



St Mary’s Spring Clean

On Saturday 21st March we will be holding a spring-
cleaning morning at St. Mary's. This is to prepare the 
church and churchyard for Easter. We will be there from 
9.30am to 12.30pm and you are welcome to come any 
time between those times. Please 
bring your own cleaning or 
gardening tools if you have them, 
but if not, some will be provided. 
Refreshments will be served mid-
morning.

Roger (Image is AI generated, Ed.)

Away day at home
-

18th and 19th April

Remember to sign up
See last week’s newsletter

for details, or ask Toby or Rob

(Image is AI generated, Ed.)

Lent Lunch
- Food, fellowship and support for the 

persecuted church

Each Tuesday lunchtime 
during lent you are invited 
to join us at St Michael's 
for homemade soup and 
bread, a chance to chat 
to friends and a short 
talk. The meal is free but 
this year we are asking for donations 
towards Open Doors who support the 
persecuted church. Find out more about the 
work they do at
https://www.opendoorsuk.org/

The next lunch is on Tuesday March 10th at 
12.30pm.

Sunday morning 'Zoom' Coffee invitation
We apologise but there will be no after-service Zoom coffee 
chat on Sunday 8th or 15th March due to family 
commitments, but normal service should resume on 22nd.

For more information, please email info@martleshamcofe.org.uk

Reflecting with God in March

Would you like an opportunity to gather together with God for some quiet time and reflection? Our 
March Reflecting with God meeting is on Sunday 15th at 7pm on Zoom, and everyone is 
welcome to join. We don’t have a set format but a typical meeting starts with an introduction then 
a short time of silence to bring ourselves consciously into God’s presence. The materials for 
reflection are then introduced and we spend a longer time in quiet to reflect on these individually. 
After this we start the meeting again and there is an opportunity to share anything we’d like of 
what we’ve heard God saying to us, then we close with prayer. For more details and the Zoom link 
please contact Toby toby@martleshamcofe.org.uk during the week before.
Carolyn Smith
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Next Pop-Up Shop:
8th March 11:30-12:00
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