
  

 

Colton Parish News is sponsored by: 

The Parish Lands Trust, St. Mary’s Church & the Parish Council 

 

   Colton Parish News 

           March 2026  

 

 



2 

 

 

 



3 

 
   

 

    The movie nights at the church are proving to be very popular. I have        
to say I didn't  realise at first the titles were cryptic clues so missed             
The Salt Path but I've got it now !  

I don’t know about you but I'm fed up with the rain . Surely spring is just 
around the corner and the threatened snow is media hype ! 

Happy March everyone   

Best wishes        Fiona 

                                                             
Colton Community Choir 

Invite you to come along and join our group of Jolly singers. A group of           

enthusiastic amateurs who enjoy singing  a variety of music. We meet every  

Monday at 7pm at St. Marys Church Colton. 

Do come and join us. 
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Colton 
Crafters 

At the Village Hall, Colton 
1-3pm  alternate  Mondays 

2026 

calendar 

9 & 23 March 

6 &20 April 

4 & 18 May 

1, 15 & 29 June 

13 & 27 July 

10 & 24 August 

7 & 21 

September 

5 & 19 October 

2, 16 & 30 

November 

14 December 

All welcome 

An opportunity  to 

meet  with 

fellow  crafters 

and  enjoy  crafting 

in an  informal 
group 

Contact 

Lynne  Dean 

07736972560 

lanterlit@hotmail.com 
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It is with great sadness we are sharing the news 
that Madeleine Barratt has sadly passed away 
peacefully at home on 20 January 2026. 
 
Madeleine lived in the village for many years and 
worked as a secretary at the village school for over 
20 years.  
 
Madeleine moved to the village in 1969 and with 
her husband they built the house near to the 
school called Brackendale whilst living in a flat in 
Colton house. Once the house was built, they lived 
there for many years and played a big part in 
village life, being regulars at the Greyhound and 
Dun Cow pubs and joining in the many village 

community events over the years. Her children Jonathan and Helen also 
attended the village school. 
 
Madeleine will be remembered by many families in the village as they either 
attended the school or their children did at the time she worked there. She 
loved her job and the children she supported there and seeing them and 
her many friends in the village in later life always brought a big smile to her 
face.  
 
Her funeral was to be held on 19th February at Bretby Crematorium 
followed by a celebration of her life at Branston Golf Club. 
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Embracing the Spirit of Lent 

As the seasons shift and our gardens begin to burst with fresh growth, spring 

announces its arrival. The snowdrops have made way for daffodils, and after 

enduring the greyness and constant rain of winter, there is a natural urge to throw 

open the windows, sweep away the cobwebs, and embark on a proper spring 

clean of the home. 

These are all worthwhile pursuits, yet Lent invites us to take a different approach. 

Rather than getting caught up in the rush of daily routines, Lent encourages us to 

slow our pace, pay deliberate attention, and return to what is truly important. 

Many of us are familiar with the tradition of giving something up for Lent. This year, 

however, instead of simply giving something up, consider letting go of something 

that fills your time. Perhaps put aside your mobile phone, except for calls, and step 

away from social media for a few hours each day. Breaking the ‘scrolling’ habit 

might mean more time to use for yourself and for others. Take a walk with the 

family, enjoy a coffee and conversation face-to-face with a friend, or visit someone 

you have not seen in a long while. This is an opportunity to slow down, pay 

attention, and focus once again on the things that matter most. 

This Lent, the Everyday Faith app is focusing on the theme ‘Draw Near’ Each day, 

a fresh reflection will be offered, giving us a chance to pause, reflect, and draw 

closer to the creator of all we see in the natural world. Whenever we choose to set 

something aside, even for a short time, we often discover that freedom quietly 

takes its place. By clearing away the inner and outer clutter, we make space for 

God’s grace to grow within us. Lent teaches us that real transformation is rarely 

sudden or dramatic. Instead, it unfolds through our consistent choices: choosing 

love over fear, compassion over judgement, and presence over distraction. Every 

simple act of honesty, generosity, or quiet contemplation contributes to the gradual 

emergence of hope at Easter. 

 

Rev. Lynne Dean 
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What sometimes has 24 legs, 12 cords and thousands of chords? 

Colton Community Choir! 

And we would love to invite you to join us – we’re small and friendly, but we would 

love to increase the number of legs and vocal cords in the choir!   

We need ladies!  Normally choirs have many more ladies than gentlemen, but at 

the moment, our men are outnumbering our ladies.  So come on Colton ladies, 

come and sing with us – it’s fun, you don’t need to read music, the songs are well 

known and it doesn’t matter if you think you can’t sing (you probably can, but just 

need to exercise those vocal cords a bit more).  And don’t worry, our current ladies 

are very good, so you won’t be alone! 

Oh and Gentlemen… we do want you too!  Even though our current men are 

outnumbering our ladies, we always welcome more – especially if you have a very 

deep voice, as this will make us sound even more fantastic! 

If your heart is saying that could be fun, but your brain is saying ‘I’m not good 

enough’ or ‘It’s not for me’, then please ignore your brain, obey your heart and 

come and give it a go: sit and listen for the first week or dive right in and have a 

sing.  We would love to see you on Monday evenings at 7pm in the church.  It 

costs just £1 per week. 

Karen 

PS – Please put it in your diary and give it a go!  We really would love you to join 

us. 
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Colton Friendship Club Report January 2026 
 
Karen welcomed fifteen members to the first meeting of 
2026 before hosting a Beetle Drive.  After six rounds, 
Judith Yates was declared the winner. 
 
 
 

The details of the next three meetings are: 
❖ Wednesday 18th February, when Andy French will talk about ‘The 

Man Who Never Was’ 
❖ Wednesday 18th March, when Gill Sykes will talk about ‘The Crime 

of Being Poor’ 
❖ Wednesday 15th April 2026, which will be our annual buffet luncheon 

with entertainer & Ukelele player ‘Gabriella.’  Please note that this 
meeting will not start until midday, finishing at 3.30pm.  The 
cost of the luncheon will be £5, payable in advance, either at 
the February or March meeting. 

 
Colton Friendship Club always welcomes new members.  For any additional 
information, please contact me on the telephone number below.   
 
Karen Hill 
01889 586 379 
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Durrant  

Funeral Service Ltd 

“Our family caring for yours at a time of need” 

We are a family run funeral service with over 40 years  

experience.  

We can arrange Burials & Cremations to suit all  

Budgets from £2500 for a Cremation inc all statutory fees. 

(We will price match any quotes you have for the same service) 

81 Fernwood Drive, Rugeley 

 01889 574593  

(24 hours a day) 



28 

 

 

Cathe- dral 

Chem- Dry 

 

 

 

 

Cleaning carpets & upholstery   locally, regularly & professionally 

 

33 Darnford Lane, 

Lichfield   WS14 9RW 

 

Website: www.cathedralchemdry.co.uk 

Tel: 01543 418811 

 

 

Dec20 


