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The Fourth Sunday of Lent	15th March 2026
Mothering Sunday
	A warm welcome to the Parish Church for Great Ayton, part of the Diocese of York in the Church of England


[image: ]Today’s Services

8.00am:	Holy Communion
9.15am:	Parish Communion
Preacher:	Rev’d Sarah Cliff 
11.00am:	All Age Service at St Oswald’s


	Hymns (A&MNS)

Introit		528	Our Father God in heaven
Gradual	341	Jesus, good, above all other
Offertory	586	Sing we of the blessed mother 
Communion	66	Bind us together 
Recess.	167	For the beauty of the earth
Anthem	       	Ave verum corpus (Elgar)


	

	This week we pray for:

Church: We pray for those who are called to the religious life especially praying for the Sisters of the Holy Paraclete in Whitby
Community: we pray for all of those who serve on our Parish Council and for our local community Policing team for the Great Ayton and Stokesley area
World: We continue to pray for peace in the middle east and those who strive for peace and reconciliation between countries
Sick: Sally–Anne, Gwen, Stuart, Kiera, Gill, Celia - all we remember personally.
Anniversary: Tamar Grout, Alan Cooper, Randall Hall, Ronnie Humphrey Sheila Bocock (Steph Helm, Anne Moody, Jordan Hudson, Roger Wilson)


[bookmark: _GoBack]COLLECT
God of compassion, whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, shared the life of a home in Nazareth, and on the cross drew the whole human family to himself: strengthen us in our daily living that in joy and in sorrow we may know the power of your presence to bind together and to heal; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

FIRST READING: 1 SAMUEL 1: 20-28
In the course of time Hannah conceived and gave birth to a son. She named him Samuel, saying, “Because I asked the Lord for him.”
When the man Elkanah went up with all his family to offer the annual sacrifice to the Lord and to fulfil his vow, Hannah did not go. She said to her husband, “After the boy is weaned, I will take him and present him before the Lord, and he will live there always.”
“Do what seems best to you,” Elkanah her husband told her. “Stay here until you have weaned him; only may the Lord make good his word.” So the woman stayed at home and nursed her son until she had weaned him.
After he was weaned, she took the boy with her, young as he was, along with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour and a skin of wine, and brought him to the house of the Lord at Shiloh. When they had slaughtered the bull, they brought the boy to Eli, and she said to him, “As surely as you live, my lord, I am the woman who stood here beside you praying to the Lord. I prayed for this child, and the Lord has granted me what I asked of him. So now I give him to the Lord. For his whole life he shall be given over to the Lord.” And he worshipped the Lord there.
SECOND READING: COLOSSIANS 3: 12-17
As God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
GOSPEL: ST JOHN 19: 25-27
Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing near by, he said to his mother, “Dear woman, here is your son,” and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Loving God, as a mother feeds her children at the breast you feed us in this sacrament with the food and drink of eternal life: help us who have tasted your goodness to grow in grace within the household of faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

[image: ]Little Fishes meet at the Church at 9.45am every Tuesday during term time for preschool children and their parents/carers.  We are in need of extra volunteers to serve tea and coffee, if you have like to help out please let us know.

[image: ]Café Church Why not join us at Café Church in the Church Hall every 2nd and 4th Sunday for Cake, Coffee, Conversation, Worship and Wondering! 4.00pm for Cake, 4.30pm for informal family Worship and 5pm for Discussion and Teaching (with groups for different age groups from about two and a half).  Contact Nick Land (01642 778076) drnickland@aol.com for more info.

At our Annual Parish Meeting next Wednesday, we will be asked to approve the Annual Report and Accounts.  There are copies at the back of church so please take one and look at it before Wednesday.......and its not all numbers!

Coffee Lounge Communion Please note that the next two Coffee Lounge Communions will be on the first Tuesday - April 7th and May 5th- in order to avoid the Bank Holidays.

Please come to our Annual Parochial Church Meeting to be held in the Church Hall on Wednesday 18th March at 7.30pm.  This is your chance to hear reports of the work and activities of our church in 2025 and to appoint the leaders who will take us forward into the future.

Spire Newsletter Issue 10 Is available to pick up from the back of Church, why not take one for a friend too? 
Easter Flowers If anyone wishes to sponsor one of the Easter arrangements in memory of a loved one, please see Marina Charlton 01642 723087.  A donation of £30 per arrangement is suggested and a card will be placed by each one.

Church Spring Clean Weekend Friday 20th March from 4pm – high dusting in Church and Saturday 21st March from 9am cleaning and polishing.  Volunteers very much appreciated.

THE WEEK AHEAD
Monday 16th March:
9.30am: All Saint’s Meeting in Coffee Lounge
1.30pm: Ecumenical Lent Group in the Coffee Lounge
6.30pm: The Chosen in the Coffee Lounge 
8.30pm: Compline via Zoom and Facebook (Zoom Meeting id: 869 2413 4339 Password: 589314)
Tuesday 17th March:
9.45am: Little Fishes
7.30pm: Deanery Synod at Yarm Parish Church
Wednesday 18th March:
10:00am: Holy Communion (BCP)
7.30pm: Annual Parish Church Meeting
Thursday 19th March:
9.30am: Time to Pray at All Saints
Sunday 22nd March: The Fifth Sunday of Lent
8.00am: Holy Communion
9.15am: Parish Communion
4.00pm: Café Communion




[image: ]You can use this QR code to donate to Christ Church.

Large Print Copies of this Service Booklet are available.
Hearing Aid Users can tune into our Services on the ‘T’ position
Disabled Access is through the Church/Hall link passageway

For all the latest news and information visit our ‘Church Near You’ page which we are working on to make it useful; go to  www.achurchnearyou.com and put in the location box either Great Ayton or Newton under Roseberry for the correct place. 
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